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B 5 de julio, el diario "B Liberal" de Santiago del Estero, denuncio que Josef 
Mengele habia vivido en la ciudad de La Banda, a pocos kilometres de la capital, 
btmediatamente docenas de antiguos pobladores reconocieron en las fotos de 
Mengele a Adolfo Guatterio Ascher, un aleman que aparecio en 1946 y desapa- 
recio, casi misteriosamente, en 1958. Ante la gravedad de la denuncia el juez 
del crimen, Andres F. Miotti, abrid el expediente numero 2085/85, iniciando la 
investigation judicial. QENTE recorrio la ciudad de La Banda metro a metro 
recopilando datos y testimonies sabre la personalidad del supuesto Mengele. B 
re suit a do: una historia apasionante y un mievo enigma que se agrega a la aza- 
rosa vida del criminal de guerra mas buscado en todo el mundo. 



J ulio de 1946. Jose Do- 
minguez sale a la puerta 
de su finca. El polvo le 
obliga a entrecerrar fos 
ojos. Por el camino de 
tierra se acercan dos 
hombres. A uno de ellos lo reco- 
noce inmediatamente: es el in- 
geniero Hermann Klein. El se- 
gundo jefe de la empresa 
Gruend Wilfinger, que estb 
construyendo el dique Los Qui- 
roga. Al otro es la primera vez 
que lo ve. De una cosa no tiene 
dudas: tambien es ‘'gringo”. 
Sblo los alemanes usan el pelo 
tan corto y caminan asi de er- 
guidos. “Como sold ados desfi - 
lando " piensa Dominguez. 
Cuando los tiene mas cerca ve 
que “el gringo” renguea de una 
pierna. Lo vuelve a ver en di- 
ciembre de ese ario. Ya como 
duerio de la finca San Fernando 
y vecino suyo. Vivirbn uno junto 
al otro durante doce anos. 

En julio de 1985 — treinta y 
nueve anos despues — Jesus 
“Chito” Martinez, periodista de 
el diario Ei Liberal f de Santiago 



del Estero, golpea la puerta de la 
casa de los Dominguez. Llegd 
con unas fotos en la mano. Jobb 
(que tiene 61 anos y es a- 
buelo) reconoce a su antiguo 
vedno: ei doctor Adolfo Gualte- 
rio Ascher. Pero hay un detalle: 
esas fotos pertenecen, en reali- 
dad, al criminal de guerra Josef 
Mengele. Dominguez no sale de 
su asombro. Martinez sonrie 
complacido. Su intuicibn perio- 
distica acaba de obtener, apa- 
rentemente, la primera confir- 
macibn: Ascher seria Mengele. 
El 5 de julio El Liberal publica la 
primera nota sobre la investiga- 
cibn. cMenguele vivid en La 
Banda? Acompaftan la nota dos 
fotos de la casa donde habia vi- 
vido. El 8, el juez del crimen de 
La Banda, doctor Andrbs F. 
Miotti, abre el expediente N° 
2085/85. “Informacidn sumaria 
referente al lugar donde habha 
residido Joseph Mengele.’’ El 
16 llega GENTE a Santiago del 
Estero. Comienza la caza del 
fugitivo mbs difictl de atrapar: el 
pasado de un hombre. 



a HOMBRE DE LOS 
OJOS DE HELO 



La Banda. Una ciudad a sblo 
cinco kilbmetros de la capital de 
Santiago. Nacio hace 164 anos 
y tiene alrededor de 70.000 ha- 
bitantes. En verano hace 45 
grados a la sombra. En invierno 
parece que el viento y el polvo 
fueran a sepultarta en cualquier 
momento. A la hora de la siesta 
se acaba et mundo. Sblo el 
viento camina por las calles. 
Aqui, el 18 de noviembre de 
1 946 Adolfo Gualterio Ascher y 
Hermann Klein compraron una 
finca. Lo hicieron en la escriba- 
nia de Lauro Juan Paz (Entre 
Rios al 100, en Santiago) y la 
escritura tiene el numero 344. 
Alii, frente a festigos, Ascher de- 
clarb ser argentino naturalizado, 
estar casado en primeras nup- 
cias y presenta como docu- 
ment la Matricula Individual N° 
4.008.418, Distrito Militar N° 1. 
Compra la finca en 60.000 
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SOLICITADA 




CEMCI 

Comisibn Empresaria de Medios de Comunicadbn Independientes 



En defenses 
de las libertades: 



NO A LACENSURA 



En los ultimas dias, la opinibn publica ha tornado 
conodmientode las expresiones de distintas entidades 
y medios de comunicadbn, que han manifestado su 
preocupadbn f rente a un proyecto originado por el 
Senador Nadonal Ricardo Lafferriere (UCR - Entre 
Rios). 

Por otra parte, en la Lbgislatura de la Provinda de 
Buenos Aires, el diputado Pablo Rebbn (UCR), ha 
presentado un proyecto de caracterfsticas similares a'l 
arriba mendonado. 

Estas inidativas implican un avasaflamiento de la li- 
bertad de prensa, tanto de los editores y directores de 
medios, como de los protesionales que trabajan en 
ellos, limitando la tarea de informadbn y elaboradbn de 
todo tipo de nota o comentario, introdudendo una au- 
tocensura compulsiva. 

Por este proyecto no sblo medios y protesionales 
quedan desprotegidos frente a aquellos que usen de 
esta poderosa arma sino, lo que es mbs grave frente al 
Estado mismo, el que por esta via se encontrarb en 
condidones de acallar todo tipo de critica y allana el 
camino hada una uniformidad de la informadbn, con- 
trary a un gobierno de opinibn, que es el requisito bb- 
sico de una democrada constitudonal. 

Frente a estas manifestadones, y a otras que se 
producen en estos ultimos tiempos, todas ellas ten- 
dientes a avasallar la expresibn de los Medios de Co* 
municadbn Independientes, la CEMCI senala: 

En los Medios de Comunicacibn Independientes 
Argentines, no hay "intereses comprometidos” o dis- 



tintos al del ejerddo de su actividad comunicadora con 
responsabifidad; esto es con nombre y apellido. 

La iniciativa planteada, supone una compulsibn 
sobre los medios, restrictiva de las libertades de prensa 
y expresibn, ya que los mbs graves atentados contra la 
Libertad de Prensa se han consumado con la excusa 
de “jerarquizar la libertad de prensa y expresibn’'. 

El derecho a Rbpllca que se pretende instaurar no 
es "garantia de la verdad”, ya que sblo produce otra 
versibn de los hechos, pero no necesariamente la 
verdadera. Mediante esta instrumentadbn compulsiva, 
se pretende instaurar un Derecho en el cual el intere- 
sado es Juez y Parte, o sea un Derecho Unilateral ab- 
solute que desconoce Ifmites, y establece el delito de 
opinibn. 

El lector, oyente o televidente no estb desprotegido, 
los medios reflejan a diario, a travbs de entrevistas, 
opiniones, pedidos de adaradbn, rectificadones, etc., 
la preocupadbn de sus Directivos por brindar res- 
puesta responsable al publico interesado, pero no 
como resultas de una imposidbn. - 

Si se comprueba la existenda de un posible abuso, 
6ste debe encontrar su limitadbn y sanabn a travbs del 
Poder Judicial, que constituye la garantia de todos los 
derechos de la Ciudadania. 

Esta inidativa, de concretarse, representaria la po- 
sibilidad de una seria limitadbn a los medios indepen- 
dientes, lo cual hace peiigrar su identidad, y por ende e\ 
impresdndible servido que brindan para que la duda- 
dania estb bien informada y pueda opinar libremente 
sobre la gestibn publica. 



Por lo tanto la CEMCI: 

• Se opone a todo intento de contralor politico, doctrinario, economko, ideologico o ciontifico que implique 
un impedimento a la libertad de informar y opinar. 

• Exhorted Poder Legislativo Nacional para que, en su papel de cusfodio de lot libertades publicas, se 
abstenga de sancionar el proyecto en cuestion, contrario a expresas previsiones constitucionales (Arts. 1 4 y 
32 C.N.). 



POR RESPETO A UD. LECTOR, OYENTE, TELEVIDENTE 
QUE NO NECESITA DE ACTITUDES PATERNALISTAS PARA EJERCER SU ELECCION ANTE LA PLURALIDAD 

DE MEDIOS INFORMATIVOS, ASEGUREMOS: 



MEDIOS LIBRES PARA UN PAIS LIBRE 



AAER 


ADIRA 


AEDBA 


ARPA 


ATA 


ASOCIACION 
ARGENTINA DE 
EDITORES DE 
REVISTAS 


ASOCIACION DE 
DIARIOS DEL INTERIOR 
DE LA REPUBUCA 
ARGENTINA 


ASOCIACION DE 
EDITORES DE DIARIOS 
DE BUENOS AJRES 


ASOCIACION DE 
RADKXHFUSORAS 
PRIVADAS 
AflGENTINAS 


ASOCIACION DE 

teleradiooifusoras 

ARGENTINES 





pesos y hace una hipoteca por 
30.000. (En esa epoca un tractor 
sostaba 35.000 pesos y un ca- 
mion con acoplado 20.000 pe- 
sos). La finca (en la calle'25 de 
Vlayo prolongacion) es uno de 
os lugares mas a«slados de la 
Ciudad. Esta rodeada de arboles 
/ solo se puede llegar a ella 
atravesando caminos de tierra. 

Los bandenos (en ese enton- 
;es unos 20.000) observan que 
si nuevo vecino no Mega solo. Al 
doctor Ascher lo acomparian 
fos mujeres. Una. que dice lla- 
narse Maria y aparenta ser 
mayor que el, es su mujer La 
>tra. Sara, es su ama de Haves. 
3obre el aspecto exterior de los 
res alemanes los testimonies 
:oinciden en un 80 por ciento. E! 
>s de estatura mediana. pelo 
ubio (algunos dicen que ca- 
ioso), muycorto. perfectamente 
afeitado. tiene una deformacion 
2 n la mano derecha y renguea 
le una pierna. Camma siempre 
?rguido. con porte militar y tiene 
)jos claros. Todos comciden en 
o aterrador de su mirada. No 
lecesitaba hablar Le bastaba 
nirar a un hombre para darle 
jna orden. Hoy. casi cuarenta 
ihos despues, los peones cie- 
ran los ojos cuando recuerdan 
ssa mirada. Para algunos tenia 
alrededor de 40 anos Para 
)tros pasaba los 50. {Ascher a 
>u vez declara. en la escritura 
Je su tinea, haber nacido el 4 de 
nayo de 1891. No especifica 
fonde) 

De su mujer los pobladores 
ienen un recuerdo aun mas nt- 
ido. Cada vez que Maria iba al 
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El bombre de traje oscuro es Adolfo Gualterio Ascher lAscher es 
Mengele? Los testigos interrogados por el diario El Liberal as i lo 
creen. La investigaci6n judicial esta en marcha. La ultima patabra se 





Mercado Unidn a vender las 
rosas o naranjas que cultivaba 
en su finca las mujeres de La 
Banda se paraban para miraria. 
Era la primera vez que veian 
“una mujer moderna M . Marla 
usaba pantalones, fumaba ciga- 
rrillos negros, manejaba un 
sulki, hacla todo tipo de tr&mite 
burocratico, lucia un enorme 
sombrero de ala ancha, era 
rubla y de pelo muy corto, tenia 
anteojos de cristales muy grue- 
sos y hablaba espanol con bas- 
tante fluidez. Nadie, en to do 
Santiago, recuerda exacta- 
mente su nombre. Mucho 
menos su apellido de soltera. Lo 
unico seguro son sus iniciales. 
En una carta diriglda al jefe de 
Correos de La Banda, fechada 
el 9 de marzo del ’61, firma M. 
M. G. de Ascher. 

Sobre Sara Concepcidn Le- 
guizamdn, la ama de Haves, hay 
dos versiones. Todos coinciden 
en que era rubia, m4s bien baja 
y gordita. Al parecer habla na- 
cido ^en Corrientes, se habia 
criado en Entre Rios y era de 
madre alemana. Algunos dicen 
que tenia alrededor de 20 anos. 
Otros que pasaba ios 30. Los 
peones afirman que '7a alema- 
nita era muy find a". El doctor 
Olegario Hernandez, actual ma- 
gistrado de la c&mara dela justi- 
cia del trabajo, ex asesor juridico 
*y amigo personal de Ios Ascher, 
la recuerda como "mis bien fea, 
parecia tener dificultades para 
caminar y por momentos tuve fa 
impresidn que era una debit 
mental. Recuerdo, ademis, que 
tenia muy mala dentadura 
(Detalle confirmado por et odon- 
tdfogo Oscar Barron, que la tratd 
entre el *58 y el ’59). 

Y aqul terminan las coinci- 
dencias. Todo lo que sigue, 
segun Ios testigos, muestra a 
dos personas opuestas: ^As- 
cher o Mengele? 

£IHEM0UA0 

LEYENOfl? 



Josd Dominguez mueve la ca- 
beza como si no pudiera creer lo 
que tiene frente a Ios ojos. 
“Pensar que vivi doce anos 
junto a un asesino nazi. Parece 
mentira Recuerda que cuando 
Ascher llegd hablaba espano! 
con dificultad. Y no sabia abso- 



lutamente nada de agricultura 
Los Dominguez, que eran nueve 
hermanos, le dieron las prime- 
ras nod ones. Le prestaron tarn- 
bien las primeras herramientas. 
No se sabe por que pero Ascher 
jam&s adquirio elementos tecni- 
cos por Ios cuales tuviese que fir- 
mar aigun papel. (Segun Domin- 
guez comprar media docena de 
mulas era simple: bastaba con 
pagar por ellas. Comprar un 
tractor, en cambio, exigla pape- 
les. Y Ascher eludia, sistem^ti- 
camente, todo tipo de papeleo). 
Segun Dominguez lo primero 
que hizo el nuevo dueho de la 
San Fernando fue poner cerro- 
jos en todas las puertas. "A las 
siete de la tarde se encerraba 
en la casa y no le abria a nadie, 
pasara lo que pasara . Como 
dorm fan cad a uno en su cuarto 
construyd banos individuales. 
Pero to que m&s nos llamo la 
at en cion a mi hermano Salvador 
y a mi, fueron las arm as/’ 
^Cbmo sabian Ios Dominguez 
un detalle tan intimo? Parque 
tenian acceso a la casa nor- 
malmente. Todos Ios anos As- 
cher desaparea'a de la finca 
entre el 20 de agosto y el 10 de 
septiembre. Decia que viajaba a 
Uruguay. Nunca aclaro para 
que. Durante esos dias Salvador 
y Jose montaban guardia en el 
interior de la casa. Ascher les 
entregaba una escopeta con 
dos cartuchos a cada uno "para 
que cuidaran a las mujeres 
Maria y Sara, a la vez, estaban 
muy inquietas. ^A quien temian? 
Nunca lo dijeron. Cree que la 
esposa de Ascher se llamaba 
Maria Marta Guillermina Hill. 
(Notablemente, la esposa de 
Mengele se llama Maria Marta). 
El Liberal va m&s lejos aun y 
afirma que Dominguez dijo Will, 
que es su apellido de soltera. 
Recuerda haberle oido decir a 
Ascher que venia de Entre Rios 
donde habia sido rechazado 
como director de una planta en- 
vasadora de cerveza "porque 
mis titufos no Servian." El dia 
que le pregunto por la renguera 
afirmo que era una herida de 
guerra. Pero jamas hablaba del 
tema. Era evidente que lo elu- 
dia. El dia que asistieron al ca- 
samiento de uno de Ios hernia- 
nos de Jose se sentaron en un 
rincbn, apenas hablaron y se 
fueron. "Lo mis notable de todo 
es que se negaron a dejarse 
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"(Jn dia me regalo una perra prenada. 

Volvlo a buscarla a la tarde siguiente. La llevo a un 
baldio y la mato de un tiro." 

(Noel Botvinik, farmaceutlco.) 




Jos6 Dominguez “Su vecino durante doce ados, No puedo 
equivocarme. E\ doctor Ascher es et criminal de guerra Josef 
Mengele”, 



fotografiar Entre el ’47 y el ’48 
las visitas eran permanentes. 
Por -Jo general trataba de los 
tecnicos alemanes que colabo- 
raban en la construccibn del 
dique Los Quiroga. Todos rubios 
y de porte erguido como Ascher. 
Tendrian alrededor de 35 ahos. 
Esta actividad social cesb 
abruptamente en el ’49. Ese 
ano, precisamente, llegb una 
pareja de jovenes (tendrian 23 o 
24 ahos). Era evidente que ve- 
nlan de Alemania. A la semana 
desaparecieron tan mlsteriosa- 
mente como llegaron. Se dijo, 
en ese entonces, que eran los 
hijos de Ascher. Diflcilmente 
pueda olvidarse Jose del dla 
que le pidib a su vecino tres 
azadas prestadas para segar el 
algodbn. “A/ rato volvio a bus - 
carlas y se las Hevo a los gritos. 
Cuando fui a pedirle una expli- 
cation estaba sentado en su 
sillon como si nada hubiera pa- 
sado. La unica explication me 
la dio su mujer: ' Adolfo ya esta 
otra i fez con los nemos' Y 
tampoco olvidara el final de la 
relacion: 44 Un dia, creo que en 
diciembre de 1 958, desapare- 
cieron de gofpe. Rega/aron af- 
gunas cosas, malvendieron la 
finca y se los trago la tierra. 
cPor que? 4 '. 

Juana Villaba de Dominguez, 
su cunada, recuerda que Sara 
“cada vez que paseaba en su 
biticfeta llevaba un revolver en 
la carter a” La imagen mas clara 
que tiene de Ascher es “ cuando 
pasaba por el portdn de mi finca 
a caballo. Mont aba erguido , 
como un soldado." El otro re- 
cuerdose to debe a su padre. 
Una tarde el dueno de la San 
Fernando lo amenazb con un 
revblver al verlo pasar cerca de 
su finca. Muy distintos son los 
recuerdos que guarda de Maria. 
El dia que se despidio le regalo 
un collar de perlas que alguno 
de sus seis hijos deshizo. Tam- 
bien una carretilia y un zapin. 
Adembs recibib un par de car- 
tas, una foto de ella y una en- 
comienda con ropa, cigarrillos y 
plata. (El dinero se extravio en el 
Correo.) En una de esas cartas 
le comunica, precisamente, que 
Adolfo Gualterio Ascher habia 
muerto. Ella (como su cuhado) 
no creen esta versibn. Porque 
para ambos Ascher y Mengele 
son una misma persona. 

^Lo son? Rafael y Faustino 



Carabajal asi lo creen. Los dos 
fueron peones en la finca de la 
calle 25 de Mayo. Rafa tiene 68 
ahos y Faustino 61. Los dos 
tienen la tez oscura y la mirada 
turbia. El primero trabajo nueve 
ahos. El otro casi cinco. Los dos 
recuerdan el ritual del 12 de 
octubre: “Ese dia el patrdn nos 
had a bajar del altilfo una caja 
de mad era cerrada con tres 
can dados. Sac aba un un /forme 
del ejercito alemdn, y lo ponia 
en el pi so. Despues se echaba 
al I ado. Cuando II eg aba el me- 
dio dia uno de nosotros tenia 
que agarrar una escopeta, II e- 
gar corriendo y caer sobre el 
uniforme. El decia que recor- 
daba asi el dia y la hora en que 
habia sido herido." Tambien re- 
cuerda Faustino algunas cos- 
tumbres de su patrbn. A las 11 
de la manana, por ejemplo, 
subia al mirador de su casa y 
con un largavistas miraba du- 
rante una hora. Lo mismo hacia 
al atardecer. ^A quien espe- 
raba? Jamas estaba en la casa 
si alguien lo buscaba. Eso si: el 
nunca lo vio armado. Lo que era 
evidente es que no le gustaba 
estar al descubierto. Sblo salia 
al parque cuando era indispen- 
sable. Segun Faustino los tres 
habitantes de la casa dormfan 
en la misma habitacibn y cree 
que la pareja de jovenes llegb a 
la finca en el *52. Los recuerda 
como de 19 ahos y que el se 
llamaba Klaus. Ella vivib ence- 
rrada y el no hablaba una sola 
palabra de espanol. Rafael, en 
cambio, no duda que su ex pa- 



trbn iba siempre armado. 
‘ Usaba un revolver al cinto. 
Todo el tiempo. Me acuerdo 
que la empuhadura era 
blanca." Tambien recuerda que 
reclbia correspondence de 
Alemania. (En el Correo de La 
Banda habia una casilla a su 
nombre), A diferencia de Do- 
minguez, que sostiene que As- 
cher 44 solo comia comida ale- 
mana", Rafael Carabajal afirma 
“ que comia de todo . Incluso, a 
veces, la comida nuestra" . 

Tampoco dudan que Ascher y 
Mengele son una misma per- 
sona los comerciantes Juan 
Julio Fernbndez y su mujer, 
Otelia Rabellino que lo surtian 
de fideos, yerba y azucar en su 
local de la calle Espaha. Ni el 
jubilado ferroviario Raul Jorge 
Beltrbn (60), que cuenta una 
anbcdota desconcertante. En 
cierta oportunidad Ascher (al 
que conod 6 casualmente en la 
f armada Noel) le regalb un ea- 
ch orro de raza. Al dia siguiente 
lo fue a buscar, le exigib que se 
lo devolviera y delante'suyo le 
administrb una cbpsula. Un ins- 
tante despubs el cachorro moria 
en medio de espasmos. “Le dije 
de todo. Y no sdlo eso. Casi me 
voy a las manos". Luis Bernardo 
Aguirre (71) lo tratb en 1952, el 
dia que Ascher deddib pintar su 
finca. Si bien el trabajo no se 
concretb tuvo acceso a la casa. 
Alii encontrb una bandera ale- 
mana y la foto de alguien vestido 
de soldado. En la conversadbn 
que sostuvieron lo que mbs le 
llamb la atencibn fue que As- 



cher, sin ningun motivo apa- 
rente, le dijo: “Yo soy amigo del 
general Perdu". Tambien re- 
cuerda io peligroso que era 
acercarse a la finca sin ser in- 
vitado. " Hasta Sara, la mas 
joven , era capaz de empuhar un 
arm a contra los intrusos". 

LA OTRA CARA DEL 
ESPEJO 



^Pueden equivocarse la 
veintena de testigos que con 
distintas palabras contaron la 
misma historia? La Ibgica mbs 
elemental dice que no. Sin em- 
bargo, el testimonio del Inge- 
niero Agrbnomo Pedro Marcos 
Guillen parece demostrar que si. 
A los 65 ahos recuerda perfec- 
tamente a Adolfo Gualterio As- 
cher. El era director de la Esta- 
abn Experimental Algodonera. 
Ascher, el mejor productor de 
algodbn de la zona. Recuerda 
sus labios finos, los dientes 
manchados con nicotina y la 
resaca de tabaco rubio que a 
veces le quedaba en los labios. 
Guillen evoca a un hombre cor- 
tbs, amante de la musica dasica 
(espedalmente Wagner), buen 
jugador de ajedrez, que tenia 
una sonrisa nerviosa y montaba 
un alazan como muy pocos po- 
dian hacerlo. No estb seguro en 
que ciudad nadb pero recuerda 
que Ascher habia nacido frente 
a un no. El Rhin tal vez?) En 
cambio, esta seguro que era 
experto en deportes nauticos. 
Incluso, que tenia un yate. La 
audad pudo ser Berlin o Ham- 
burgo. Estimb profundamente a 
este hombre detallista hasta la 
obsesion, de risa facil, que habia 
sido un alto empleado de la fa- 
brica Schering, en Alemania y 
que segun su propia confesion 
un dia se habia ido “porque en 
mi pais ya no se podia vivir 
tranquilo". Confesion que le 
hace pensar que Ascher era 
judio-alembn. Tambien recuerda 
a su mujer, sobre la que aporta 
dos datos ineditos: le faltaba un 
rihbn y que tenia disminuida la 
visibn de un ojo. (Al parecer era 
un defecto de nadmiento). Esta 
casi seguro que el se fue pri- 
mero y las mujeres despubs. Lo 
cierto es que recibib. desde 
Montevideo, cuatro cartas. Dos 
las conserva y dos se perdieron. 
En una de ellas Walter (asi Na- 



zi 




&LA CASA DE MENGELE? 

Adolfo Guatterio Ascher (el supuesto 
Mengele) la comprd en 1946 . Alii vivid con 
su mujer y una ama de Haves durante doce 
anos. Esta en la calle 25 de Mayo 
prolongacidn. Uno de los lugares mds 
aislados de la ciudad . Desde el mirador se 
puede divisar cua/quier persona o vehiculo 
que se acerque . Segun los peones era 
custodiada por hombres armados y perros 
bravos. La justicia buses un sdtano 
(aparentemente ocu/to) gue re velaria la 
personalidad del hombre que la habitd. 




maba su mujer a Ascher) lo in- 
vitaba a su casa uruguaya. 
(Como se mudaron da dos di- 
recdones: una, Cbmbara 1628. 
La otra, Bolivia' 1548). Entre 
fines del ’60 y prindpios del ’61 
llega la ultima carta: Marfa le 
anuncia que Ascher habfa 
muerto. Jambs volvid a saber de 
ellos. Para Guillbn “Si Ascher es 
Mengele yo soy Hitter ^Mu rib 
realmente? cbmo el cadbver 
del cementerio de Embu, en 
Brasil, es una pregunta sin 
respuesta? Diffcil de admitir 
para los que lo reconocieron 
como Joseph Mengele. Sin 
embargo, el doctor Olegario 
Hernbndez — quibn al ver las 
fotos de Mengele reconodo el 
increible pareddo de bste con 
Ascher— aporta un dato que 
hace crefble la versibn de su 
muerte. Como amigo de la fa- 
milia (a pesar de que no sim- 
patizaba con Maria) se encontrp 
con. ella en la confrtena del viejo 
Hotel San Martin. Los Ascher se 
iban del pais. Entre Ibgrimas la 
mujer leconfesb que Walter 
estaba seriamente enfermo. Las 
lipotimias se estaban suce- 
diendo de manera alarmante. 
Se quejb, tambibn, y muy 
amargamente, de los comen- 
tarios de la gente. El que mbs la 
habfa herido era la versibn de 
que su marido era el amante de 
Sara. Hernbndez recuerda, 
adembs, una frase muy signifi- 
cativa de Ascher, pronundada 
despues de 1955: "Creo que 
llegd la hora de irme. Sin Perdn 
este pais estd condenado a su- 
frir grandes convu/siones so- 
ciales No recuerda haber visto 
ningun libro en la casa. Sf, en 
cambio, ’varios diarios y publi- 
caciones peronistas. Tambibn 
registra "su nariz, ievemente 
aguilena " y el hecho de que re- 
dbia una cantidad de dblares 
desde Alemania. Todo indica 
que era su jubiladbn de la em- 
press Schering . Descarta por 
falsa la versibn de que la San 
Fernando estaba custodiada por 
perros bravos y hombres ar- 
mados como sostienen la ma- 
yorfa de los vednos. "Los fa- 
mosos perros eran en realidad 7 
u 6 terriers escoceses de color 
negro. Que eran muy ladrado - 
res. Pero nada mds. Para no 
hablar de la cantidad de gatos 
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"Camiitaba erguido como un soldado y tenia una mirada 
que heiaba la sangre. Jamas pedia nada: lo opdenaba." 

(Jose Dominguez, un vecino). 



HflBLfl EL JUEZ QUE INVESTIGA A MENGELE 



Q ue !o impulso a abrir un ex- 
pediente sobre el caso 
Ascher-Mengele? 

—La inform acidn periodistica. 
Como juez del crimen no puedo 
ignorar la posibilidad de que un 
criminal de guerra haya vivido 
en la ciudad. Que esa informa - 
cidn resulte cierta o no, es otro 
tema. Lo dir a, por supuesto, fa 
investigacidn judicial . 

— 4 ,En qud etapa se encuen- 
tra, en este momento, esa in- 
vestigaddn? 

—Digamos que recidn em- 
pieza. Pero estamos adelan- 
tando. £1 midrcoles IQ realicd, 
junto a mis colaboradores , una 
investigacidn ocular de la finca 
donde vivid Ascher. El objetivo 
fue tomar fotos del lugar y com - 
probar la veracidad de un date 
que puede resultar fundamental 
en la investigacidn; la existencia 
o no de un sdtano. En ese lugar , 
segun testigos que ya he ci- 
tado, ocurrtan cosas extrahas. 
Algunos piensan que experi- 
mentos con animates . Como es 
obvio , la comprobacidn de 
estos hechos fe dan a a la in- 
vestigacidn un giro deiinitivo. En 



Auswichtz, Mengele experi- 
menfaba con seres humanos , 
—^Cubl fue el resultado de la 
inspeeddn? 

—No encontramos el sdtano . 
Pero eso no significa que no 
exista. Ascher se fue hace mbs 
de quince ahos. Hubo otros 
moradores hasta su actual pro - 
pietario , ia empress FACA. Al - 
guien pudo anularlo . Es mds, tal 
vez lo hizo el mismo Ascher 
antes de irse . Si tenia algo que 
ocultar es lo primero que debid 
hacer. Si to considero necesario 
ordenard hacer excavaciones. 

— ^Cubntos testigos se pre- 
sentaron hasta el momento? 

—Oiez o doce. Y, ( amenta - 
blemente algunos van a tener 
que vofver a declarar porque no 
hubo el tiempo necesario para 
indagar a iondo. De todas ma- 
neras pienso. que recidn cerrard 
la parte testimonial cuandode- 
claren unos cien testigos. Ei ex- 
pedients , por lo que veo hasta 
el momento , puede llegar a 
tener mas de 400 fojas. 

— xQub tiempo calcula que le 
ilevarb la investigacidn? 

—Dirt a que un aho. Aunque 




Juez An dr 6s Miotti : “La 
investigacidn llevara un ano 



voy a hacer todo lo posible para 
acortar el plazo. Lo ideal , aun- 
que poco probable , seria seis 
meses. 

—4 La investigacidn judicial se 
basarb unicamente en los rela- 
tes testimonials de las perso- 
nas que conoaeron a Ascher? 

—No. Esa es uoa de las par- 
tes. Como en la Cooperativa Al- 
godonera y en la escritura de 
compra de la finca estd la firma 
del sospechoso , ordenard un 
peritaje caligrafico comparando 



su letra con la de Mengele, que 
en este momento estd en manos 
de (a justicia alemana, Israeli o 
braslleha. Ademds esta el peri- 
taje facial, es decir, la compa - 
racidn de los rasgos . Y si las 
conseguimos, la comparacidn 
de las huellas dactifares. Aun 
quedan en La Banda objetos 
que dejd el dia que desaparecid 
cast misteriosamente. Hay, por 
ejempio , un sillon , una biblio- 
teca, algunas prendas, una ca- 
rreti/ia, un zapdn, un chifonier y 
se habla de la existencia de dos 
armas que habria regalado a 
vecinos del lugar. Veremos que 
puede hacer el iaboratorio poli- 
cial con ese material. 

— ^Los peritajes se realizaran 
en Santiago del Estero? 

—No. Pedire ayuda a la poll - 
eta de Buenos Aires . El rigor de 
ia investigacidn judicial asi lo 
exije . 

— Supomendo que las prue- 
bas sean positivas, ^que hara 
con el expediente? 

—Enviarlo a Simon Wisenthal. 
el cazador de nazis. En este 
caso tan especial el re presen ta 
a I a justicia. La justicia final. 



que tenian". Tambien niega que 
la finca fuera un lugar peligroso 
para los visitantes, “Era un lugar 
tan abierto, tan poco cuidado, 
que la gente lo usaba de peso. 
Estimd al hombre profunda - 
mente. Ojala que no sea un cri- 
minal de guerra". ^Cubntos 
hombres puede ser un hombre? 
Pregunta imposible de contes- 
tar. Al menos en este caso. 
Porque un hombre muy distinto 
es para el farmaceutico Noel 
Botvinik y su mujer Sofia Wes- 
tier. Un dia Hegb a la f armada 
con una perra prenada. Fue un 
regalo que el farmaceutico 
agradecib profundamente. Le 
encantaban los perros. Sin 
embargo al dia siguiente volvid a 
buscar la perra. “Me dijo que se 
fa llevaba porque yo no podria 
cuidarla . No entendi su actitud 
pero no quise crear un pro- 
blems con un cliente. Metid la 
perra en un taxi y se fue. Dos 
dias dbspuds el taxista —que se 



II am aba Parra— me dijo que 
llevd la perra a un baldio y la 
maid de un tiro . No supe qud 
pensar". La andedota, tan des- 
concertante como la del. testigo 
Roldbn, ocurrid en 1956. El ma- 
trimonio no reconoce a Ascher 
en ninguna de las fotos. 

^Coindde esta imagen con la 
que tiene el doctor Carlos Me- 
yers, el veterinario que cuidaba 
sus animates? Para nada. El 
recuerda que la familia lo Ha- 
maba, ante la menor dificultad 
que se presentaba. V algo mbs. 
Meyers, que es de origen ale- 
mbn y hablaba perfectamente el 
idioma sospecha (como Guilldn) 
que Ascher era judio-alembn. 
Para afirmarlo se basa en la 
tonada. “Con Ascher yo ha- 
blaba en afem&n. Sin embargo 
siempre sospechd que era de 
origen judk > . Lo supe por la to- 
nada. Un judio hablando ale- 
man es como un cordobds o un 
correntino . Imposible no reco- 



nocerlos". P or supuesto, no 
cree que su antiguo cliente sea 
Mengele. Hasta tal punto, que ei 
8 de julio envid una carta a El 
Liberal refutando la investiga- 
ddn. 

En 'Buenos Aires, lejos de los 
chismes del pueblo, un hombre 
recuerda perfectamente a 
Adolfo Guaiterio Ascher. Ese 
hombre es Guillermo Walter 
Klein, hermano de Hermann. 
Afirma que lo conodd a fines de 
la ddcada del ’30, que en el *46 
Ascher tendria unos 50 anos y 
que efectivamente habia sido 
herido en la guerra. Pero en la 
Primera Guerra Mundial. Es el 
unico que parece recordar ei 
nombre de su mujer: Maria 
Mercedes Gowa de Ascher 
(nombre que coincide con las 
inidales de la carta: M. M.G. de 
Ascher). 

^Cub! es la verdad? ^Quidn 
tiene razbn? ^Es posible que 
Ascher durante sus desapari- 



dones de La Banda viajara a 
Buenos Aires y ocupara la casa 
de la calle Virrey Vertiz 970, 
donde hoy sabemos que vivid 
Mengele? ^Es posible que 
Mengele estuviera refiriendose 
a la finca de Santiago del Estero 
cuando decia que tenia “un 
aserradero en ei Norte " ? O es, 
como algunos suponen, “c una 
historia de pago chico ’?. Una 
de las tantas historias que tor- 
man, a la larga, la historia de un 
pueblo. ^Memoria o leyenda? 
La respuesta, si alguna vez 
liega, esta en manos del juez 
Miotti. El expediente 2085 acaba 
de abrirse. ^Se cerrara alguna 
vez? 



" Luis' pAzos 

INVESTIQACtON: 
EDGAROO LQP€Z HEREDIA 
FOTOS: JESUS MAftTWCZ. G€NTH£ZA 
PiARt O “EL UBERAL” OE SANTIAGO DEL 
ESTERO Y JOSE TAWTESsio 
PfiOXJMO NUMERO: TERCERA ENTREGA 




73 




U na afeccidn cardio- 
vascular lo afectaba 
desde hacia un 
tiempo. En abril de 
este ano tuvieron que inter- 
narlo de^jrgenda en una di- 
nlca s antaf esina. Pero el 
diputad^Tnacional por Santa 
Fe,Ruben Cardozo, vicepre- 
sidente segundo del bloque 
justidalista, no quqria pafaT" 
la mdquina. Estaba preocu- 



diputad^ nadonal por Santa n ' co * no es * os ( ^ ue 9 ustan 
Fe,Ruben Cardozo, vicepre- descanso. Apenas re- 

sidente segundo del bloque tornb a la Argentina, co- 
justidalista, no qu^la^afaT^ a trabajar en su 

la mdquina. Estaba preocu- despacho. La primera cnsis 
pado por el desenlace de fa * despuds de la operaddn 
interna peronista despuds de * ue i ueves ^5 de julio en 



Rio Hondo, no por su salud. 
Reddn a fines de mayo viajd 
a Houston, Estados Unidos. 
Los medicos del Medical 
Metodist Hospital, despuds 
dej by-pass efectuado el 4 de 
junio, sdlo dijeron,7ue exi- 
toso". Pero este santafesino 
de 36 anos, tres hijosy-que a 
los 16 afios fue elegido de- 
legado en el gremio mecd- 



una poldmica, acddentada, 
agresiva y llena de insultos 
sesidn de la Cdmara baja. 



Alii se trataba el conflict o de 
la Ford. Antes de funda- 
mentar una serie de proyec- 
tos de su autorla, Cardozo 
comenzd a sentirse mal. 
Josd Luis Manzano, presi- 
dents de la bancada justi- 
dalista y mddico, se acercd a 
tomarle el pulso. Todos no- 
taron que el tono de voz de . 






Cardozo disminula. Se puso 
pdlido y cuando Manzano 
estaba pidiendo un cuarto 
intermfcdio, Cardozo se 
desmayd inconsciente, lo 
trasladaron a la enfermeria 
de la Cdmara y de all! a la 
Unidad Coronaria del Hos- 
pital Italiano. Mejord y viajd a 
Rosario. Este Junes 29 en 
pleno vuelo hacia Buenos 
Aires sufrid un nuevo des- 
mayo. Lo sacaron en Camilla 
desde Aeroparque hada el 
hospital. Ya esta en su do- 
midlio y asegurd que se to- 
mard, por lo menos, una se- 
rriana de descanso. Puede 
ser. Pero hasta ahora todo 
indica que la pasidn polltica 
del diputado Rubdn Cardozo 
puede mds que las reco- 
mendadones mddicas que le 
aconsejaron como mdximo 
seis horas de trabajo por dia. 
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tones 29 en vuelo desde Flosario. 



FQTO: HIGINIO GONZALEZ 




actor tiene que tocar fisicamente 
a otro necesita una acomoda- 
cibn. Si yo ahora me sentara en 
tus rodillas y te diera un beso, 
seguramente los dos sentirfa- 
mos algo. Bueno, con Gerardo 
tengo confianza. Y eso no pasa. 
Es terreno ganado. 

— Lo que no entiendo es por 
qu6 un program a hecho con 4 
semejante costo de produccidn, 
„ donde se han cuidado hasta los 
mlnlmos detalles, no tenga un 
iugar en la televlsidn, en- un 
'momenta como este,donde hay 
un auge del teleteatro. t Listed 
nunca se pregunto, por ejem 
p/o, por quS le va tan bien a 
Amaldo Andrd? 

— No lo se. Si tuviera la res- 
puesta yo tambibn tendria veinte 



puntos de rating y no los tengo. 
No sb. Tal vez yo no le gustaba 
a la gente en esa propuesta. A lo 
mejor la gente tiene ganas de 
ver a Amaldo Andrb y me pa- 
rece bien. Es una alternativa 
vblida. Pero pienso que lo que 
me pasb a mi son los avatares 
de los que se animan a seguir 
por un camino con yna pro- 
puesta' ideoldgic^determinada. 
El que no tiene propuestas tiene 
menos riesgo. 

, y.—6 Y tqdo esto no lastima su 
vanidad? * ■ 

--Digamos que mi vanidad 
hybiera preferido que la tele- 
novela anduviera bien. Pero, 
isabds que lastima mbs que mi 
vanidad? ^No?. . . Bueno, mi 
narcisismo. Porque yo trabajo 



para que me vean. El exhrbicio- 
nismo es el motor esencial de 
nuestro trabajo. Desde ese 
punto de vista si. Mi narcisismo 
estb herido. Pero mi vanidad no. 

— £ Y que d iter end a hay? 

—Que si esto’le hubiera pa- 
sado a fulanito, nadie hubiera 
dicho nada. Pero si los dembs 
suponen que Leonor Benedetto 
tiene que ser una fuente inago- 
table de exitos y de rating, 
bueno,es problema de ellos. 



Y por qud cree que esfb 
siempre ahf, en la cresta de 
la da? 

— No tengo ni la menor idea. 
—SI que la tiene . 

—Bueno porque soy una 



LO QUE DICE CANAL 1 3 



Carlos Montero , el flamante ge rente general 
de Canal 13, habld con GENTE del tema . Esto 
fue lo que dijo: "Asumi hace apenas noventa y 
seis horas. El que tomb la medida fue el direc- 
tor del canal, el senor Carlos Negri. En cuanto a 
que lo reemplazamos por una serie extranjera, 
en desmedro de una telenovela hecha por ar- 
gentinos, le adaro que esta dedsibn sblo co- 
rrerb por treinta dias. Con Barbara Narvdez no 
hidmos m£s que cumplir con lo que establecia 



el contrato que firmamos con Horacio Casares 
Producciones. En 61 se acordb que en un 
ti empo determinado el programa tenia que 
tener un minimo de diez puntos de rating. Hace 
un mes, exactamente el 12 de junio, los direc- 
tives del canal mantuvieron una reunibn con la 
gente de Casares y le dieron un plazo de treinta 
dias para que el teleteatro elevara su rating. 
Como eso no ocurrib, se deddib levantarlp. Y 
para mi bse es un hecho definitivo. 



mujer que siempre dijo lo que 
piensa. Hoy mismo en la pro- 
ductora me dijeron que no era 
conveniente hablar de estas 
cosas. "Sos una loca. Si decls 
cosas duras nos van a matar 
—c Y por que lo hizo ? 

(Se he): — Y. . . porque no me 
gusta que me den brdenes. 

—c Entonces estamos en que 
Leonor Benedetto hace siempre 
lo que le v'tene en ganas? 

— Pamplinas. Nada de eso. Si 
hubiera hecho lo que me viene 
en ganas ahora no estarfa sola. 
Nada de eso. Sblo vivo como 
puedo. Eso si, libre de prejuicios 
y de convencionalismos. Lo que 
pasa es que esta profesion ter- 
mina por endurecerla a una. Te 
forma como caifos. Pasan cosas 
a tu lado y no te das cuenta. 

—Esta sola, sacaron del aire 
Barbara Narvaez y por prim era 
vez en su vida no tiene rating. 
Volvemos al principio. . . cQuc 
pasa entonces? 

—Pasa que hice un buen 
programa que no tuvo suerte. 
Pasa que por eso puedo salir a 
la calle con la cabeza^alta. Y. . . 
mira, pasa que me lo banco 
como una reina. 



RUBEN GIORDANO 
FOTOS: EDUARDO GIMENEZ 




Por una cuestion de piel. 



Pieles Finas. 

En una Coleccion Exclusiva para la Argentina. 

Conozcalas. 




Mayo 556 - Ramos Mejia - Tel. 658-2203 / 654-0063 
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revelation de la muerte de Josef Mengele, en 1979), 
GENTE inicia una investigation histonica: los anos que 
elexterminador de Auschwitz vivio en la Argentina. 
Como llegd a Buenos Aires, sus refugios, sus contac- 
tos, sus seudonimos, todos los testimonies hoy. 
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Buenos Aires 







Durante 10 anos (hasta su huida at Paraguay) vivid en Vicente Lopez. 
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IA CASA DONOE VIVIO 
MENGEIE, HOY. 












Sigue-tgual. con el mismo 
porche y las column as donde~ . 
Mengele se fotogralio. Herta y 
Teodoro Malbran murieron. 
Solo queda Nani Malbran. 
nuera de Herta. que recuerda 
ese individuo de pocas 
palabras que vivio dos anos 
alii. Habra comentado que su 
padre ie mando ias 
maquinarias para montar la 
labrica desde Alemania'. dijo 
Nani Malbran a GENTE. 




"A bordo del 'North rang’ Josef Mengele Bega al Puerto de Buenos Ares. Rolf Nuckert -su 



sario. “Del sur del Tirol", con- 
testa Gregor - Mengele. Lo en* 
cierran. El Angel parece una 
fiera. Su barco parte en tres 
dias. Y otra vez la suerte, el azar 
do la organizacibn?), salvan a 
Mengele. Aparece el funcionario 
que se comprometib a entregar 
la visa. Todo queda en un ma- 
lentendido y el North Queen 
sigue en puerto. 

Segun cuenta Rolf Mengele, 
el North Queen amarrb en el 
puerto de Buenos Aires la ma- 
nana del 17 de setiembre de 
1949. Entre los pasajeros es- 
taba su padre. Pero en el ar- 
chivo de Migraciones, GENTE 
comprobb que ese dta ingreso 

racibn “Cruz de Hierro" , el Arehales 2460. GENTE con Nani de MalbrAn. “Recuerdo que mis un solo barco; el Anna C, pro- 

grado de capitbn y. un nuevo suegros le dieron hospedaje a un tal Helmut Gregor. Por las lotos cedente de Genova. En ese lis- 

destino: Auschwitz, campo de reconozco que fue Mengele”. tado de pasajeros no figura 

concentracibn y exterminio. Y Helmut Gregor, ni ninguno de 

entonces las palabras, las hi- 1949, Josef Mengele llega al final: Argentina. Es el pais los seudbnimos usados por el. 
pbtesis, pasaron a la prbctica. paso Brenner, en Austria. Hace donde El Angel de la muerte El North Queen no tocaba —por 
Tenfa en sus manos el caudal noche en el albergue Kersch- puede encontrar la paz. Es la esos ahos—- puerto en Buenos 

humano necesario para su te- baum, a 400 metros de la fron- orden de Odessa . Aires. Pero si el North King, que 

rrible investigacibn sobre ja he- tera italiana. No tiene docu- “Gracias a su cAdu/a de en 1 949 arribb a puerto en abril, 

rencia. mentos,pero no es un inconve : identidad voy a conseguirle junio y agosto. Con bandera 

Con el fin de la guerra, con la niente: hay suficientes pasado- — dice Kurt — en el consulado panameha, 5.024 toneladas y 
derrota del nazismo, comenzb la res que hacen su fortuna con el suizo un pasaporte internacio- 104 tripulantes salib de Vigo el 
desbandada de los artifices de! trbnsito Ilicito en la frontera. Por nal de la Cruz Roja. Manana is de mayo de 1949 y llegb a 
horror. Helmut Gregor, Herman 1 .00 0 shillings — menos que por arregtaremos las ultimas for - Buenos Aires el 20 de junio. En 
Grobert, Fritz Fischer, Gregor un ternero de contrabando — maiidades en el consulado ar- Gbnova subib Helmut Gregor, 
Gregory, Josb Aspiazu, Karl los criminales nazis son Neva- gentino que declarb tener 38 ahos, ser 
Geuske, Ernst Alvez,. Wolfang dos al otro lado de la montana: Nuevo nombre: Helmut Gre- soltero, alembn, catolico y me- 

Gerhard, fueron algunos de los Italia. Destino: el puerto de gor, certificado N° 100.501, ex- cbnico. Su numero de pasa- 

seudbnimos que usb Mengele Genova. Pero antes, Mengele 'tendido por la Cruz Roja Inter- porte: 100.501. Tambien declarb 
en su fuga, dekie 1945 hasta su tiene que contactarse nueva- nacionaL Pero un grano de tener buena salud y no poseer 
muerte en 1 979. Esos nombres mente con Odessa. La cita es arena comienza a colarse en e! ningun defecto fisico o mental, 
casi seguro quedarbn en el ol- con Nino en el albergue Cruz de aceitado engranaje de Odessa . Dio una direccion de referenda: 
vido y en las crbnicas periodfs- Oro, y la palabra clave —Have Sarandi 846, Buenos Aires. En- 

ticas. Todos lo recuerdan como para obtener dinero y nuevos HBI I prbximo paso es con- tonces, el 20 de junio de 1949, 

El Angel de la muerte . Esta in- documentos — es Rose Marie. seguir con urgencia la Josef Mengele pisaba suelo 

vestigacibn exclusiva es una Todo va sobre ruedas. Confta visa de salida italiana. argentino. 

sfntesis de la vlda de Josef una foto a Nino y recibe a cam- Kurt hace un llamado. Una vez en Buenos Aires falla 

Mengele en la Argentina: casi 1 1 bib una cbdula de identidad. Cuando cuelga, estb el primer contacto de Mengele. 

ahos en la historia del colec- Aparece Erwin en escena con pblido. Se entera que el fun- Rolf Nuckert no acude a la cita. 
aonador de ojos azules. un buen paquete de dolares. cionario encargado de conse- No tiene plata argentina. Por un 

Odessa signifies Organisation (Segun Rolf Mengele, hijo de guir la visa salib de vacaciones. momento se desconcierta. Pero 
der SS Angehorigen (Organi- Josef, Erwin es Hans Seldmeier, El engranaje estb a punto de toma una decision rbpida: 
zacibn de los miembros de las compahero de colegio de su detenerse. “ DeberA ir solo acepta la hospttalidad de dos 
SS). Una estructura, un com- padre. Rolf pudo hilvanar paso —Kurt se lava las manos— . italianos que conocib a bordo. 
promiso, un pacto de sangre a paso la fuga de su padre a Prepara 20.000 liras para el Un cuarto compartido en el Pa- 
para enfrentar a la derrota, una travAs de las cartas que le funcionario de prefectura. . . lermo, un hotel de tercera para 
urdimbredecontactos y dinero a mandd, las conversaciones Seguramente querra mAs. . .” inmigrantes, donde el agua estb 
nivel mundial, un manto que mantuvo con Al, y unas Josef Mengele se arriesga, no al final de un corredor en pa- 

transforma en invisibles a los anotaciones que estAn en su tiene alternative, no puede vol- langanas oxidadas. En su pri- 
camaradas de armas perse- pocjer y en donde Mengele ver atrbs.EI cercoen Europa se me ra salida pasea por el centro 
guides. Odessa da la sehal a contd la historia de su vida). va cerrando y su paz estb en la y va en busca del segundo con- 
Mengele. Despubs de la guerra Pero, iquiAn es Hurt, esa fi- Argentina. * tacto. Debe encontrar al Doctor 

habfa pasado cuatro ahos ca- gura enigmbtica, un hombre “Deme su permiso de per - Schott que tiene su oficina en la 

muflado en una granja cerca de que aparece distante pero muy manencia 1 ' , le exige el comisario calle 25 de Mayo. Pasa frente a 
su pueblo natal. Se acerca el eficaz? Por 120.000 liras le de emigracibn. El no de Hel- la Casa Rosada. Dos soldados 
peligro, hay que huir de Europa. reserva un pasaje en e\ North mut Gregor suena dbbll. “cDe montan guardia. Los observa 
El domingo de Pascuas de Queen, clase turista. Puerto ddnde viene T t insiste el comi- C on deleite y piensa: “La ropa 
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I os hombres, al igual 
que los perros, tienen 
su pedigri. Por lo 
tanto sus car acted s- 
ticas raciales se pue~ 
den mejorar mediante 
la cruza *\ Palabras 
del joven mbdico, doc- 
tor en antropologfa, 
agregado en la Uni- 
versidad de Frankfort y asistente 
de “La higiene de las razas” de 
la misma ciudad. A los 27 ahos 
— en 1938—, ingresb en la SS y 
sirvib en el Tirol, en el ’40 pasb 
a la dvisibn de la SS “Wilsing" 
de Himmler y partidpb de la ofen- 
siva contra el frente ruso hasta 
1943. Una herida, la condeco- 





primer contacto- fatta a la cita. Se hospedo en el Palermo, un hotel para iranirantes." 



que sirve mejor a los estados 
sigue siendo el uniforme militar. 
jVerguenza tiene que sentir la 
nueva Alemania que quema sus 
uniformes por la culpa colectiva 
y los complejos de inferioridadr 

S chott es incapaz de 
encontrarle un trabajo 
de acuerdo a sus pre- 
tensiones. Trabaja en la 
tejeduria Armantex 
Ltda ., como ingeniero, y le co- 
menta a Mengele: "Listed, Gre- 
gor, podrfa trabajar alii como 
cardador de /ana". Altivez y 
rechazo de Mengele ante la 
propuesta de su contacto. 

Busca otra conexibn. Sabe que 
no puede dar pasos en falso. Se 
encuentra —no casualmente— 
con un carpintero que queri'a 
dejar su puesto. "No solamente 
— escribe Mengele en su dia- 
rio — , tenia para ofrecerle su 
puesto a un sucesor sino que 
tambien me ofrece su lugar 
para dormir”. Y del hotel para 
inmigrantes se va a Vicente 
Lbpez, al norte de la Capital. 

Durante los casi once ahos que 
Mengele vive en la Argentina 
sus domicilios estbn dentro de 
un radio de 5 cuadras a la re - 
donda: 5 de Julio 1074 (hoy, 

Lisandro de la Torre), Sarmiento 
1875, Arenales 2460 y Virrey 
Vertiz 970, cuatro lugares por 
donde pasb Josef Mengele. La 
casa de Otto y Bertha Pantz, en 
Sarmiento al 1800, habn'a sido 
el primer domicilio de Helmut 
Gregor en Vicente L6pez. Este 
matrimonio alembn fallecib hace 
mbs de 10 ahos y sus hijos^no 
quieren hacer declaraciones a la 
prensa. Segun comentarios de 
los vecinos, en los ahos 50, Be- 
rtha y Otto alquilaban una pieza 
que tenian en el fondo del cha- 
let. Alii Mengele y otro personaje 
sblo conocido hasta ahora como 
el ingeniero M compartlan una 
pieza sin ventanas. Pero alguien 
hablb demasiado. El ingeniero 
M. t se entera que el nuevo pen- 
sionista es doctor en medicina. 

Esta indiscrecibn tendria diez 
ahos mbs tarde funestas con- 
secuencias para el jefe medico 
de Auschwitz. Segun la revista 
aiemana ,4 Bunte”, despubs de 

unos dias el ingeniero M., se va Mengele vivid en cuatro casas ubicadas dentro de un radio de cinco cuadras en Vicente Lopez. A: Arenales 
de la pensibn. Mengele se ale- 2460, alii alquild una pieza. B: Sarmiento 1875 , compartid una habitacidn con “el ingeniero M". C: Virrey 
gra de tener la habitacibn para el Vdrtiz 970, aqui vivid hasta fines del ’59. D: 5 de Julio 1074 (hoy, Lisandro de la Torre). Alquilaba una 
solo. Pero el ingeniero regresa habitacidn para su esposa Martha y su hijastro Carlos Enrique. 
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"Recibia pocas yisitas. Le gustaba salir a caminan con su imijer, Martha, y 




ASIOfGO 



Con el no mb re de Helmut Gregor, mecinico alembn de 38 ados, 
Josef Mengele llegd at pals a 
bordo del “ North King" el 20 de junio de 1949 . 



muy pronto con su pequeha hija 
en brazos. Estb enferma, y 61, 
desesperado. Presiona a Men- 
gele para que revise a su hija. El 
mbdico - carpintero duda, sabe 
el peligro que corre si se difunde 
su verdadera profesibn. Duda 
pero acepta: “Reconod que la 
asistencia a los enfermos es el 
primero de los mandamientos 
hipocriticos" , escribirfa en su 
diario. El diagnbstico es rbpido: 
escarlatina. La puso en el des- 
vbn de la casa — una improvi- 
sada sala de ais/amiento — y asi 
la cuidaron hasta su recupera- 
cibn con pahos para bajar la 
fiebre, comida liviana, tb de 
manzanilla y pastillas de sulfa- 
mida. 

D esde el ano 50 hasta 
juiio del ’52, Helmut 
Gregor se hospeda en 
Arenales 2460, en otra 
casa de familia. Tam- 
bibn aquf aJquila una habitacibn, 
pero esta vez para el solo. 
Teodoro y Herta Malbrbn — a- 
lemanes — aceptan el buen 
pago que ofrece este h ombre de 
trato cortes, pero de pocas pa- 
labras. Los Malbrbn fallecieron, 
hoy habita la casa la nuera: Nani 
de Malbrbn. Mira la foto de 
Mengele y no duda: “Ese hom- 
bre vivid aqul durante m&s de 
dos ahos . Sdlo venia a dormir. 
Era tranquilo , de buenos mo- 
dales. Se habia alojado bajo el 
nombre de Helmut Gregor . Mi 
suegra, en esa epoca , tenia 
problemas econdmicos y ah 
quilaba algunos de los cuartos 
de la casa. Asi como vino, un 
1 dfa se fue. Mejor dicho , tuvo 
que irse porque yo y mi novio, el 
hijo de Bertha, nos casdbamos 
e ibamos a vivir en esta casa . 
Con el tiempo conocimos su 
foto a travds de la prensa. Su - 
pimos quien era. Fue una desa - 
grad able sorpresa ,f . 

lY a que se dedicaba Helmut 
Gregor por esos tiempos? “A 
nosotros nos decia — cuenta 
Nani de Malbrbn— que estaba 
montando una pequeha fabric a 
de tomena en mad era. En el '51 
o en el '52, no recuerdo bien, (e 
comentd a mi suegra que su 
padre le habia mandado desde 
Alemania todas las maquinarias 
necesarias . Eso es todo lo que 
puedo contar de ese tal Helmut 
Gregor. iAh ! Otra cos a: por 
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periodos de tiempo no muy ex - 
tensos dejaba de venir a dormir. 
Nunca daba expficaciones . " 

Durante los once anos si- 
guientes, amigos poderosos, 
generosos donantes, se es* 
fuerzan por hacer prosperar al 
ex medico de Auschwitz. Su 
padre nunca dejb de escribirie 
pero la madre quemaba las 
cartas y sblo guardaba las es- 
tampillas para coleccionar. Rolf 
recuerda que su abuelo Karl 
habia viajado una vez a la Ar- 
gentina y que le hizo llegar 
despues a Josef —por distintas 
vias— costosas maquinarias 
para trabajar la madera. Tam- 
bien Rolf cuenta que la relacibn 
mbs preciada que su padre 
habia hecho en la Argentina era 
un tal Sassen, criminal de gue- 
rra alembn a cuya cabeza le 
habian puesto precio en Beigica. 
Sassen habria sido quien puso 
en contacto a Mengele con 
Rudel, el aviador mbs conde- 
corado de la Segunda Guerra 
Mondial y conocido del entonces 
presidente Juan Domingo 
Perbn. Mengele se siente se- 
guro y crece econbmicamente. 
Compra un Borg ward Isabella 
— uno de los autombviles mbs 
lujosos de la bpoca— y obtiene 
sin dificultades una cedula de 
identidad. Segun Bunte , recibe 
un pasaporte de la Bundesre - 
pubfik que le entrega el emba- 
jador de Alemania. Con este 
pasaporte se presenta ante los 
tribunales argentinos y entrega 



una solicitud para cambiar su 
nombre por el de Josef Men- 
gele. No encuentra obstbculos 
en su camino. 

Pero la carpinteria no era el 
hobby predilecto de Josef 
Mengele. La medicina, la ex- 
perimentaci6n quimica, le 
atraian mbs. En 1957 la firma 
Fadro Farm KGS A alquila a 
Orbis una propiedad ubicada en 
Drysdale al 3700, en Carapa- 
chay, zona norte del Gran 
Buenos Aires. Fadro Farm es 
una firma que se dedica a la 
elaboracibn de drogas antitu- 
berculosas. El contrato social 
del laboratorio estb a nombre de 
dos personas: el doctor Ernesto 
Timmerman y el doctor Josef 
Mengele. Asi, a cara descu- 
bierta y con su identidad, Men- 
gele aparece en escena. Su 
nombre figura en los contratos 
durante seis meses hasta que 
inesperadamente desaparece. 

T res ahos despubs Fadro 
Farm compra las insta- 
ladones y la firma con- 
tinua trabajando hasta 
1972, aproximadamente, 
bajo la direccibn del doctor Tim- 
merman. Luego, durante tres 
ahos permanedb desocupada y 
en la actualidad en Drysdale al 
3700 funaona un frigorlfico. Un 
dato interesante: en las actas de 
la empresa hay una observaabn 
en la que se detalla que la fa- 
milia Mengele de G urzburg ha- 
bn'a aportado un milldn de mar- 



cos para que Josef sea copro- 
pietario. 

Auto, empresa y nueva casa. 
En setiembre de 1957 llega un 
nuevo veano a las barrancas de 
Vicente L6pez, a dnco cuadras 
de la estadbn. Habita el chalet 
de Virrey V6rtiz 970. No estb 
solo. Una mujer — Martha, viuda 
de Karl, el hermano de Menge- 
le — y su hijo, Carlos Enrique, 
llegan con d. Sus vednos de la 
6poca afirmaron que era un in- 
dividuo cortbs pero que no 
otorgaba ninguna dase de con- 
fianza o amistad a los habitantes 
del barrio. Hacia una vida re- 
traida y redbia pocas visitas: dos 
o tres matrimonios alemanes 
que lo visitaban en contadas 
oportunidades. Eso si, le gus- 
taba caminar. Mengele debia 
disfrutar esos paseos por Vi- 
cente Lbpez, sin problemas 
aparentes, como un veano mbs. 
Lejos de Auschwitz, lejos de la 
muerte. Iba acompahado por 
Martha y una perra boxer a la 
que llamaban Be/a. Para el ba- 
rrio, los Mengele eran un matri- 
monio normal. No tenia n discu- 
siones, aunque e\ joven Carlos 
Enrique, de 13 ahos parecia 
temer al jefe de la familia. El 
matnmonio de Josef y Martha se 
habria consumado el 25 de juiio 
de 1958 en Montevideo por de- 
signio de la familia en Gunzburg 
que no quena ver el patrimonio 
heredado por la herrnosa viuda 
en manos extra has. La vida de 
los Mengele seguia carriles 
tranquilos. En el barrio se co- 
mentaba que bi era doctor en 
medidna pero que no ejera'a su 
profesibn. Notaban que a veces 
se ausentaba de (a Capital en 
viajes de negocio. “ Tiene un 
aserradero en fa zona norte de / 
pais”, explicaban algunos. Pare- 
a'an gozar de todas las como- 
didades: una casa bien amue- 
blada y con pileta de nataabn. 
Adembs, gustaban de la buena 
mesa. Legumbres, carnes y 
dariamente compraban yogur y 
leche envasada. Carlos Enrique 
cursaba la pnmana en ei Col ego 
Alembn de Martinez, donde es- 
taba inscripto con el apellido 
Mengele. 

,l Un horn bre cortbs y tran - 
quiio ", lo definieron sus vecinos. 
No asi quienes pudieron vivir 
despubs de haber pasado por 
Auschwitz. Ernst Kohn (57), 





perra boxer ’Bela'. Era cortes, pero no otorgaba confianza a los vecinos." 



judio, era escribiente de Men- 
gele. Vivid ocho meses al lado 
del Angel de la muerte. Kohn 
recuerda: “Mengele era un 
hombre nervioso . Por las ma - 
nanas llegaba con un humor 
temibte. Tres boras mAs tarde 
despues de la primer a selec- 
cidn, silbaba arias de dpera, 
estaba divertido'\ 

T odo siguid normal hasta 
setiembre de 1959. 
Odessa dio el alerta. 
Otra red, menos nume- 
rosa pero eficaz tendia 
su sombra sobre la Argentina. 
Los Servicios Secretos Israelies 
comenzaban a cosechar infor- 
macidn. Para muchos nazis, el 
tiempo y la vida tranquila habfan 
hecho flaquear las medidas de 
seguridad. Pequehos grupos de 
la Mossad rondaban por Bue- 
nos Aires. Tenian dos objetivos 
precisos: Eichmann y Mengele. 
En la primavera del *59, el ve- 
cino de Virrey Vertiz desapare- 
ciO. En el barrio se comentd con 
extraneza esa urgente mu- 
danza. " Parece que abando - 
naron el pa/s porque van a Ale- 
mania a separarse’\ dijeron al- 
gunos. La mayoria no creyd esa 
version. A Mengele le habian 
avisado que estaba por caer en 
la trampa de los israelies. Eich- 
mann no pudo escapar. En 
mayo de 1 960 fue capturado en 
Don Torcuato y en un avidn de 
EI-AI (la linea oficial israeli) fle- 
tado bajo la apariencia de un 
vuelo que trasportaba a una 
misidn gubernamenta! de Israel. 
Pero Josef Mengele, el hombre 
mds buscado de todos los 
tiempos, el medico que co- 
mandd el campo de concentra- 
cidn y exterminio de Auschwitz y 
que durante sus anos de trabajo 
envid a las cdmaras de gas a 
2.100.000 personas, volaba una 
vez mds. Paraguay* una posible 
estadi'a en Bariloche y despues 
BrasH, hasta su muerte en 1979. 
Asi pudo escapar definitiva- 
mente a lajusticia de los hom- 
bres. 

ADRIAN VAN PER HORST 
I NVEST1GA CION: HORACIO ALONSO 
FOTOS: BUKTE, MARCELO RGUERAS. 
FABIAN MAURI Y GERARDO PREGO 

La semana prdxima: segunda 
y ultima entrega de Mengele en 
la Argentina . 




MENGELE 01 SU JARMN 



Virrey Vdrtiz 970 . Aqui vivid desde 1957 hasta que “ desaparecid abruptamente en setiembre del ’59". Era 
una casa bien amueblada y con pileta de natacidn en las barrancas de Vicente Ldpez a 4 cuadras de la 
estacidn . Odessa le avisd que los servicios israelies lo estaban por cercar. Inicid entonces una nueya fuga 
que to llevd a Paraguay, una posible vuelta a Bariloche y a Brasil hasta su muerte ocurrida en 1979. 
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R 'onald Reagan era el 
mito. El hombre mb- 
gico que solucionaba 
las problemas mbs 
dificiles de un mundo con- 
vufsionado. Era un hombre 
de suerte que habia sobre- 
vivido a un intento de ase- 
sinato. Que con sus 74 anos 
segufa teniendo la vitalidad 
de siempre, las fuerzas, las 
ganas. Un hombre en quien 
los norteamencanos se veian 
reflejados. Pero vino la ope- 
radbn y la frase de sus me- 
dicos: “Al presidente se le 
extirpd un tumor maligno". 
El mito se transformaba en 
hombre. Al igual que miles 
de norteamencanos el pre- 
sidente no era inmortal. La 




magia aca no podia funcio- 
nar. durante ocho dias todos 
los medios de comunicacibn 
hablaron de la enfermedad 
de Reagan. Exactamente 
hasta el sbbado 20, cuando 
con su mano en alto — como 
didendo “todo e$t£ oke/‘— 
volvib a la Casa Blanca a 
seguir trabajando, a saludar 



desde e! balcbn Truman con 
las mismas fuerzas y ganas 
que durante su campaha 
electoral. Fue ese dia 
cuando el pueblo nortea- 
mericano volvib a "votar” por 
el. Creyeron en esa mano en 
alto y en el optimismo que 
transmitia. Volvieron a 
creerle cuando les aconsejb: 
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“com patriot as haganse un 
chequeo medico si creen 
tener algun probiema Y 
una vez mbs cuando lo vie- 
ron abrazar a Nancy Reagan 
diciendole: “Gracias socia 
por tu ayuda Porque Ro- 
nald Reagan no les decia 
— no les dijo— que habia 
vencido la enfermedad. Les 
ensehb, como dijo la revista 
Neewsweek, “que el cancer 
se puede domestical , Re- 
agan siguib siendo el mito. 
Pero por sobre todo se con- 
virtib en el hombre, que logrb 
“domesticar” una enferme- 
dad que es sindnimo de 
muerte. Y esta vez ni la 
magia ni el mito estuvieron a 
su iado. 
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Jewish women and children wait for instructions at the Auschwitz station: Fates were sealed with a flick of the doctor's thumb 
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Forty years after the Holocaust, the search for Josef Mengele takes on new life. 



j The applican t walked into a police station 

^ in Asuncion, Paraguay, on Oct. 24, 1959 . He 

| presented an Argentine identity card, dated 

i 1956. He formally declared that he had 

\ opened an account at the Banco del Para - 

I guay and had deposited the required 5,000 

\ guaranis ($41.50). He presented two Para- 

| guay an sponsors; he described himself as a 

\ businessman and said he lived in a neighbor- 

| hood of Asuncion called Fernando de la 

\ Mora . The presiding police official painstak- 

\ ingly wrote down in longhand a description of 

\ the man who stood before him: dark skin, 

cleanshaven, vertical forehead [ light brown 
l eyes, "medium ''mouth, straight nose, "nor- 

mal" eyebrows, prominent chin . Then a five- 
year residency permit was issued — in the 
name of Jose Mengele. 

T he police document has since vanished 
from government files. But in Asun- 
cion recently, Nc-wswiii- k's Theodore 
Stanger got a look at a photostat of what was 
purported to be the original paperwork Jo- 
sef Mengele completed before applying for 
Paraguayan citizenship 25 years ago. The 
l source who possessed the photostat refused 

to say where it had come from or to allow it 
to be photographed. Just such ephemera — 
shadowy meetings, mysterious documents, 
unconfirmed sightings — have all been pari 
of the 40-ycar search for the fugitive '‘Angel 



of Death,” the Nazi doctor who sent hun- 
dreds of thousands of victims to the gas 
chambers at Auschwitz and performed gro- 
tesque medical “experiments” on thou- 
sands of others. In 1979, under mounting 
pressure from abroad, Paraguay stripped 
Mengele of his citizenship. Earlier this year, 
President Alfredo Stroessner, who onceem- 
ployed Mengele as his physician, ordered a 
new public-relations campaign disavowing 
any knowledge of the war criminal's where- 
abouts. But Nazi hunters have reason to 
believe that Mengele is still alive, at the age 
of 74, and most of them are persuaded that 
he is hiding out somewhere in Paraguay, 
Four decades after the Holocaust the 





In 1 93 H and 1959: The most elusive Nazi 



search for Josef Mengele is taking on new 
life. Just last week Israel offered a $ 1 million 
reward for his capture and formally asked 
Interpol, the international police agency, to 
help track him down. In Frankfurt, investi- 
gators from West Germany, the United 
States and Israel met to pool their informa- 
tion and to plan a common strategy for 
capturing Mengele. This week, one of 
the world's best-known nongovernmental 
Nazi hunters, Beate Klarsfeld of Paris, will 
travel to Paraguay with a new kind of want- 
ed poster: a brief film about Mengele that 
she has been told she can show on local 
television. “Mengele is in Paraguay under 
the personal protection of President 
Stroessner,” charges Klarsfeld’s husband, 
Serge, a French lawyer. Now public and 
private pressure may at last force Mengele 
out into the cold again. 

Hit List: He has proved to be the most 
elusive of the top Nazi fugitives, crisscross- 
ing two hemispheres, always at least one 
step ahead of his pursuers. In 1947 he appar- 
ently slipped through the hands of U S. 
occupation forces in Germany. For years he 
lived in or near his hometown ofGiinzburg, 
West Germany, without detection. The 
Mossad, Israel's fabled secret service, 
counts Mengele as one of its more conspicu- 
ous failures. The Israeli agents who kid 
napped Adolf Eichmann from Argentina m 
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TRAIL OF A MASS MURDERER 



1944 - Mengele leaves Auschwitz with false pa* 
pers, allegedly obtained for him by his Jewish 
mistress, whom he saved from the gas chamber. 

1 947 - Arrestod^y^hSrAoT^ then is releasedor 
escap^srKiSes put in Germar 

£49 - Resides briefly in hometown of Gu? 
burg, then flees through Italy to Argentina wittL 
Red Cross passport in the name of Helmut Gre^ 
gor. Under protection of dictator Juan Peron, fie 
sets up medical practice without work permit. 
.1951 - Enters Paraguay and lives part-tim^ 

pAsuncihiL 

1 954 * Obtains German divofCStrOTfThis first wife. 




956 - Resettles in Argentina, where he acquir^ 
Argentine passport in name of Josd Men^ 

M arr ie s his lH Other ‘s widow t n -Ufuguay, 
1959 - Reportedly attends his father's funeral in 
Gunzburg, then returns to Argentina. West Ger- 
man prosecutor in Freiburg issues first arrest 
warrant; Mengele, fearing^gxlradition, jiees to 
ParaguayjwheceJiaobtatns Paraguayan cibierv 
ship^aWffffiSlater. 

960 - Israeli agents kidnap Adolf Eichmanc \fc 
'Buenos Aires and learn Mengele's address^dnly 
to find he fled to Argentina earlier, 

\\ le and hie w tfe atTggedly spend time 
in Brazil, Switzerland, Egypt, and at a monastery 
on Greek island of Kythnos. where Greek police 



arrive just days after he leaves. Mengele's wife 
and stepson leave him and return to Europe. 
1902 - West Germany requests Mengele's extra- 
dition from Paraguay; Stroessner government is 
uncooperative. 

1965 * Allegedly moves to his brother’s farm in 
Iguagu area. 

1979 - Under pressure from abroad, Paraguayan 
Supreme Court strips him of his citizenship. Ac- 
cording to one report, he flies from Asuncion to 
Miami. 

1961*1985 - Checks on his whereabouts in Mi- 
ami, West Germany, as well as Paraguay, Chile, 
Brazil, Ecuador. Bolivia, Uruguay, Australia and 
other countries, yield no results. 



1960 were too slow to bag Mengeie; later, 
when Prime Minister Menachem Begin put 
Mengele on a hit list, the Mossad couldn’t 
gel close enough to kill him, much less arrest 
him. The search for Mengeie now is a race 
against time- — one last effort to find the Nazi 
doctor before death by natural causes en- 
ables him to cheat the hangman forever. 

" Mengele was a very handsome, smartly- 
dressed man in his 30s, with a boyish, sharp- 
featured face, who spoke the cultured Ger- 
man of an intellectual, " Ella Lingens, an 
Auschwitz survivor, wrote after the war. “He 
stood, day in and day out , on the station 
ramp, sometimes whistling an opera, survey- 
ing the arriving prisoners and jabbing his 
thumb either to the right or to the left. The 
prisoners he sent to one side could proceed to 
the camp; the other column was marched to 
the gas chambers . " Of the 4 million Jews , 
gypsies and other prisoners hauled into 
Auschwitz during World War II, only 
405,000 were considered sufficiently Jit for 
work to be registered as inmates. 

Mengele took part in at least 74 of these 
mass selections between May 24, 1943 ’, when 
he arrived in Auschwitz, and Christmas Eve 
of 1944, when he disappeared from the camp 
as the Red Army closed in. He personally 
sent perhaps 400,000 people to their deaths: 
the old, the infirm and nearly all of the 
children who passed before him. "'Mengele 
was utterly con vinced that the Jews had to be 
destroyed, " another Auschwitz doctor. Hans 
Wilhelm Munch , told a German prosecutor 
after the war. “[Bui] he believed it was OK 
for those Jews who were capable of work to be 
kept alive for the time being . " 

How can anyone be sure t hut Mengele is 
still alive? Partly because of what hasn't 
happened yet : his family has nol announced 



his death. Mengele has a son named Rolf 
and a stepson named Karl-Heinz back in 
West Germany. The family’s agricultur- 
al-machinery company, Karl Mengele & 
Sons, still operates in Gunzburg. Family 
members refuse to talk about Josef Men- 
gele. ''When they can say the man is dead, 
the embarrassment will be finished," notes 
Simon Wiesenthal, the veteran Nazi hunter 
based in Vienna. "But they 
always say, *No comment'?' 

Keeping in Touch: Josef 
Mengele still has a lawyer 
in Frankfurt, named Fritz 
Steinaeker, and recently the 
attorney went beyond "No 
comment.’' "Yes, I have rep- 
resented Mengele," he told 
Newsweek, "and I still do 
represent him." Hans-Eber- 
hard Klein, the Frankfurt 
prosecutor who heads West 
Germany's search for Men- 
gele, says he has "no .evi- 
dence" to link the family and 
its company to the fugitive SS 
doctor. But there are rumors 
that Mengele keeps in touch « 
with his roots, Wiesenthal 
charges that t he Mengele clan 
"knew all the time where he was," and still 
does, "even today." 

In Frankfurt last week, prosecutor Klein 
met with Israeli investigators and a team of 
Americans headed by Mark Richard, a U.S. 
deputy assistant attorney general. After- 
ward, the officials issued a statement prom- 
ising that their governments would "work 
intensively together" to catch Mengele. The 
coordinated hunt began in earnest only a 
few months ago. On Feb. 6, William French 
Smith, who was attorney general then, as- 
signed the task to the Justice Department's 



Office of Special Investigations, which was 
set up five years ago to trace Nazi war 
criminals in the United States, but has not, 
until now, pursued a case overseas. 

The reward offered by Israel last week 
brings to 53.4 million the amount of money 
potentially available to whoever captures 
Mengele.* Surprisingly, Israel's pursuit of 
the Auschwitz doctor has been an on-and- 



off affair. Isser Hard, the Mossad chief 
who captured Eichmann, pursued Menge- 
le relentlessly, in hopes of subjecting him 
to a show trial like the one staged for his 
fellow Nazi. Later, however, the Israelis 
developed a st range-bed fellows relation- 
ship with Stroessner’s right-wing, German- 

* Anonymous contributors have offered SI million 
through the Simon Wiesenthal Center in Los Angeles. 
Oilier rewards have been put up by Wiesenthal himself 
(S 50,000), Beale Klarsfeld (525,000) and the West German 
government < >220.<XXi). An additional 5>! million has been 
offered Ivy The Washington limes, (he newspaper that is 
linked to the Rev. Sun Myung Moon’s Unification Church . 
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Prosecutor Klein: An international effort in a race against time 



W ORLD A F FAIRS 

flavored dictatorship. Paraguay 
consistently supported Israel in 
the United Nations and hired 
Israelis to train its armed 
forces and maintain its airliners. 

The Mossad appeared to ease 
up on the Mengelecase. In 1977 
Begin tried to light a fire under 
the secret service. 'The order 
was to ‘get’ Mengeie, and not to 
drag him before a court,” a 
former Begin aide told News- 
week’s Milan J. Kubic. ‘‘Had 
the Mossad found him, he 
would have been immediately 
executed.” 

Effort: But the Mossad didn’t 
find Mengeie. Now, in the emotional after- 
math of Bitburg and the 40th anniversary 
of VE Day, the coalition government of 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres apparently 
believes that it has to do something . Ariel 
Sharon, the hawkish minister without 
portfolio, has charged that the government 
doesn’t “know how to stand up to (he 
goyim [gentiles].” Alluding to Bitburg, 
Justice Minister Moshe Nissim told the 
Knesset last week that Israel was obligated 
now “to make a greater effort to bring 
those mass murderers still alive to justice.” 
Critics charged that the campaign consist- 
ed of more imagery than effort. Hard told 
Israeli radio that the reward should have 
been offered for “reliable information,” 
not just for Mengele’s outright capture by 
nongovernment personnel. “Announcing a 
reward or sending requests to Interpol is 
not the way to catch Mengeie,” he said. 
“The only way to do that is by an 
operation carried out by professionals.” 



Some of Mengeie 's most gruesome experi- 
ments were performed on twins. I 'era Alex- 
ander, a Jewish orderly who saw Mengeie 
almost daily, recalls the fate, of three-year-old 
I ito a nd Nino. “ Mengeie sewed them togeth - 
er. hack to hack." she has testified. "They 
screamed day and night from pain. Finally , 
their mother managed to get some morphine, 
and she killed them to end their misery. " 
Mengeie a Iso specialized in eyes. In the fall of 
1944, he began to experiment oti a newborn 
baby named Dugina r. injecting dye into her 
eyeballs everyday. Soon after Auschwitz yeas 



liberated in January 1945, the baby died. 

Beyond sheer madness and sadism. Men- 
geie had a bizarre scientific purpose: to re- 
build the “ master race . ” He tried to turn 
brown eyes Aryan blue . He searched for the 
secret of producing twins so that Germany 
could replace its wartime losses more quick- 
ly. Aryan racial characteristics mattered 
greatly to Mengeie — who looked a bit like a 
gypsy himself 

Mengeie has survived many close calls 
during his years on the run. One German 
source says that after slipping away from 
Auschwitz, he hid out with a mistress 
named Wilma, a Jew he had spared from the 
gas chambers. One recently uncovered doc- 
ument suggests that, in 1947, an American 
intelligence unit in occupied Germany took 
Mengeie into custody, briefly and inconclu- 
sively. Now the Justice Department has 
acquired documents that may help to estab- 
lish whether U.S. officials deliberately al- 
lowed Mengeie to es- 
cape. One dossier comes 
from the International 
Red Cross, which issued 
the passport that Men- 
geie carried when he fled 
to Argentina in 1949, 
using the name Helmut 
Gregor. The passport 
file could reveal the 
route that Mengeie took 
to get out of Europe — 
and who helped him. 

Mercemiries: The re- 
ward money offered for 
Mengele's capture may 
set some bounty hunters on his trail. New 
York attorney Gerald Posner, who is writ- 
ing a book about Mengeie, says he knows of 
two groups, one American and one Brazil- 
ian, that are planning expeditions to hunt 
for the Nazi doctor. But if Mengeie is in- 
deed hiding among Paraguay’s 50,000 eth- 
nic Germans, he will be difficult to lo- 
cate. “If you’re going to pull it off, you’ve 
got to gel some money up-front to do the 
reconnaissance, the travel, the bribery 
and to hire people.” says Dale Dye, execu- 
tive editor of Soldier of fortune magazine, 



the guide to two-fisted fantasy. 
Dye also warns that “the hoopla 
will just drive the guy under- 
ground if he’s alive. So the real 
pros are just kind of laughing up 
their sleeves.” 

The report is dated Aug. 19, 
1944. It is written by an SS of- 
ficer whose signature is illegible. 
The su bjecl is Josef Men gele. ‘ 7 1 e 
is absolutely dependable , upright 
and straightforward, ” writes the 
evaluator. “ In his conduct to- 
ward his superiors, Mengeie has 
shown the perfect behavior of 
an SS leader. ” The commander 
writes approvingly that Mengeie 
"has used the. little free time at his 
disposal to broaden his studies and has made 
a valuable contribution in the field of anthro- 
pology by using the scientific materials ct his 
d isposa /. ' * Th e ' 'scien t if c m a teria Is," p re- 
sumably, include Jews, gypsies and other 
enemies of the Third Reich. 

Josef Mengeie ought to feel right at home 
in Paraguay, if he is still hiding out there. 
According to local sources, President 
Strocssner has told close friends that Hitler 
did not authorize the murder of the Jews; 
the death camps, he is said to believe, were 
the work of overzealous subordinates. Late 
last year, Elizabeth Hollzman, the Brook- 
lyn, N.Y., district attorney, visited Para- 
guay with a group of Mengeie hunters that 
included Beate Klarsfeld. “One of the most 
telling comments we received,” Hollzman 
recalls, “was from the president of the Su- 
preme Court, who said: ‘We admire the 
Nazis. Not for their cruelty, but for their 
patriotism and their militarism.’ That gives 
you a clear picture of the environment.” 
Image Problem: Likeothertop Paraguay- 
an officials, Luis Maria Argana, the head of 
the Supreme Court and a potential succes- 
sor to the 72-vear-old Stroessner, denies 
that the government is harboring Men- 
geie. “Paraguay’s image abroad is being 
deliberately distorted now by the press,” he 
maintains. But Wiesenthal says he is ”100 
percent sure” that Mengeie was holed up in 
Paraguay as recently as last June. And 
Serge Klarsfeld believes that “Mengeie is 
living in a large private villa outside Asun- 
cion, either one owned by Stroessner him- 
self or by a friend of Stroessner.” The Para- 
guayan leader is scheduled to make a 
controversial state visit to West Germany 
next July, and Wiesenthal, for one, hopes 
that Chancellor Helmut Kohl will take tin: 
occasion to put on more pressure for extra- 
dition. Stroessner also wants a trip to Wash- 
ington; in 1983 he fired his foreign minister 
for failing to cadge an invitation. Bui the 
Paraguayan president isn’t likely to receive 
such an honor until he, or someone else, 
produces Josef Mengeie — dead or alive 
Russr.u. wa i son with Theodore st anger mi 
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THE VICTIMS OF 
HIS MURDEROUS 
RACIAL EXPERIMENTS 
' ; WERE OFTEN 







AND ON THE EVD 
OF A HISTORIC REUNION OF 
HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS, 
HE STILL RUNS FREE 
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A 30-YEAR FLIGHT FROM JUSTICE- 




Faces of a Nazi on the run: inGermany (c. 1939); in Buenos Aires; in Eldorado, Argentina: inAsuncidn, Paraguay. 
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Incredible as it seems now, Josef Mengele 
lived a relatively tranquil life just after the 
war. For some time he successfully palmed 
himself off as a harmless physician near his 
family home in Gtinzburg on the shores of 
the Danube, But since 1949, when he be- 
came fearful of being brought to trial for 
mass war crimes, Mengele’s travels and 
close escapes could have been lifted from 
a James. Bond movie; Indeed, in a recent 
film, Gregory Peck portrayed Mengele as 
the model Nazi-on-the-lam. The following 
report Includes the freshest information 
about Mengele’s continuing flight. 

Mengele first fled Germany through a 
Nazi escape network. Hidden in a monas- 
tery In Rome's Via Sicilia, supplied with 
false papers in Spain, he entered Argentina 
in 1951. In the 30 years since, undercover 
J U . t tirnm 



doggedly if fruitlessly tracked him 
through the Jungle hinterlands of South 
America, in and out of Europe and possi- 
bly even to the United States. Their efforts, 
however, have been repeatedly thwarted 
since Mengele has lived mostly in the com- 
pany of other former Nazis in Latin Amer- 
ica who are joined in a mutual protection 
society they call “Spidery’ which is 



financed-by drug smuggling and extortion. 

Argentina and Paraguay proved safe ha- 
vens for Mengele until 1960, when he just 
managed to elude a sting staged in Buenos 



Aires by agents of Mossad, Israel’s intelli- 
gence arm. (On that foray they captured the 
Gestapo’s Adolf Eichmann instead.) For the 
next decade, Mengele shuttled between 
Paraguayan cities, from which he made fre- 
quent journeys to Italy, Spain, Greece and 
Egypt, meeting with his wife in Rome and 
Milan. As he moved around the globe, Men- 
gele left a bloody trail. 

In 1961 a pursuer named Nora Eldoc, act- 
ing on her own, reportedly made contact 
with Mengele at a resort in Paraguay, and 
a series of meetings followed. A beautiful, 
48-ycar-old Jew, Eldoc had been sterilized 
by Mengele two decades earlier at Ausch- 
witz. Before she could spring her trap on 
him, however, Mengele discovered her true 
identity and fled. Her body turned up 
months later in Brazil, In 1965 cx-Nazi Her- 
bert Cukurs’ battered body was found in a 
car trunk in Uruguay after he bargained to 



let members of the Jewish underground 
into one of Mengele's Argentine retreats. 

Wherever Mengele has run, his would-be 
captors have never been far behind. But 
aided by a team of omnipresent body- 
guards, he has slipped through their fingers 
at least a dozen times, Israeli agents once 
arrived at Mengele’s hotel room in Asun- 
ci6n, Paraguay, only to find that he had 
skipped town in his pajamas 20 minutes 
earlier. In recent years, the trail has re- 
mained maddeningly warm. In 1978, .ac- 
cording to a confidential State Department 
memorandum, Mengele fled to Brazil. The 

same year a British TV crew filmed a close 
associate of Mengele’s in Paraguay who 
boasted, “1 see him every four weeks. We 
have a friendly card game. Everybody 
knows Mengele is here." Last summer op* 
•ermrres annosi^nurcumiw a gnm. tms tune 
in La Paz, Bolivia. Early this year he was 
spotted in Uruguay. 

The most startling account of Mengele's 
travels has come from leading members of 
Paraguay’s opposition party, who say that 
he came to the United States two years ago 
and lived for a while in a private home in 
Mount Kisco, N.Y, (About the same time, ac- 
cording to the Justice Department, a res- 
ervation on a Miami-bound jet from Latin 
America was made in Mengele's name.) 



Mount Kisco would place him 11 miles from 
Westwood, N.J., home of a German-run 
company called KMN Modern Farm Equip- 
ment. KMN stands for Krona, Mengele ar.d 
Niemeyer. The registered agent for its New 
Jersey operation is Dieter Mengele, nephew 
of Josef. A spokesman for the U.S. branch 
denies the firm maintains any contact with 
the elusive doctor. 

Mengele continues to gain notoriety as 
an almost mythical incarnation of evil. He 
has been linked to dark deeds as diverse 
as the alleged genocide of Paraguay’s Ache ,/^j 
Indians and the torture (in the capacity as d 

• * ” r 

adviser) of prisoners at Montevideo’s Free- 

dom Prison. "He is no myth," says Ausch- .2 
witz survivor AJex Dekel, now finishing a i 
book on Mengele, "no bad dream from an- 1 
other time. He is ali ve and he is free." J 

i ncf’nunt £oes on. In recent years JeW-*“riH 
ish-American businessmen who want him $ 
captured have spent $1 million paying off ’ *S. 
German expatriate friends of Mengele’s in 
attempts to flush him from his hideaways. *.-j 
Armed with fresh evidence of past atroc- 
ities, West Germany issued a new arrest. 
warrant for the doctor last January, and to- 
day he has a $100,000 bounty on his head. '5 
"Mengele lives like a hunted animal," says i 
Isser Harel, ex-chief of Israel’s Mossad. .5 
"This itself is some kind of revenge." 




In this rare photograph at the Birkenau railroad ramp. 
Mengele handpicks victims for the gas chamber.*. 
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amendment pei.«j:<**; ..... 

floor ll imI would stop the MX pro 
gramnt missiles in Resisting silos. 

Sen. Nunn and Senate Majority 
Leader Robc^x Dole. R-Kan., soid 
they cxpoe»cd no vote until Wednes- 
day while the negotiations took 
place. 

The Nunn amendment would not 
bar further deploy tnem if o way for 
basing the MX could be found other 
than placing them in vulnerable 
silos that can be precision targeted 
, by the Soviet Union. 

President Reagan, however, has 
not shown an interest in a new bas- 
i ing mode, while yesterday his 



Investigators 
get new lead 
on location 
of Mengele 



By John McCasiin 

ms TOM J 



West German and Luxembourg 
investigators yesterday paid a sur- 
prise visit to the Luxembourg office 
of a Tfcxas businesswoman and con- 
fiscated a photograph taken of her 
alongside a man officials believe- 
could be Nad war criminal Dc Josef 
Mengele, The Washington Times has 
learned. 

In a telephone interview yester- 
day from Luxembourg, the Texas 
resident, who asked that she remain 
unidentified, said she was “upset 
and surprised’ by the sudden and 
unannounced visit, which she thinks 
could have been set up through infor- 
mation supplied to authorities by 
Nazi-huntcr Simon Wicsenthal. 

The woman, who reportedly owns 
a water purification business that 
takes her around the world, told The 
Washington Times yesterday that 
the entire episode begem after she 
glanced through a recent issue of 
, Time Magazine and saw a published 
photograph of Mengele. She thought 
he resembled a person she visited 
with last year while on a business 
trip to South America. 

" I realized the man in the picture 
appeared to be the same person I'd 
been with" in South America, she 
said, unwilling to reveal in what 
country the man resided. "1 notified 
my attorney and one other party'," 
she said. One of them, she believes, 
then made contact with Mr. Wicsen- 
thal. 



The S. (lion fiscal 1V86 

defense auttM/i nation bill before the 
Senate contains S2 billion (or a third 
installment of 2 i missiles to be 
deployed. The administration wants 
to build 223 missiles, installing 100 
in the silos 

Both Sen, Nunn and Barry Gold- 
water. R-Arit.. chairman of the Sen- 
ate Armed Services Committee, 
chided the White House for its late 
interest and pointed out that Sen. 
Nunn's proposal has been in the 
works since March, when the Senate 
voted SS-IS to keep the program 

,7..} i i yy 



When confronted by the West 
Cerman and Luxembourg investiga- 
tors. she said, “I had no choice but to 
tell them where I had met this man." 

The man who looked like Mengele 
bad tried "on several occasions" to 
persuade her to transport "several 
products" he was trying to sell to 
Saudi Arabia and other countries, 
she said. She refused to identify the j 
products. 

The German death-camp doctor ! 
would be 7 4 if still alive today. 

She also would not give any details | 
surrounding Mr. Wiesenthal's possi- j 
ble involvement in the case, other | 
than the statement that “he knows" 
about her dealings with the man j 
thought to be Mengele. 

A close friend of the woman, 
speaking yesterday from his 
Chicago-area home, said the wom- 
an's business associates in Luxem- 
bourg who witnessed the arrival of 
the authorities "thought she had 
been kidnapped." 

"She disappeared for awhile." the 
friend said. 

The friend described the bust- 1 
nesswoman as a "very straight. hon.- i 
est person." 

A spokesman for Mr. Wicsenthal 
in Los Angeles said yesterday she 
was unfamiliar with the Luxem- 
bourg case. 

Ln an interview with the New Vork 
Times last week from his Vienna 
office. Mr. Wicsenthal claimed that 
Mengele'was sighted in Paraguay, in 
the settlement of Capitan Miranda, 
outside Hohenau, as late as Last July. 
He based his speculation on 
accounts supplied by three unidenti- 
fied people who do not know one 
another and who live in different 
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Mr. Wicsenthal informed West 
German Chancellor Helmut Kohl of 
the three separate accounts, to pre- 
pare the chancellor for his meeting 
in July with Gen. Alfredo Strocss* | 
ncr, the Paraguayan leader. S 
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[Doubts on Mengele’sTime in Paraguay 
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To the Editor: 

1 On ABC-TV’s “This Week With 
David Brinkley" on Feb. 17, Senator 
Alfonse M. D 'Amato and others 
stated they had information that the 
Nazi torturer Dr. Josef Mengele en- 
tered Paraguay in 1959, that he ac- 
quired citizenship soon afterward and 
moved freel^about. It was further as- 
serted that Paraguayans are still 
afraid to talk about Mengele because 
of the country's dictatorship. 

On Dec. 1, 1959, I took up duties at 
the United States Embassy in Para- 
guay as a political officer, and for 
four years and two months, through 
changes in ambassadors and charges 
d’affaires, I held that position, often 
for months at a time as acting chief of 
the embassy's political section. 

Throughout those years, there were 
constant rumors that Martin Bor- 

. mann. Hitler’s vice fiihrer, was in 
Paraguay, but never a mention of 
Mengele. The half-Russian step- 
daughter of a West German second 
secretary assured me that the very 
bedroom she occupied in her step- 
father's house had been used as a bed- 



room by Bo rm ann. Strangers came to 
me with tales of Bonn ann. 

The Minister of the Interior, 4?dgar f 
jlnsfran,-/ who controlled security 
forces, volunteered to me in confi- 
dence that he believed Bormann left 
Europeat the end of World Wax II on a 
Vatican passport and was then in 
Paraguay. He promised to give me 
further information. He never did, and 
I asked him several times about it He 
finally replied he had been mis taken. 

Despite the dictatorship, Paraguay, 
whose capital then had only 130,000 in- 
habitants, did not keep secrets. Al- 
most anybody who had indoor plumb- 
ing knew everybody else who did. 

It is conceivable that Mengele was 
there and people thought it was Bor- 
mann, but J strongly doubt either was 
there between Dec. 1, 1959 and Jan. 25, 
1964, when I had the responsibility of 
knowing and reporting to Washington 
all political matters of interest to the 
U.S. : A. Dane- Bowen Jr. 

Lock Haven, FatrFeb. 19, 1985 
The writer is professor of history and 
economics at Lotk Haven University . 
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Left: Gen. Alfredo 
Stroessner's 30th 
anniversary as ruler 
of Paraguay was 
marked by a parade f 
through the streets 
of Asuncion, that 
Included the goose- 
stepping military . 

flight; Stroessner 
salutes his troops 
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A REPUBLIC 
OF FEAR 

Thirty Years of 
General Stroessner’s 
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By John Vinocur 




ARAGUAY WORKS 
like this: A’ man parks 
ids car, and to keep it 
from being stolen, he 
attaches It to a rope 
tied around his waist. 
The man is arrested 
-walking.: through the 



national dignity, which, of ficially, has 
been restored and exalted over the 
last 30 years by El Excelentisimo, the 
President of the Republic, Don Al- 
fredo Stroessner, General of the 
Army. First Magistrate of the land. 
Beaten, robbed, demeaned, the man 
eventually bribes his way out of jail. 
He finds his automobile on a used car 
lot, and informs the dealer. “That’s a 
break for you,” the dealer says. “You 
know the real mileage.” 

Paraguay lives with its legends of 
total villainy and near-complete 
resignation, and it tells about them in 
stories and dreams and truths. Some- 



times they are visions of General 
Stroessner going into retirement at a 
ranch, sitting in a rocker beside Dr. 
Josef Mengele down by Lake Italpu 
and offering newts and baby chicks to 
the piranhas. Sometimes they are ac- 
counts like the one given by a busi- 
nessman to. a visitor about a client’s 
housekeeper who had her fingernails 
yanked v out recently by the police. 

theft, ! * he says. 

: re- 

be worse ;* it sug- 
gests. There are worse places than 
Paraguay. 

Thirty years of General Stroessner: 
a continual state of siege over the en- 
tire period that literally places the 
President above the law; people with 
occasionally uncontrollable urges to 
fall Into rivers or jump from planes 
with their arms and legs bound; sere- 
nades in front of the presidential pal- 
ace featuring the ever-popular “For- 
ward, My General” and “Congratula- 

John Vinocur, chief of The Times’s 
Paris bureau, visited Paraguay last 
month . 








tions, My Great Friend"; foreign 
thieves, brutes arid madmen hidden 
at a price; an economy administered 
so corruptly it is officially explained 
away as the "cost of peace" ; a United 
Nations voting record on so-called 
key issues more favorable to the 
United States than any other "ally**; 
a party newspaper that prints six 
front-page color pictures of the gen- 
eral every day. 

The Paraguay of President Stroess- 
ner is tragic, in the sense that most of 
Paraguay’s people have learned to re- 
spond to rule-by-whim with the con- 
sistent reasonableness of silence. It is 
comic in its frequent disorganization 
and incoherence, its loony juxtaposi- 
tions and its operetta gold braid. The 
radio station of the Colorado Party, 
the general’s own, raves about an- 
other local broadcaster, calling him a 
"subversive Jewish Castro," but 
seven Israeli technicians provide 
maintenance in Asunci6n for the Boe- 
ing 707’s of the state airline. 

American banks rushed to open 

oners tions in Asuncldn in the mid- 



1970’s, sensing the easy money of a 
Wild West hydroelectric boom, but 
suddenly found they couldn’t collect 
their debts in a country that is to 
while-you-wait bankruptcy proceed- 
ings what Delaware is. to instant in- 
corporation papers. Justice is a two- 
foot-high statue of a naked woman 
holding a scale, dwarfed by a new, 
Mussolini-modern Supreme Court 
building funded by the Republic of 
South Africa. A play is announced, then 
canceled; the costumes and sets have 
disappeared. A European country do- 
nates three trucks to Paraguay’s forest 
service. They arrive In port but don’t 
leave the docks. Finally, after a year, 
the embassy understands : Customs of- 
ficials must be bribed to get the gifts 
into the country. 

But Paraguay is not a buffoon state, 
and President Stroessner is no Papa 
Doc or Idi Amin, men ruling in a flood 
of the irrational. Those few Para- 
guayans who openly oppose the Presi- 
dent call him extraordinarily shrewd, 
a master at raising and lowering the 
level of violence and corruption in the 



One oi the lew effective 
voices questioning 
Stroessner Is the 
Roman Catholic 
Church . Says Bishop 
Melanio Medina , 
above: “The country 
has been impoverished 
in the worst sense — In 
Us humanity'* 

Right: With Asuncion 
in the background f a 
mother and child 
colled water in one ol 
Lho low remaining slum 
areas outside the dty f 
modernized during a 
decade ol prosperity . 
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Lett: Col. Alejandro 
von Eckstein, 
according to a 
document, was a 
witness for the 
citizenship papers of 
the Nazi war 
criminal Josef 
ME engole. For the 
right price, 
Paraguay has been 
a haven for an 
assortment of 
foreigners 
yn the ran . 



Public criticism of 
the general Is barely 
tolerated . Humberto 
Rubin f below, had 
fits radio station shut 
down after he 
discussed corruption 
[n the courts . He says 
fie'sboen in 
i ail 10 times. 



country tute uie neut on a gas stove. 
No one holds power anywhere for 30 
years without acquiring a sense of 
relative measure. The bodies don't 
float down the Paraguay River the 
way they did 20 years ago ; torture is 
real but no longer systematic; the 
number of political prisoners has di- 
minished, and Dr. Mengele, the 
“Angel of Death" of Auschwitz, is be- 
lieved to have disappeared within the 
last four or five years — either after 
plastic surgery or, as a former Amer- 
ican Ambassador, Robert E. White, 
put it, “paid back, finally, In his own 
coin." . 
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While democratic change Is coming 
to Argentina, Brazil and Uruguay, 
Paraguay remains frightening be- 
cause its regime proves that evil is 
not always needed in job lots to cow a 
people or appropriate a state. Com- 
pared with General Stroessner, Presi- 
dent Somoza of Nicaragua was an ap- 
prentice, says Aldo Zucolillo, the pub- 
lisher of a newspaper, ABC Color, put 
out of business this year by the gen- 
eral. 



Mr. Zucolillo and a few other Para- 
guayans are rare men and women: 
They talk on the record in a place 
where almost nothing is verifiable 
and the only certainty is the effi- 
ciency of the police. Another man, no 
less admirable but not at ease about 
his name appearing in print, observes 
that in a historical perspective, Gen- 
eral Stroessner'^ Paraguay jjrobal^Iy 



might b^-changing. When the army 
goose-s ed through the streets of 
Asuncion on Aug. 15, the 30th anniver- 
sary of General Stroessner 1 ’s rise to 
the presidency, the question for those 
watching was, “How much longer?" 
After the Trujillos and Somozas, Gen- 
eral Stroessner, at 71, is almost the 
last of a breed of Latin American 
dictators who, unlike Fidel Castro or 
Gen. Augusto Pinochet of Chile, ad- 
mitted to running their country as if it 
were a theme park in their own 
image. 

For longevity, the general has few 
rivals; only Enver Hoxha of Albania 
and Kim II Sung of North Korea are 
his seniors. For personalization of 
power, Nicolae Ceausescu of Ruma- 
nia has some of the same reflexes, but 
he has yet to name an airport after 
himself, or a city (Puerto Presidente 
Stroessner) , or to put a neon sign atop 
a building like the one at the Plaza of 
Heroes in Asunci6n that blinks orange 
through the night: “Stroessner — 
Peace, Work, Well-being . . . Stroess- 
ner — Peace, Work, Well-being . . . 

In a strange way, President 
Stroessner has claimed an area of ab- 
surdity that none of his peers thought 
to expropriate. For the general, a 
man who can arrest, imprison or ban- 
ish anyone he pleases without trial or 
explanation under the capital’s per- 
manent state of siege, Paraguay has 
achieved perfect peace and democra- 
cy.. Jt 4s,,; by^^lf-acclamation ‘^the 



vague yeeti ui lwu kji 



its entire history, the s 
inspire as much fear as 



T he general ge' 

up at 5 A.M. Sin 
Somoza *s assassir 
tion In Paraguay 
1980, after his oust 
from his own count 
the year before, 
one is sure where t 
general spends t 
night, but his offic. 
residence, part of 
compound with a police hospital 
the grounds (torture victims are s* 
tobe taken to a fifth-floor ward for . 
tempts at inanimation), sits in av 
ward proximity to the United Stai 
Embassy, directly across the street 
The general’s day begins with te 
phone calls, and it is said that, 1 
tween 6 A.M. and 7 A.M., a ring on o 
of the 82,000 phones in a country 
just over 3 million people is automs 
cally answered, “Sf, Serior Pre 
dente. " Visitors parade through t 
office starting at 7 A.M. By 8 P.M. ii 
clear who came, because the vis 
lead the newscasts on the two tele 
sion channels. It may be the Chile 
Ambassador or the South Afric 
military attach 6, but more often i 
parade is an exercise in trying to 1c 
respectable, scooping up whoever 
passing through town. In mid-Auge 
the nightly news led off with Prt 
dent Stroessner extending his hanc 




ran oral Stroessner 
losed down the 
i ewspaper ot Aldo 
fucollllo, tar right, 
i fter the publisher 
ruestioaed 
is authority . 



will be more Interesting in its per- 
verse nuances than In the mass of its 
outrages. 

“Add up the horrors," he says, 
“and you get a substantial piece of 
ugly business. But what is interest- 
ing, really — original, you could say 
— is how after 30 years a place can be 
run through a perfect distillation of 
fear. By now, it’s only a touch, a nod. 
One man disappears, one woman is 
tortured. It is enough, and the 
Stroessner people know it. It's a horri- 
ble truth, but some of us wait ner- 
vously to hear such stories. And too 
many of us are relieved to hear them, 
because then we touch the bars of the 
cage, and we know where we stand." 

These are warv dnvs in Pnrnmmv 



United States' best friend. The word 
“democracy" soils every official 
sheet of paper, every state proclama- 
tion, hundreds of pages daily In the of- 
ficial press. Even General Pinochet 
talks about an eventual return to par- 
liamentary rule; even Mr. Castro 
says his “Socialism" aspires to 
achieving a more faultless Commu- 
nist existence. But in Paraguay, Gen- 
eral Stroessner has elevated himself 
to the level of democracy apotheo- 
sized. 

For the people who reach out to 
touch the bars of the cage, all signals 
count. They look at the general and 
see his passive stare, his stiffened 
movements, his hands swollen to lob- 
strrrlnws rirnona<:<;inP nf 



a visiting veterinarian, describe 
the chief of the department of ai 
cial insemination at a cow collef 
West Germany. 

Then the general visits things 
opens banks, he hands out diplot 
he inaugurates telephone booths 
is conscious of his image. As an 
pointed out, he never cuts ribbot 
Paraguayan red, white and bin 
unknots them — a man who cares 

The rest of the day, from noon ( 
more opaque. No one can remet 
the general ever holding a press 
ference, and interviews are ran 
request for an Interview for this 
cle never received an offlcia 
sponse.) Some of those whose jol 
volve watching the general, and 
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A/Cer Paraguay gained independence in 1811, Jos6 Gaspar 
Rodriguez de Francia became the nation's ruler “for life." 



W\ 



operates on a kind of auto- 
matic pilot, believe he sleeps 
much of the day. For a group 
convinced of his mental acui- 
ty, the general's afternoon is 
the stuff of novels: plotting, 
and counting money. For the 
Paraguayan people, who 
mostly work hard and shut 
up, the nontelevised doings at 
the presidential palace repre- 
sent pure intrigue. A foreign 
diplomat's young son was 
told by the family cook that 
afternoon is the time when 
"the old German doctor 
comes and gives the general 
injections of fresh blood/’ 

In a sense. General Stroess- 
ner is no historical accident. 
After independence in 1811, 
Paraguay's first ruler was a 
dictator "for life" — Jos£ 
Gaspar Rodriguez de Fran- 
cia, known as El Supremo, 
who banned all travel, for- 
eign trade, entry or exit, 
meetings and mail. Despots 
of varying compulsions suc- 
ceeded him. Paraguay be- 
came the first country in 
South America to have a rail- 
road, but it also found itself 
with a ruler in Francisco 
Solano Ldpez who in 1864 de- 
vised a way to start a war 
against Argentina, Brazil and 
Uruguay at the same time. 
When the war was over, the 
Paraguayan population of 
550,000 was 60 percent dead. 

Both El Supremo and Mar- 
shal Lopez are national 
heroes, perhaps, understand- 
ably, if you count the 22 presi- 
dents, several civil wars and 
endless coups from 1904 to 
1936. In the 1930's, a lunatic 
war with Bolivia over the 
Chaco desert — land with 



none or little of the oil the two 
parties hoped was there — 
ended with 100,000 more 
deaths. By 1947, another civil 
war was on, and by late 1949 
six presidents had come and 
gone aver a period of 16 
months. - In 1954, it . was the 
turn of . Gen. Alfredo Stroess- 
ner, son of a German immi- 
grant from Bavaria and a 
Paraguayan mother, to stage 
a military coup. 

The general's staying 
power has been based on con- 
trolling the military and turn- 
ing the Colorado Party, tradi- 
tionally an amalgam of peas- 
ants and shopkeepers, into an 
unusually effective grass- 
roots organization. Each lit- 
tle town has its Colorado 
"section," a dispenser of jobs 
and .favors and a collector of 
local intelligence; neither the 
block committees of the San- 
dinistas nor the factory coun- 
cils of East Germany ever 
worked more effectively. 

Party membership is usu- 
ally a precondition for becom- 
ing a grade-school teacher or 
being appointed as a soldier 
or officer in the Presidential 
Escort Battalion. The mili- 
tary's loyalty Is assured by 
cutting generals and colonels 
Into the so-called illegal econ- 
omy — contraband, kick- 
backs, pure theft — that even 
newspapers allied to the Gov- 
ernment say represents 
about half the gross national 
product. Generals whose 
nominal salary Is about $550 a 
month can live in a kind of os- 
tentation that goes beyond 
caricature. Their houses, 
built on half-paved roads, 
look like the White House, or 
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the Chateau de Chambord, or 
Viking lodges. The relative 
prosperity of the last few 
years has produced a small 
middle clas3 more interested 
in possessions than in poli- 
tics. 

General Stroessner's enor- 
mous good luck, in a sense, 
was to come to power in a 
country so devastated, so 
miserable that the capital 
had no running water In 1954, 
and the country had only 
minimal electrification. Over 
the years, he has had the as- 
tuteness to turn every light 
bulb Into an enterprise that 
sounds like the Gen. Don Al- 
fredo Stroessner Citizens Il- 
lumination Project, every 
drain pipe Into the splendorof 
a National Hygiene Consorti- 
um, Don Alfredo Stroessner, 
President. 

The small-town politician's 
sociological skills — "Stroess- 
ner looks like a Bavarian but 
thinks like a Guarani Indian," 
says a European ambassador 
— were accompanied by a 
fabulous windfall. The con- 
struction by Paraguay and 
Brazil of the Itaipd Dam on the 
Brazilian border — in Para- 
guay's case, almost entirely 
with other people’s money — 
brought Paraguay a clear $1.8 
billion in revenue from 1975 to 
1983. The hydroelectric 
project, described as the 
world’s biggest, gave'' Para- 
guay, for a while, the fastest 
growth in the hemisphere. The 
money, and its dribble-down 
effects on the population, 
modulated the need to brutal- 
ize. 

After decades of terror sent 
about a million Paraguayans 
out of the country, the rush of 
cash purchased a kind of na- 
tlonal docility, and allowed 
an occasional slackening of 
the whip hand. Last year, 
when the Government broke 
up the Paraguayan Data 
Bank, a group trying to fur- 
nish statistics to contrast 
with the regime’s own on na- 
tional wealth and its pathetic 
distribution, only two of the 30 
people arrested complained 
of being tortured. "By local 
historical standards, an en- 
lightened percentage," a dip- 
lomat said. This summer, a 
businessman told of two 
Paraguayans being arrested 
when they bumbled into a po- 
lice shake-down scheme. 
Naked, they were made to 
kneel and stare at a white- 
painted wall for nine hours. If 
they tried to move or close 
their eyes, they were beaten. 
"Not the real hard stuff," ac- 
cording to the businessman. 

The Minister of the Interi- 
or, Sabino Montanaro, who 
has been excommunicated by 
the Roman Catholic Church 
for intolerable abuses over 



the years (and who. more re- 
cently , has been restored to 
the faith), mumbles some- 
thing about subversives when 
the torture question comes 
up. In an Interview, he says, 
"We are against all harass- 
ment." 

Don Alfredo does not enjoy 
such unpleasant subjects. 
The foreigners who see him 
regularly are of two' schools 
One of them reports that he is 
Incapable of answering pre- 
cise questions, and that his 
conversation runs to reminis- 
cences from the Chaco u'a:' 
and ramblings about commu- 
nism, subversives, do-good- 
ers and being unappreciated 
These visitors regard him as 
in clear decline; he Is old, 
they say. sometimes clear 
enough In the head to cancel 
someone’s permit to import a 
Volkswagen or a salami 
slicer, but gradually fossiliz- 
ing, the last of the South 
American dinosaurs turning 
slowly to stone. The other 
school insists that the general 
is ail there when he needs to 
be, One frequent visitor, a blt- 
of an archivist, has compiled 
a small folio of Stroessner- 
isms delivered before dawn : 

"Even Carter thought I was 
doing a good Job. He was a 
fool, he destroyed people’s 
faith in America. I am one of 
America's best friends, but. 
the United States treats their 
enemies better than their 
friends." 

"Pinochet is a failure. He 
never created an organiza- 
tion, a type of democracy that 
would give people a sense of 
participation.’’ 

“Somoza was arrogant. A 
boozer.” 

”1 can understand why 
Reagan would not want to see 
me. It wouldn't be good for 
him politically.'' 

"Noone sta rves here." 

"Some countries — the real 
people — are not politically 
mature enough to sustain a 
United States type of democ- 
racy. Paraguay is one." 

"I am no dictator. " 

A suncion is a poky 

place that actually 
smells of orange blos- 
soms. By South Amer- 
ican standards, It is short on 
the dismal and the desperate: 
A couple of kids sleep on the 
sidewalk; a barefoot boy sells 
papers in the nasty rain of the 
austral winter. In truth, 
Asuncibn largely escapes the 
assault of endless, gagging 
misery. On Saturday nights, 
what there Is of the new middle 
class stakes out parr///adas 
(grill restaurants) In Miami- 
bought leisure suits to eat and 
stare. If you listen hard, you 
can still hear men playing the 




In Asuncion, the Monumento de Cerro Lambor^ honors four 
heroes of Paraguay. One of them (s Gen. Alfredo Stroessner. 



harp and guitar duets that 
are Paraguay’s sweet, sad 
(oik music. 

The appearances are Inur- 
ing. A representative of a far- 
away little country with u 
passionate, even manic 
democratic system, said he 
rather liked iivlng here: He 
can drink the water, he can 
eat the lettuce, and he says 
his daughter can walk the 
streets at 11 P.M. That Is not 
entirely certain — after at- 
tempted attacks on women 
staff members, the United 
States Embassy instituted a | 
nightly security patrol for its i 
families this year. In any 
case, Paraguayans are often 
appalled by some foreigners' 
readiness to take quiet for 
calm, stillness for an absence 
of violence. In a city where 
soldiers point guns at chil- 
dren when they approach a 
general’s house. 

The West German Embas- 
sy, which spends a lot of its 
time trying to extradite Ger- 
man thugs and deadbeats 
who regard Paraguay as a 
kind of enormous safe house, 
got the mood understatediy 
right in a sheet of travel tips 
made available to those pass- ; 
Ing through: "All restaurants < 
close at 1 A.M. It Is advisable i 
at that point to leave the | 
streets. The police has far* j 
reaching powers and, as a i 
rule, does not hesitate to em- I 
ploy them extensively. It is j 
urgently emphasized not to ; 
become involved in discus- : 
slons with the police or other ! 
authorities. Foreigners 



should avoid commenting on 
Paraguayan politics. Subse- 
quent difficulties are easily 
encountered as a result of the 
efficient information police 
system .... Visitors who are 
arrested should request that 
the Embassy be Informed.” 

Since everything has its 
price — $200 for a permanent 
residency permit, $200 for 
citizenship, maybe $700 for a 
passport — no one need tarry 
in Jail too long. Unless, of 
course, the military feels 
crossed in some deal, and. 
like a poor German named 
Gandermann this summer, 
you wind up in a brig In the 
Chaco beyond even the shrug- 
glng impotency of the courts. 
Laws are written down, but 
mbarete, a Guarani word 
meaning clout, runs every- 
thing. Two confused tax col- 
lectors who inexplicably ven- 
tured Into a business run by 
Gen. Andres Rodriguez, com- 
mander of the Asuncion mili- 
tary region and one of the 
country’s richest generals — 
besides having a son married 
to one of the President’s 
daughters — got a summary 
definition of mbarate: They 
were beaten, had their heads 
shaved and were thrown into 
the street, an American said. 

Attempts at moving in wide 
arcs around the vlolence-cor- 
ruption-m ilitary complex do 
little good; in Paraguay, 
there are more police per 
capita than In Bulgaria, East 
Germany or South Africa. 
Paul H. Lewis, professor of 
( Confirmed on Page 36) 
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political science at Tulane 
University, who compiled the 
statistics, gives General 
Stroessner his due, though. 
According to his figures, the 
proportion of police to Para- 
guay's population falls be- 
hind the comparable ratio in 
Qaddafi's Libya and Hoxha’s 
Albania. 

Corruption, like brutality, 
js discussed with a flip, next- 
case matter-of-factness. A 
diplomat tells of a Cabinet 
minister asking for a $2 mil- 
lion slice of a $12 million con- 
tract. A banker explains that 
he must kick back 100 guara- 
nis per dollar to employees in 
the Central Bank In order to 
export dollars at a rate of 
about 240 to one, roughly half 
that of the unofficial parallel 
market. A foreigner tells of 
the construction of a cement 
plant with a yearly produc- 
tion capacity of 650,000 tons, 
when the country uses only 
200,000 tons; the size of the 
deal, he explains, Increases 
the amount of cream at the 
top for the bosses. A private 
Panamanian barge company 
wins a contract In dollars to 
transport oil from Buenos 
Aires in competition with a 
Government-owned Para- 
guayan firm which accepts 
payment in guaranis. Accord- 
ing to banking sources, a 
small group of friends and of- 
ficials knew of a planned 
devaluation two weeks before 
It took place, and got richer 
on the foreign exchange mar- 
■ ket. 

The Colorado Party talks 
about land reform and 
providing farming plots to 
300,000' peasants, but the best 
land goes into the estanclns of 
the generals and colonels, or 
into the agribusiness. By 
American reckoning, almost 
three-fourths of the usable 
farming and ranch land Is oc- 
cupied by 3 percent of the 
country’s farms and ranches. 
On a standard scale used by 
one embassy to measure land 
distribution — placing egali- 
tarian perfection at 0 and 
total Injustice at I — Para- 
guay scores a .93. '’Paraguay 
is a brothel,” a businessman 
said, “The magnitude, Inten- 
sity and openness of Its cor- 
ruption is unique. There are 
days when Just about every 
buck here stinks.” 

Humberto Rubin, the radio- 
station owner and broad- 
caster whose station was shut 
down for discussing corrup- 
tion In the courts and in land 
reform, talks of ’’stealing and 
lying, shameless beyond be- 



lief.” “Can you understand," 
he asks, "what this has done 
to the dignity, to the self-re- 
spect of a people?" 

Mr. Rubin, a man o( un- 
usual courage, stops there 
Genera) Stroessner and his 
friends have left Paraguay 
with the fears and passivity 
of a battered child. 

I N GRAHAM GREENE’S 
"Travels With My Aunt," 
Aunt Augusta, on a visit to 
Paraguay, meets a wretch 
named Mr. Visconti who has 
lost all his money trying to 
buy a new passport and brib- 
ing the police. She finds him 
sad. "God knows how Dr. 
Mengele manages," Aunt Au- 
gusta says, "but 1 expect he 
has a numbered account In 
Switzerland. " 

Dr, Mengele was here in- 
deed, paying off his Para- 
guayan citizenship papers for 
20 or 25 years. The papers .ac- 
cording to a published docu- 
ment, were witnessed by Col. 
Alejandro von Eckstein, a 
Paraguayan in his 70 ’ s , with a 
European accent, who, diplo- 
mats say, was given an 
"honorary” officer's com- 
mission by General Stroess- 
ner and Is often seen in the 
presidential antechambers. 
The Israelis, who have an em- 
bassy In Asuncibn, and a suf- 
ficiently equivocal relation- 
ship with Paraguay to try to 
sell the army mobile desalini- 
zation equipment, think that 
Mengele is dead or gone; the 
Americans are of the same 
vi e\v . 

The best indication of Dr. 
Mengele’s departure is a 
story, told by a foreigner, of 
how three Paraguayan colo- 
nels reacted when Klaus 
Barbie, the Gestapo chief of 
Lyons, was extradited by Bo- 
livia to France in 1983 — in 
exchange, it has been said, 
for shipping French weapons 
to the Bolivian police. 
"Maybe we could pass von 
Eckstein off as Mengele," 
one of the colonels is sup- 
posed to have said, "What do 
you think he is worth — 
$ 200 , 000 ?” 

Paraguay reacts with oper- 
atic outrage when Mengele’s 
name is mentioned. Last 
month, the official party news- 
paper, La Patria, produced an 
editorial, printed on specially 
tinted yellow paper, denounc- 
ing what It called "Mengele- 
Wiezhental and Co., Inc." The 
argument, complete with its 
derogatory misspelling of 
Simon Wlesenthal’s name, was 
that the redoubtable Nazi 
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hunter was interested solely In 
making money and defaming 
Paraguay. This is just another 
turn In the Paraguayan tragi- 
comedy, since the country has 
always been a haven for right- 
wing extremists, or Just em- 
bezzlers, swindlers and con 
men on the run. The acknowl- 
edged list now Includes 
Georges V/atln, who once tried 
to kill Charles de Gaulle; 
Gaetano Orlando, an Italian 
neo-Fascist whose extradition 
on criminal charges was re- 
jected, and Auguste Ricord, 
the French-bom international 
drug dealer who returned to 
Paraguay after being released 
from an American prison last 
year. 

The general expectation of 
people like these — many of 
them Germans attracted by 
the fact that about a tenth of 
Paraguay's population has 
some German background — 
is that compassion is avail- 
able at a price. Some find it. 
Some do not: German 

sources tel! of a German den- 
tal-supply salesman who ar- 
rived recently with suitcases 
containing HO kilograms of 
gold, which he had accumu- 
lated by faking orders from 
his clients. First the suitcases 
disappeared, then the sales- 
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Among those alighting In 
Asuncion- during the last few 
yeara^- wasp* Hans Hermann 
V/eyer, a West German who 
had specialized at home in 
selling phony titles to used- 
car dealers hungry for re- 
spectability. In Paraguay, 
which Ignored three extradi- 
tion requests for him on fraud 
charges, Mr. Weyer concen- 
trated on real-estate deeds 
and drivers' licenses — both 
reputedly of his own design. 
Then he moved on, 

Like movie listings, the 
newspapers save space for 
extradition news. One day it's 
a couple of embezzling Argen- 
tine bankers ; another day St’s 
a phony Spanish priest. The 
local rule is that when you 
can’t pay, you go. Two Amer- 
icans, Richard Cochran and 
Janet Krebs, wanted for rob- 
bing a Nevada bank, found 
this out in August. Their ar- 
rest was announced, and a 
newspaper story followed, 
saying that about $900,000 had' 
been seized at the same time. 
Then another report ap- 
peared, saying the take was 
really more than $1 million, 
plus Jewelry. A third story, 
published a few days later, 
said a lawyer had been* ar- 
rested and the sum involved 
was, in fact, $2.7 million. 
What happened, a foreign 
source explained, was that 
there had been some competi- 
tive bidding among police 
factions on protection fees, 



and that the deal had touerr. 
out of control. 

Paraguay made the best 1 
it: The money, with great an 
rare ceremony, was r: 
trusted to the cure of the Cen- 
tral Bank, and an extradilio 
request from the Uni te- 
states Embassy for Mr. Co 
chran and Mrs. Krebs wn 
granted. i 

G eneral stroess- 

ner always makes the 
best of things, following! 
the rule he has created! 
for himself — buying out or 
beating up; one generally 
works as well as the other. 
His refinement, his special to- 
talitarian discovery, is that if 
you destroy a people’s honor- 
long enough, many will think 
of themselves as beyond re- 
pair. ' 

In a green-walled class- 
room of Asuncion’s Catholic 
University, 1 talked to a 
group of students. They spoke 
of themselves in an odd, Jar- 
ring language for young peo- 
ple, one of enormous self-con- 
tempt. Again and again the 
comments were despairing, 
self-lacerating : 

"I’m not hopeful. If he dies. 
It can get worse. He keeps a 
balance.” 

"There is no political op- 
tion. The young people are 
rotten. There are no moral 
values. When he -gates . It's 
more of the same.” 

"You don’t change any- 
thing, Maybe through vio- 
lence, maybe through a revo- 
lution, but the people are pas- 
sive." 

"We hate him." 

"Our desire is to become a 
real democracy, but this Is so 
hard. We must be cautious.” 
Carmen Lara Castro, presi- 
dent of the Paraguayan 
Human Rights Commission 
and a woman whose entire 
family has been Jailed, tor- 
tured or exiled, describes the 
essential characteristics of 
Paraguayan life as indiffer- 
ence and fear. The opposition 
parties, she says, are largely 
to blame for their feebleness. 
"They have been Irresponsi- 
ble and petty, wasting them- 
selves in their own endless In- 
fighting." 

The truth Is, the opposition, 
allowed to function within the 
parameters of rigged elec- 
tions to a sham parliament 
and the Colorado Party's sys- 
tem of surveillance and pa- 
tronage, does not come to 
much, and when it cannot be 
bought, It is beaten. ABC 
Color, the newspaper that 
edged closest to questioning 
the President’s authority and 
methods, was shut down this 
spring. Mr. Rubin, the radio 
broadcaster, says he has been 
in and out of Jail 10 times. 
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Pe )s to control them bet- 
ter, a group of Colorado Party 
dissidents known as Mopocos 
were allowed to. return from 
exile — 'and were led into a 
trap of severe restraints and 
total surveillance. Commu- 
nism is forbidden, but so is 
the Christian Democratic 
Party, its leader banished. 
Anyone can found a new polit- 
ical organization; All that is 
needed are 10,000 signatures, 
a notion as Inconceivable as 
the Supreme Court abridging 
General Stroessner's state-of- 
siege powers. 

The most effective counter- 
force in Paraguay is the 
Roman Catholic Church, 
whose ' newspaper, Sendero 
(Path), is essentially the only 
self-respecting reading ma- 
terial in the country now, The 
Archbishop of. Asuncion, Is- 
mael Rol6n, has sent letters 
to the semiofficial press com- 
plaining of the scarcity of 
truth in their columns, but the 
letters are not published. Per- 
haps the most courageous of 
the churchmen is Bishop 
Melanio Medina of the town 
of Benjamin Aceval, a couple 
of stores and a sugar refinery 
about an hour's drive away 
from the capital and Into the 
Chaco region. For La Patria, 
the Colorado Party newspa- 
per, Monsignor Medina is the 
"Red Bishop;" The ■ monsi- 
gnor replies to the iaunt with 
a smile of middling contempt, 
but he talks about Paraguay 
with the same sadness as the 
young people: 

"The dictatorship has suc- 
ceeded In domesticating us. 
Fear Is pervasive. Youth has 
no ambition for political life. 
If you think, you come under 
pressure. If you don’t think, 
you have no problems, No 
real dissident could survive. 
The country has been impov- 
erished in the worst, most es- 
sential sense — In its human!- 
,ty," 

Monsignor Medina says the 
"Red Bishop” Jibe Is the Gov- 
ernment’s pathetic response 
to his sermons on human 
rights and injustice. "The 
antl-Communism of the re- 
gime is ridiculous, a facade to 
protect their own Interests. 
The disrespect for the indi- 
vidual ; the Informers ; the po- 
lice — in these ways we are 
like the Communists, not 
very far from them at all, ’ ' 

It may be a unique case in 
Latin America, but, within 
the opposition, the United 
States is not the focus of 
blame, Brazil, the essential 
source of Paraguayan money 
and arms, is often described 
as Paraguay's colonial ward- 
er. Argentina, once again a 
democracy, gets criticized 
for not matching its promises 
(Continued on Page 93) 
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Continued from Page 40 

as a critic of oppression, and 
for sending, instead, its Cabi- 
net ministers to pose with 
General Stroessner’s friends 
for the signature of a hydro- 
electric project. Compared to 
Argentines and Brazilians, 
who have the alleged arro- 
gance of big brothers — and 
money invested In Para- 
guayan agriculture, light In- 
dustry and utilities — Amer- 
icans seem somehow vague. 

A century ago, President 
Rutherford B, Hayes decided 
in Paraguay's favor In an in- 
ternational arbitration, and 
since then, America’s errors 
or disinterest or negligence 
vis-&-vis , Paraguay are 
treated with eerie semi-indul- 
gence.- The opposition says 
the United States could do 
more to exert pressure: with- 
draw its ambassador, block 
internationally funded loans 
to the general's regime, howl 
In public about 30 years of 
Stroessnerism, American 
assistance to Paraguay, 
which totaled $187 million fn 
technical and economic aid 
from 19-42 to 1984, comes to 
about $190,000 this year. With 
an average annual income of 
more than $1,000, Paraguay, 
like Brazil, Colombia or Mex- 
ico, Is regarded as being out 
of the league of desperate 
poverty, and assistance from 
the United States Agency for 
International Development is 
being terminated. Washing- 
ton still maintains an Office 
of Defense Cooperation in 
Asuncibn, with a $50,000 an- 
nual budget for sending a 
handful of officers to United 
States Army training 
schools; others occasionally 
join -in American-led com- 
mand exercises. 

These days, the United 
States does not offer General 
Stroessner either guns or 
much money, or even photo 
opportunities. On the other 
hand, with the exception of a 
complaint when ABC Color 
was closed, and the absence 
of an American honor guard 
from this year’s big parades 
in Asuncl6n, the Administra- 
tion does little to oppose Gen- 
eral Stroessner, even symbol- 
ically, None of the difficulties 
thrown up for General Pino- 
chet’s Chile are carried over 
to Paraguay; the United 
States turns its head when 
money for the country is dis- 
cussed at the Inter-American 
■ Development Bank or the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund. 

The current Ambassador is 
Arthur H. Davis Jr., a Colo- 
rado shopping-center devel- 
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oper described as a friend of 
the brewer Joseph Coo rs, one 
of the major backers of Presi- 
dent Reagan's campaign. 
Coming after Robert White, 
the Ambassador for two 
years of the Carter Adminis- 
tration, who nagged and 
nudged Paraguay into releas- 
ing hundreds of political pris- 
oners, Mr, Davis was greeted 
like a long-lost friend. He 
turned out to be ratherlmore 
interested in human-rights 
violations than the general or 
his friends would have liked. 
Although it was not the Am- 
bassador’s fault, a gaffe by 
the State Department was 
probably the most significant 
American action in relation 
to Paraguay this year. Some- 
how, a departmental docu- 



ment included a reference to 
the Mopocos — a breakaway 
faction of the Colorado Party 
— as having possible terrorist 
links. The information was 
wrong, the United States Em- 
bassy acknowledged in an 
open letter. But the Para- 
guayan Government, insist- 
ing on the well-known infalli- 
bility of the American se- 
curity services, has used the 
gaffe to turn the Mopocos into 
pariahs. 

The State Department is 
more certain of the accuracy 
of another piece of informa- 
tion, which Paraguayan offi- 
cials also frequently wave in 
the air for visitors as the 
■final, transcendental proof of 
the goodness of the general's 
life work. On 10 so-called key 



issues in the United Nations 
last year, Paraguay voted 
with the United States more 
faithfully than any other 
country in the world. 

"What I keep telling the 
Americans is that Paraguay 
is not a case of the regime or 
the Communists/' says Mr. 
Zucoliilo, the ABC Color pub- 
lisher. "But there must be 
some political growth here — 
something. We’re stunted. 
Otherwise, the alternatives 
when the old man goes are not 
all good ones." 

Although Mr. Zucoliilo does 
not name them, the alterna- 
tives are obvious enough. One 
is a war among the Colorado 
Party clans and the military 
factions; a new dictatorship, 
weaker, more brutal, more 



unstable; revenge, trouble, 
bloodshed. The stuff of revo- 
lution. In Paraguay, Mr. 
Rubin says, "power has 
never been handed over 
peacefully." 

Rather more sanguine is 
the reasoning that Brazil and 
Argentina, with their large 
investments in the country, 
would act to prevent any up- 
heaval. Pushed further, the 
argument contends that since 
Argentina has already re- 
turned to . democracy, and 
Brazil is expected to move 
away from military rule 
when an electoral college 
chooses a new president next 
January, General Stroessner 
must take heed of the trend. 

Foreigners often talk that 
way. Paraguayans think that 



the years ahead may bring a 
civilian president, perhaps 
Luis Marla Argaiia, fhe. chief 
of the Supreme Court, but 
that someone in the military 
is certain to be behind him — 
perhaps the powerful General 
Rodriguez, once described by 
United States narcotics 
agents as a drug-running ally 
of Auguste Rlcord; perhaps 
Gen. Gerardo Johannsen, a 
rather more self-effacing offi- 
cer, who heads' the country’s 
military training institutes. 
General Stroessner, accord- 
ing to a diplomat, has given 
General Johannsen the fol- 
lowing bit of advice for the 
years to come: "In this coun- 
try, don’t tell anyone your 
family Is from Denmark. The 
(Continued on Page 101) 
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Continued from Page $4 

Danes are bakers, bacon 
makers. From now on, Jo- 
hannsen, you're German. 
They're soldiers, ” 
Paraguayans who look 
closely at the general for 
signs of slippage; who watch 
hopefully for an end, and fear 
an end; who yearn for a new 
life while dreading the future 
of a country stripped of politi- 
cal Structure and robbed of so 
much of Its pride, say the 
prognosis Is depressing: 
After Stroessner, more 
Stroessner. 

T O WATCH THE 
country watch him, I 
flew into the Para- 
guayan outback, to a 
place called CapitAn Bado, 
where the general went to un- 
knot inaugural ribbons at a 
post office, a dispensary and, 
It seemed, anything else that 
had been built there in the 
last 10 years. The town's 
main street, a wide dirt. road 
that looked like a river bed, Is 
the border with Brazil; no 
customs men, just some sol- 
diers wearing forage caps 
with chin straps, and a tent 
show, the "Fantastico Circo 
Koslov," that could have 
come straight from "La 
Strada.” I had been told the 
general was popular in the 
countryside, and red banners 
nailed up at a little stand fit 
right in: "Stroessner, 

Stroessner is the jubilant cry 
emerging from . our Para- 
guayan soul,” and "Wel- 
come, noble and illustrious 
chief, governor of the heart of 
America." 

I was given a red Colorado 
Party bandana, which I was 
graciously dispensed from , 
wearing, and a seat in the re- 
viewing stand shout three 
rows behind the general, 
which made me uncomfort- 
able, thinking of the violent, 
reviewing-stand end of 
Anwar el-Sadat. There were 
some speeches, and then we 
walked, following the gen- 
eral, through the dirt streets, 
There were school kids in 
white smocks, and little 
bunches of townspeople. We 
walked and walked, and there 
was silence. Past the old men 
in white shirts, the guys In 
cowboy hats, the kids with 
their shoes shined — walking 
in total silence. Thirty years, 
and it had come to this! Oh, 
the stillness 1 

Finally someone cheered, 
"Viva Stroessner.” It was 
thin but audible. The general 
broke ranks, went over, and 
shook the man's hand. ■ 
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Reward poster being distributed In South America by the SlmouWiesenthaJ Center In Los Angeles for Infla- 
tion leading to the arrest of Josef Mengele, who was sighted last summer In CapitAn Miranda, Par ago. 



Wiesenthal Cites Mengele Sighting 



By HENRY KAMM 

Special lo The New York Timex 

VIENNA, May 14 — Simon Wiesen- 
thal, the Nazi-hunter, says that Josef 
Mengele, the German death camp doc- 
tor, was sighted in Paraguay as late as 
last July. 

Mr. Wiesenthal, in Interviews at his 
Documentation Center here In the last 
week, said that the last confirmed 
sighting was in. the settlement of 
CapitAn Miranda, outside Hohenau. 

According to previous accounts, Dr, 
Mengele was seen in 1983 in Parr&l, 
Chile, and In Brazil. Other reports 
placed him in . Paraguay In 1982. Ao 
cording to Gerald Posner, a New York 
lawyer ' who Is writing a book on Dr, 
Mengele, the Nazi doctor narrowly es- 
caped capture in the 196p's by Jewish 
agents in the area mentioned by Mr. 
Wiesenthal. 

Mr. Wiesenthal said he had informed 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl of West Ger- 
many that Dr. Mengele was seen in 
July separately by three unidentified 
people who do not kinow one another 
and who live in different countries. 

Kohl Requested Information 

Mr. Wiesenthal wrote to Mr. Kohl in 
response to a letter requesting assist- 
ance as West Germany prepares for a 
visit in early July by Den. Alfredo 
Stroessner, the Paraguayan leader. 

\ J, A West German Government spokes- 
v-juan, Karin Konrad, said today that she 
was unable to confirm the exchange of 
s ’letters. 

' ^ ' General Stroessner, who was bom in 
V * 'Hof, Bavaria, and last visited West 
s Sv ' Germany in 1973, will be feted in Ba* 
"\VarIa by an organization called the In- 



3 Syrians Convicted of Spying 
■ For the Israelis Are Hanged 

DAMASCUS, Syria,' May 14 (AP) — 
Three Syrians convicted of spying for 
■ Israel were hanged at dawn today. 

Their names, listed on white sheet a 
of paper pinned to the bodies, were 
glven-as Tewfik Abbas, Farid Darwish 
and Muhieddin • Hourani. The bodies 
were left on the gallows for three hours 
for the public to- see. 

A military court found them guilty of 
"passing classified : " xmatlon and' 
jeopardizing the stab. m . curity to the 
Israeli enemy," military sources said, 



stitute for the Development ofGerman- 
Paraguayan Relations. He isexpected 
to be received by Franz JoseLStrauss, 
the Bavarian Premier. 

The visit has been criticized by the 
opposition Social Democratic Party, 
and President Richard von Weizsacker 
has, according to well-placed officials, 
extended a summer vacation abroad to 
avoid having to greet the visitor;’ 

Mr, Wiesenthal said that redent re- 
ports from agents and informers had 
convinced him that Dr. Mengele re- 
mained In hiding under the protection 
of the Paraguayan Government* 

Dr. Mengele, now 74 years old, is 
wanted In West Germany, Israel and ! 
the United States for atrocitlesicom- ! 
mined in his role as a physician at the 
Auschwitz camp, where he sefeeted 
victims for the gas chambers and- con- 
ducted fatal and maiming experiments 
on prisoners. 

Last week, officials of the three coun- 
tries, meeting in Frankfurt, said they 
were coordinating efforts to apprehend 
and prosecute him. Rewards totaling 
nearly $4 million have been offeredjfor 
information leading to his capture} 

Mr'. Wiesenthal said he believed that 
General Stroessner's visit to West Ger- 
many offered the best chance for bring- 
ing Dr. Mengele to justice. In the NaiU 
hunter's view, as well as that of investi- 
gators In other countries, Paraguay^ 
will is the key to apprehension. 

Persuasion of Paraguay at Issue \\ 
Many Investigators .believe that If; 
General Stroessner wanted; to deliver 
Dr, Mengele, his secret police could dd,’ 
so quickly.' Pressure from West Ger-, 
many and the United States are'-, 
thought to be factors that might per- 
suade General Stroessner, who has; 
ruled Paraguay for 31 years and whose 
power is nearly absolute. 

Mr. Wiesenthal said that Mr. Kohl, in 
his letter, dated March 8, said he in- 
tended to "raise emphatically"' the 
issue of Dr. Mengele's extradition. In 
view of the Paraguayan Government's 
assertions that the wanted man is not in 
Paraguay, Mr, Kohl- continued, West . 
German pressure would be more effec- 
tive if Mr. Wiesenthal were to supply 
particulars to substantiate his belief 
that Dr. Mengele is there, 

In the 1960 's, Dr. Mengele was said to 
have been a frequent visitor at the 
Hotel del Tirol outside Capita Mir " 
da, Mr. Wiesenthal said that reli; 
agents, during a visit to the area in lu- 
cent weeks, had verified the informa- 



tion that Dr. Mengele had been 
last July. 

The area was described as cl i r / i • ■ 
access because it is near a closed 
tary zone with several pres hi' 
summer homes. 

Mr. Wiesenthal told Mr. Koh! 
the Paraguayan Government wju 
position to profess that Dr. Me 
does not live in Paraguay since h 
been there living since 1979 und 
assumed name and as a citizen 
unidentified Central - American 
try. 

In February 1981, Mr. Wicsenth 
formed Hans Eberhard Klein 
Frankfurt prosecutor responslbl 
the West German case agains 
Mengele, that the doctor obtait 
i passport of that Central Ame 
country in 1979. He- was said to 
done so through an office in the ' 
ington area. 



Fingerprint Reported Fount 
spedii w Th« York Tlroe* 

i BONN, May 14 — A West Ge 
i newspaper, In an article to a 
Wednesday, says that Red Cros: 
j cials in Geneva have found a f 
1 print of Dr. Mengele on an applh 
| form for a Red Cross travel doer 
I issued in Genoa, Italy, In 1949. 

| The newspaper, Frankfurter 
ischau, quotes Nicolas Vecsey, he 
the International Committee of th 
Cross’s Search Service, as bavin; 
i that the fingerprint, of the right if 
| was found on ft form Dr. Meng 
1 thought to have filled out at th< 
: Cross regional office in Genoa to c 
a passport und^ cuu name He 
: Gregor that he irted to travel lo A 
tlna Ln 1949. West German prosec 
are believed to have fingerprints < 
Mengele taksn in the 1950’s in : 
.America, 

The Red Cross form also carr 
photograph; but some Investigate; 
[ lieve it that of Dr.-Mengele’s bre 
Alois. ) 

The-document lists the name c 
ship on which the. passport hold* 
tended to travelas the North Kir 
the /steamship line Compagnia T 
atlantica. 
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BONK/ April 24 —Two We^<i4x^n! 
prosecutors skid today tfiattl^were • 
conviiK^that Josef Mehgele.^eNazl- 
camp doctprj: is>alive^ ? ; ; . * *v.iy; 

: The two;;^ipcs^cutors ■— Hans-Eber- 

iiard .jtiein * of j • F rankfurt. and .-Alfred 
Streim of Stuttgart— said in telephone . 
interviews, that; the * best indications . 
were that Thy Mengele is in Paraguay. * 
The ; Government^ of v Paraguay / has . 
denied that he tiyes .there. *• r?-;** ~ , 
However,, Ithh. 'prosecutors • .warned 
.against ^exaggerated Tfcopes that , Dr. » 
Mengele would r ■ V % * :i rV>, 

A . $2.3 * has V been ; 

.posted fgtj^^ 

; ■ Wectinjg^ ~] 



, nents&*£ 

. ■ On ^ 

the Offlceof Special.^ jn 

the J ustioejj^^ 

ate hearing' in j PhUadel phi a that he .be- . . 
lieyed Dr. Meng<de would be captured.* * 

. ■ s. i^'v-'.Te ~ -. y .* ci T. 73rt t:'? v. 

M i n e B I as tin J apart Kills 1 1 

^ TOKYO , 24 (Reuters) '— 
Eleven workers were killed and six in- 
jured ihai coal thine explosion today on 
a small inland off thesbuthem J apa-~ 
nese city olN agasaki , the police said . 
They said SQNworkers were in the mine 
when the explosion 'occurred. All were 
accountedTor. 
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•United States marshals'- Have'; begun 
searching for the -.Nazi ^Warj Criminal 
Josef Mengele' with lnterViews in West 
Germany and possibly Othfer countries/ 
according to ’ officials ' and ^specialists 
familiar with the investigation.^ - ' i ; 

J ustice* Department' Officials reiter- 
ated yesterday that' they were assum- 
ing the ‘notorious death camp.. doctor 
was alive ^the would have .turned- 74 > 
last week > but acknowledged ; they 
had no proof nor any reUableloiohma-J 
tiprion his whereabouts . vi i b \ 

r . -AWe are -working^ with ja^uml^h-pf, 
foreign gov ernm cuts, tha tarea^.^' ~ ~ 



•f ormsBdmestic 
^/MrrSafirsaid 
formed 'to hunj\fdrf£he^^ 



. r ■",« - •/ j* * * i i , , ' 

Newtlnforma’ . 

^Sp^alist^Qjn^^ 

that 1 

'the/Goveri^ anwnew- inf onnaj 

tvtt tmi T nr «> p^uj^ j 



. Marshals -Gctfo^ Germanyl^^ ^ 

vb^eis ? inwif^i in fhe^inve^gat^l; 
said,. however^dhat marshals ha^h^eerf 
to J West :;Germany :«to -question 'several 
jailed idxug ;<^mug^ers 
been close toDr; Mengele in Paraguay; 
his dast ^nf irm^residence: 
^^elMarshal^^ 
by : kttorneyJ^^^ 

.Smith in Februar^to join £or 

Dr., Mengele, ?who yis.want^l^^est 
Gennadiy for mass kiilings' and pseudp- 
medical experiments at the Aus<h;m® 
£ irkenaute^ermination ^campldr- 3 

%*As j&rt of thejiiquiryrtife'^ust^ 
parimenVsOtf iceof<S^ 
tidrisls al^^€^cking wtola^^ 



counterinteUigence ^agenh has proved 
difficult to'verifyai^ many 

the investjga^ M £\ 5 ; V > * 
Neal M. Sher; director of (thd special 
operaricJiri'um^^^ihe would not go 
beyond his nunarks Monday at a spe- 
cial .Senatef hearing; in v Philadelphia- 
where: - , survive r^ hf -the' *Mazi horror 
Were bolding aponfer^cc. Jn response 
to a question there) Mr. Sher said he be- 
lievM- 'XJri/^Mengeler Was j. alive and 
would be.capturedj | ; f -A * k i V. \ ■ , • 



nation - r - 



mM 

»;Ciew£ 



shals 



them ^hadhxSSSi^ 
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View of the barracks at Auschwitz, insets: Men 
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■ ,;Tales of, the AngdI 'of ; De.atfi{|^^ 'and over: they 

come' from Auschwitz , 1 font .the ; , jup|l&s -'of : S’Oilt h America, 
from GLA files, from fevered Nazi^trlick imaginations, from 
hucksters of hellish relics.: Somehow- they, are all different, 
but all the same. 

..'.• Take the woman in the jewelry store in' Asuncion, Par- 
aguay; She told ari lsraeli 'official about the day inj 1965 when 
a customer asked about some merchandise. She came around 
the counter. She saw Josef- Men geie. .Two decides before, 
trim and elegant in his sleek black SS uniform, -he had per- 
sonally dispatched 400,000 .other jews to'the Ovens with a 
flick of his biackrgloyed ‘wribt. But not her. Shi'd- suryived. 
And now he was browsing in her jewelry store, just one of 
40,000..Germans living, in' Paraguay. 

She could not speak, she would say later. She watched 



; ;lHimtl e ai DaW^V^t-wJi him.Tt was 
Mengele ” ' il '§. ' 

' For 40 years,, one of the rhoristers of history has wandered 
the globe ' untouched, a - free, man: the . most notorious Nazi 
war . criminal believed, alive ; today, the Auschwitz doctor 
whose imaS.s murders -and grisly experiments evoke Evil - In- 
carnate.. ' . , . x-p ■ ■ • 

How can this be? ■ 

West Germany has^had a warrant out for h&arrest f.or'26" 
years and has added a $350,000 reward. Israeli Nazi hunters 
spirited Adolf Eichmann out of Argentina, but: others have 
missed Mengele," jthey'say, by minutes at a Paraguayan hotel, 
.by- little more at. the Rome airport. CIA informants put him in 
Brazil, in.Chile-/ -in.tlie- drug trade or working as nn auto me- 
chanic. German prosecutors believe he may have been in 
Paraguay as late as 1.982, if a jailed drug suspect can be be- 



Death? ... ... < * :| 

lieved: He:. is said to have been Mengele’s roommate outside 
Asuncion,- where, they shared a passion for beekeeping. - ; if' 
What's more, the sightings : began ■ as soon as the Thir$ 
Reich fell. American GIs say they saw him in an Army prisofr; 
a German professor claims he interviewed Mengele at a Brit- 
ish prison camp in 1947. After that Mengele lived in-Ijj§ 
home town in Bavaria, where his family, had made its fortuii£ 
; in the' farm -machinery -business. His name arose at the- Nu- 
remberg. War-kmime trials, and he fled to Rome, where hejis 
said'to Have gotten papers under the name of Gregorio Gr&- 
gori. ,.g 

In either .1949 or 1951, according to conflicting report^, 
he sailed from Italy to Argentina, where he lived under 
own name in Buenos Aires, hawking heavy equipment for.tfie 
family firm. Neighbors say he was "quiet, distinguished 
courteous." 

As Dr. Helmut Gregor, one of the dozen aliases he adopted 
See MENGELE, C8, CoU 'll 
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over the years, he became an Argen- 
tine citizen in 1954 and performed 
abortions, says Nazi hunter Simon 
WiesenthaL (At one point, he was 
"detained” by police when a patient 
died.) His first wife divorced him that 
year, and in 1958 he married his old- 
er brother’s widow. They were di- 
vprced three years later, and she left 
for Switzerland and Italy. After the 
West German warrant was issued in 
1959 he became a Paraguayan cit- 
izen; he is said to have attended his 
father's funeral in Germany that 
year. 

He has lived his life. He has had 
friends, patients, family. Now bounty 
.hunters, revenge seekers, glory 
hounds and die-hard believers in 
earthly justice descend on South 
America, in such numbers that they 
have fostered a trade in relics of this 
saint of Hell — photographs, an ID 
’ card, whatever souvenir of evil you 
want, except the man himself. 

If alive, he would be 74 this month. 

Now America wants him. Its top 
Nazi hunter, Neal Sher, a Justice. De- 

• partment lawyer who heads the Of- 

• fice of Special Investigations, flew to 
: Europe last week to seek leads from 

• .German prosecutors and Nazi track- 
ers like Wiesenthal, 76, who suspect 

. Mengele is still in. Paraguay, pro- 

- tected by President Alfredo Stroess- 
ner; but after all these years, they 
still don’t really know. 

On his SS application, he said he 
, stood 5 feet 9, with brown hair and 
,, blue eyes. But others remember a 
shorter, darker-Iooking man in a 
.. country that worshipped blue-eyed 
_ bjonda. Mengele's hang-up was that 
; hei looked like a Gypsy,' says Wie- 
sentfial 

’ Indeed, he aimed to keep nature 
. from future mistakes, drafting human 
... guinea pigs for macabre experiments 
he believed might make Hitler's 
dream of an Aryan master race come 
; true. As the SS doctor at Auschwitz, 
he dispatched nearly half a million to 
the gas chambers and killed thou- 
' sands more with mad genetic quack- 
' ery. 

He was obsessed with twins; if 
German women could repopulate 
’ after the war with multiple births, 
' military losses might be offset He 
' handpicked specimens as they came 
<• off the trains at Auschwitz-Birkenau 
‘ deep inside Poland. In his black SS 
uniform, shiny stick in hand, he cut a 

• striking figure to the bedraggled, 

- frightened Jews, waving some to the 
' •left, to die, others to the right, to 

live. 

"He looked gorgeous,” recalls twin 
-Eva Kor, 50, who sells real estate in 
'"'Terre Haute, Ind. “But everyone was 



course, treated like prize pet rabbits.. 
But if one in a pair died, Mengele 
killed the other to compare autopsies. 

In other experiments, he snatched 
babies from mothers and tried to 
change the color of their eyes and 
hair, then killed them by injection. 
“What’s the difference if you make 
black eyes out of blue eyes?” he asked 
one mother, then tried it with her 
child. It died. 

Witnesses have also told German ■ 
prosecutors: . 

He' offered candy to two sets of 
twin girls’, then shot them in the 
neck, castrated or .sterilized "about 
100 male prisoners,” routinely tossed 
babies into ovens alive and wired in- 
mates with electrodes to. test their 
threshold for electric shock. 

To boost his labor- force, he or- 
dered pregnant women onto their 
backs, then stomped them until they 
aborted. Once, he promised a special 
milk porridge for all expectant moth- 
ers who signed up, then gassed them 
all. He also gassed a barracks that in- 
cluded some of his former professors, 
all Jews. 

"We called him the ‘death doc- 
tor/ ” says survivor Ernest Michel, 
61, of New York City, who once es- 
corted eight Jewish women to Men- 
gele's lab as an orderly. When he 
hauled them away, two were dead, 
two were in a coma, another had to 
be disconnected from an electroshock 
machine. 

Spared for his elegant penmanship, 
Michel was ordered to rewrite med- 
ical history. "Heart attack," he wrote 
day after day to cover up the true 
cause of death. “Our biggest fear was 
that no one would be left alive to tell 
what really happened,” he says. 

As one of Mengele’s pets, Ber- 
kowitz was there in 1944 when his 
keeper exploded over a report of lice 
among the. Gypsies. “I’m sick and 
tired of these filthy, diseased pigs," 
Mengele ranted. "I've been trying to 
keep this camp dean, and I'm fight- 
ing a losing battle!” 

His solution: send the whole bar- 
racks to the gas chambers. And 700 
Gypsies were marched off to be “dis- 
infected” forever. One German offi- 
cei nodded at Berkowitz, a witness to 
his rage. Said Mengele, “Don’t wor- 
ry, he's one of us. If we had more 
boys like him, we would have won the 
war.” 

Mengele liked to test Berkowitz, 
probing for the secret of his endur- 
ance. Once, he ordered Berkowitz to 
swim with the SS men who nearly 
drowned him for sport. To retest his 
courage, it was back to the pool. 

When his mother’s barracks was 
marched off to the gas chamber, 

. Mengele conjured an errand so Ber- 
kowitz could take, a last walk with 



SS general who conceived and oper- 
ated . mobile gas chambers used to 
exterminate Jews. He recently died, 
in .his sleep after running a fishing 
boat for years, under his own name, 
out of Puerto Pravenir. Chile’s su- 
preme court denied his extradition ■ 
request on a technicality. Another 
extradition request was denied in 
1959 by Argentina, on grounds thatv 
it was written in German, not Span/ 
ish. And not till 1970 did Paraguay; 
concede Mengele had been naturaP 
ized years before'. 

“The last photograph is 1963 iri 
Asuncion,” says Wiesenthal by phone . 
from Vienna. “We don’t know his 
[new] alias.” 

What of rumors'he may have und- 
ergone plastic surgery? Wiesenthal 
doubts it; no Nazi war criminal he 
caught ever went under the knife 
What about the report of postcards 
sent to friends from Portugal? Does 
Wiesenthal say this is a Nazi disin- 
formation trick to blur the trail? 

Or CIA files portraying Mengele as 
a cocaine warlord, dealing under the 
name Dr. Henrique Wollman? "A stu- 
pid story," Wiesenthal scoffs. “He 
doesn't need the money.” 

. It would certainly seem that way, 
if he can rely on rich Nazi friends and 
the family conglomerate, Karl Men- 
gele & Sons, with offices in Para- 
guay, Argentina and the United 
States. 

A $1 million bounty was offered 
last week by unnamed donors in Lee 
Angeles after lesser amounts did no 
good. 

He remains at bay, a fugitive with 
all the glamor of an emissary from 
hell, merely yapped at by the hounds 
of justice, and mythologized by Hol- 
lywood in two movies, "Marathon 
Man” and "The Boys' From Brazil' 



Mengele was bom March 16, 
1911, in Guenzburg, Germany, the 
third son of a wealthy farm machin- 
ery manufacturer. At 24, he joined 
Hitler's "Brown Shirts,” the Nazi Par- 
ty three years later. 

He studied anthropology and zo- 
ology in Munich, hatching a fascina- 
tion for genetics, which was further 
fueled at the Institute for Genetic 
Purification in Frankfurt. In 1938, he 
graduated from medical school, mar- 
ried Irene Maria Schoenbein, joined 
the Waffen SS and became the 
Auschwitz camp physician. 

Their son Rolf was born at Ausch- 
witz in 1944. 

Like other Nazis in the early days 
after the war. he made little effort to- 
hide his identity. 

But at least two IIS. Armv vet- 
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Yisome-ofith^ 

It was'there Mengele =was! sighted 
i in. the ’60s; from Pedro Juan ACabal- 

{ani^g;^nliage 
/.to th^$o«tiu IsraeH agents^^f^outi 
hidedut in a ' heavily fortified MnP ’ 
r?house nearby in the early ’60s, hut 
refilled ^a)mmando/riu^;/Efere . 
- ?was nOy airport nearby to pull ‘off an 
;' Entebbe/- and Israel • couldn't^ afford 
; /any'- diplomatic casual ties; /th/ - ;Eidi- 
; ’ maun affair had ended their honey- 
: moon. • 

/^Agents 

/Asuncion and the interior, ;i ffjei V5st 






■/iq^ti^ ' of- since 1962, .when Gerinanj/s|u^ ex- 

Stroessoer, and n representative for tradition ^request arrivei fBut if a 
German firms. hideout : can.be found, they pfoihise.tb 

' -i/His dealings also included substan- ? dispat^&’j posse. “We have made 
rial payments to Stroessner’s son, . . afidl investigation and found no trace 
says , Pansrbased Nazi hunter Beate ' of Mengele in Paraguay,” says, the 
/ Klarsfeld/ who/ along. *with her hus-. embassy/press ^attache. “We believe 
' band, > tracked - Nazi • War criminal •• he is not there anymore.” • ••• , • 
Klaus Altman Barbie to. Bolivia, — 

f.'ieOHent security ooi^tant' brfore h& ,• ^ Holocaust 'fnake 

"extradition to' ’ : ’Fr^ce//She : . claims \ Ev^fyn^^a Questions 

. Rudel's financial dmiments^in her beget more’ qu^tiohsl'If Me ngede is 
; files, ’detafl tiie deais. ‘ ? : '(-n«^^ughtt'.jdoes, that mean/you 

toped into Rudd ihliW the ' tbirigs s in this life 

•place,” says Benjamin Weiser ^ be js put on 

. Varone, *7i, the Conner Israeli am- .triav^ that'mea.-. good C-aaily tn- 
3 ‘bassador who made it a habit to be. ^ ur ’// 0v, l r 7 e ' q ,Z , '• 

ifrieeditbie like the: jewels wife. , P?** 27 i 2 

- *id hid se« Mengele; fie met Men- h . E .^warebberated by theEus- 
geie's iawjTer, dutifully filing such re- Rafter (. death n^rch 

putts to Trf Aviv. He get lio 

• ur i . later, after stmts tn refugee camps. 

Tsrael doesn t expect -.its ambas- ' , - 6 . , . v 

y . w- u ; n \ theywoondup inAmenca.sole'sur- 

sadors to be Nazi hunters, be says, • • 



But whenever Nazi hunters, back 
home raised a fuss, Paraguayan of- 
ficials called Varone on the carpet. 
. yThey would call me to express the 
- displeasure of their president,” says 
/the retired diplomat turned writer. 



vivorsrif a farnilyof nine.' 

Berkowitz washed dishes in- New 
York, sold furniture, shrugged off the 
pain of a crumbling spine and fought 
to understand. With. Eva Kor, he 
started a support group for Ausch- 
witz twins called Candles. So far, 



according to heavily editcrf -QDY files 
/released last weelc-Acto 
surfaced of assorted avengers on jhe 
Joose; and someeme appareritly/nus- 
-took ^ man for Mengele. He was 
. found beaten to death, but it turned 
'.cuff to be an ex-Nazi soldier: - 




, .-the table:.;:. . .a. s-r Mk-X-h 

Especially when the citizenship 
papers are signed by old Stroessner 
friends like Alejandro von Eckstein, a 
Russian emigre who fought alongside 
Stroessner in the Chaco War with 
Bolivia, and who still advises 
Paraguayan intelligence sendees. 

At the American Embassy at 
Asuncion, there were frequent ru- 
mors of Martin Bormann alive and 
well, but never Mengele/ recalls A. 
Dane Bowen, political officer until 
1964. Besides: "Hunting Nazi' war 
criminals wasn’t our big preoccupa- 
tion." 

In those davs. Menvele lived ooen- 



-.who lives in Brookline, Mass. J'Butv /about^ihave.’ come forward, 20 
- they never denied he was there. from the States. Many testified at a 

. Naturally, Varone was a' magnet ^ trial for Mengele in Jerusalem 

for mercenaries andlcraekpots 4iaS-..^ hsf month. -'• / 
ing the doctor. His stiindard .line: “Go -- ; y If -Mengele is ever arrested, • Bef- 
a cross the street. The Germans have ' kowitz wants to ask -him some ques- 
a warrant for his arrest” His job was ' would like to ask him exactly 

to keep Paraguay's crucial U.N. Se- ; what he did to his guinea pigs, so we 

curity Council vote in Israel's comer. can get medical help," he says. "We 

He charmed, he Icajoled, he got it, are like a puzzle. We have to be put 

even as Meugele was seed .around . backiogether piece by piece.” 
town. -' '. -J/VA^ivalent - .abotit' revenge, .he :- ' 

Later, in 1978, the U.S. EtaibSssy ; r would prefer a trial. He doesn’t hate 
beard he freqqepted the Cahallo Mengele. And he reflects that be is 
Blanco, or White Hprs6/ a-teyorite -stBI his errand boy: “You see, he hev- 
German restaurant downtown. And a ; : eE disxnSsed me ” 

BBC crew with a. hidden raike <ap-/ ; ;p. ..^ys’Vfitothah' “Look, the life of 
tured a Nazi boasting rf playing cards •:•.•$ Mengele is - wfthoutZimportance. Af- _ 
with the doctor ' / -ter ^many yeate, criminals Uim^m . ; 

“Mengele? r o'h. yes, feaiSmd, ; . witaess^. How on you punish sorrier ; 
'but <Joc’t knew 

-com* and sjxs.- offlaii Wdda're^y " pfe?« be isaugbtand'gete ble.be U 
wher.-JT-r Robert White -pnMIy se^P|.> a.fe»tye^ ^ 

■brought it up. - : ' • ? re be <bes.-rjrtwai.end upto.be a , 

5°. why t^i''he artested-rt>r S B'J^ c ^"'?L’uo/.e gi- 
something? -Because he wsnt - , ^ e should^!,: 

wanted all that much, says White, ^ Berkowitz. . 
who filed his Mengele tales with the 
State Department and got no reply. 

“We. did report on it, but there was 
never much interest expressed by 
Washington in any way.” 

Still, such accounts irritated offi- 
cials in the remote haven for right- 
wing refugees. “Bob, how can we pol- 
ish up our imager he was. often 
asked. 

"A good place to start would be to 
• cancel Mengele's citizenship,” he re- 
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Now Mengele is hot, everyone’s 
favorite villain. It's only taken 40 
years- In South America, there are 
those who can look on it as a trend, 
not unlike other trends, a sort of nos- 
talgia craze. 

"There are people out there willing 
to sell you Bormann’s bones and- 
Mengele’s hacienda," says New York 
lawyer Gerald Posner, whose re- 



L <^u estate m 

Terre Haute, Ind. “But everyone was 

> scared of him. He decided how long 
-y you lived" 

S' ' One 12-year-old Jewish boy held a 
p special fascination: Marc Berkowitz 
p had blond hair, blue eyes and a twin 
£ sister; Francesca. SS officers on the 

> lookout for lab rats perked up when 
C their mother , shouted, “Kill me, but 
C not my twins!” Immediately, they 
F w^re brought to Mengele, and the 
£ Berkowitz was ordered to disrobe 
'- and lie oo a table. Fluid was drawn 

' from his spine. "My whole body was 
~ burning, and the next thing 1 knew I 
l was fitting back fainting,” recalls 
“ th? 53-year-old retired New York 
f furniture salesman, physically disa- 
r bled from bis days at Auschwitz.' He 
l heard a whimper and reached out to 
“ cojnfort his sister. She lay on the 

* rieod: table. 

times, Mengele was almost 

* gentle. He. patted Berkowitz on the 
l head as a nurse mopped his brow. 

- Sometimes, he even apologized. "I’m 
i. sorry we have to do this, but the pain 
£ will go away," he said. 

I Yet if his “guinea pigs passed out. 

- or fought back, he eliminated them,” 
t says Berkowitz, who watched bloody 
% bundles carried out of the lab. Ever 
'• stoic, Berkowit 2 fought to detach 

> himself from the pain, and did as he 
Z 'iwas told. Once, he stood on his head 
' <for hours without passing out. He 
£ • -was prodded, punctured and poked, 
f ;<He was dunked in a steel vat of freer- 
t •; ling 'water while Mengele lab techni- ‘ 
v -;jcians monitored his plummeting body 
£ • -temperature. 

* \ - ; -At last, when he was pulled out 
| ^live, Mengele strutted about the lab 
J \% ecstasy. He liked Berkowitz's at* 

* latitude. “You're the type of boy I've 
* ! -been looking for* he said. "You’re 

> \ setting an example. The other chil- 
t ■ *dren are behaving themselves. We’re 
' - ’getting good results." 

* r -. Berkowitz just tried to obey, intent 
7 . on living from "moment to moment, 
t ^second to second." So pleased was 

* - ;the doctor with his star guinea pig 
r '. -that he made Berkowitz his "lauper,” 
r ;for errand boy. He taught him Ger- 
r ; >an swigs, recited poetry. Mengele 

V. “ - ’loved classical music, and Berkowitz 
j§' r f j -hand-cranked his Victrola, shined his 
“boots and harvested his brussek 
■ 'sprouts. 

j ' But Mengele’s moods changed like 

* the weather. One day, Berkowitz 
i watched him shoot a boy, first in one 

_ Juice, then in the qther. The boy was 
; weeping as Mengele grabbed him by 

- the hair and gave the coup de grace 
j with a bullet in the brain. His sin: 

he'd wandered away from his bar- 

* racks. 

"You know he bad no business over 

* there," said Mengele. He asked Rer- 
: kowitz if he’d done “something 
; wrong" in shooting the boy, but didn't 

wait for an answer. "You have to re- 

> spect the laws of the place,” he said. 

•All the time, the crematoriums 
were running. Twins who survived 
the experiments were spared, of 



Mengele conjured an errand so Ber- 
kowitz could take a last walk with 
Helen. Berkowitz. For Mengele,' it 
was just another experiment, the An- 
gel of Death testing the faith of a 
Jew. 

“So,” asked Mengele later, “do you 
still believe in God?" 

Tye lost almost everything." re- 
plied Berkowitz, “byt one thing I have . 
not lost is God. You can take every- 
thing from me, but you. cannot take 
Mengele reached for his revolver. 
It was bolstered in black feather, 
hanging over a chair. He unsnapped 
one button. He unsnapped the other. 
He stared long and hard at his gofer. 

“You gave the right answer,” he 
said. He nodded at his boots, T want 
a good shine today. I have very im- 
portant things to tend to.” 

Berkowitz walked outside. Smoke 
was belching thick and black. He was 
thinking, Tm' only 12, but I’d better 
say Kaddish (the prayer for the dead) 
for my mother. I don’t know if I’ll be 
around to say it tomorrow.” 

On Christmas Eve 1944, with the 
Russians advancing on the eastern 
front, Mengele- found Berkowitz in 
the washroom. A light snow was fatt- 
ing: Pausing at' the door, flanked by 
two SS guards, be wished him well. 
Mengele seemed almost wistful. 
“Adieu,” he said. And that was the 
last time Berkowitz saw him. 



Everyone has an answer, a rumor, 
a theory, a cold lead, an excuse, 

"I’ve [barely] missed him five 
times,” says Wiesenthal. He has 
bagged 1,100 war criminals in his 
lifetime without ever getting as close 
to Mengele as the jeweler’s wife. 

Christmas 1963. Wiesenthal got 
tipped off in a letter: Mengele, Hotel 
American, Milan. He flew there with 
a German prosecutor. Said the- man- 
ager, ‘Yesterday, he left." In Torre- 
molinosrSpain, he missed him by two 
days: at the Rome airport, by mere 
hours. 

Later, a group of Auschwitz aveng- 
ers called the "Committee of 12” 
, tracked him to the Hotel Tyrol near 
the thriving German colony of Ho- 
henau in eastern Paraguay, They 
planned to spirit him to Frankfurt to 
stand trial. His alias that time: Dr. 
Fritz Fischer. They burst into room 
26, but he was gone. Minutes before, 
Herr Fischer got a phone call, said 
the manager, raced down the stairs 
with his pajamas on under his suit, 
and vanished in the night,- 
Intelligence tips put Mengele 'in 
Chile 18 months ago; in Paraguay’s 
German-speaking Mennonite villages 
on the Bolivian border as recently as 
last year; in Uruguay six months ago. 

South American governments, 
rubbed raw by complaints, that 
they’re sheltering the fled legions of 
the Nazis, deny it all. 

Says, the Chilean Embassy press 
officer: “We had one Nazi war crim- 
inal, and that was plenty ” That would 
have been the bt* 1 w ’ u '-' r> " 
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after the war, be made little effort to 
hide his identity. 

But at least two U.S., Army vet- 
erans say they believe he was in U.S. 
custody at one time. A retired Cal- 
ifornia aerospace engineer, Walter 
Kempthorne, says soldiers put- a red- 
faced prisoner through ealesthentes 
Inlv ID. 1945. 

"This here's the bastard who ster- 
ilized 3,000 women at Auschwitz,” 
said one, as a man fitting Mengele’s 
description huffed and puffed. Kemp- 
thome was 19, a private at the kfer- 
Oberstein detention camp in occupied 
Germany, where Nazis were inter- 
rogated after the war. 

Guards sometimes trotted them 
outside for fun and games, including a 
charade called “Luftwaffe”: Prisoners 
were ordered to run around in circles 
“spitting like a plane,” says Richard 
Schwarz, 59, a retired government.- 
labor lawyer in Washington, D.C. As ; 
a young private, he put a Nazi he now j 
. believes was Mengele through the 
drill, “pats on the fanny” and all. $ 

“Presumably, it was - Mengele/’ i 
recalls Schwarz, who never heard the s 
man's name, but has war correspond- 
ence indicating he wrote friends • 
about just such a doctor. And the Si- 
mon Wiesenthal Center in Los An- 
geles, which hunts data on Nazi war 
criminals and supports Holocaust 
studies, turned up the two- soldiers, 
along with a U.S. Army dispatch from 
an intelligence officer who refers to 
an ’account of Mengele's arrest in 
1947. 

"We’re searching our records ot 
that camp," says Lt. Col. Craig 
McNab, an Army spokesman. 
“You've got to understand, Mengele 
wasn't on top of anyone’s list back 
then. In 1945, he was a doctor way 
off in the wilds of Poland.”. 1 

And by the 1950s, he was long 
gone. In South America, the chase 
began, a slow’ and frustrating pursuit. 
Diplomatic channels yielded nothing. 
Everything grew vague. 

Isser Hard. Israel’s secret service 
chief who pulled off the daring snatch 
of Eichmann from Buenos Aires in 
1960, eyed Mengele, too, but didn’t j 
want to. risk losing Eichmann, he’ 
once wrote. Afterwards, Israeli ’ 
agents tracked down his house in a ; 
middle-class suburb of Buenos Aires, 
but he was gone. They traced him to 
Paraguay. There, it was believed, he 
was protected by President Alfredo 
Stroessner, the right-wing strong 
man who took power in 1954, son of 
an immigrant German cavalry officer. 

It was easy to hide in a remote Cal- 
iforma-size country with only two 
million people and a gossipy capital 
where word travels fast when out- 
siders come sniffing around. 

There was also plenty of camou- 
flage from German colonies to the 
east, where lush, rolling bills be- 
tween the Paraguay and Parana riv- 
ers lured refuse#*® ' rL: j r ‘ 



xm. besides: "Hunting Nazi war 
criminals wasn’t our big preoccupa- 
tion." 

In those days, Mengele Jived open- 
ly, sunning at a villa, a half-mile from 
the embassy and scouting' for land in 
Alta Parana, just, across 1 the Argen- 
tine border, reportedly working as an 
auto mechanic northeast of Asuncion 
near the Brazilian border. "Recurring 
rumors" said that Mengele was at a 
“well-guarded ranch, either' near En- 
caroacion, in eastern Paraguay, or in 
Chaco, and that he is protected by 
Stroessner,” said a 1972 CIA, report. 

, Veterans of the Asuncion diplo- 
matic corps say Mengele socialized 
with late Nazi Luftwaffe ace Hans UL 
rich-Rudel, reputed mastermind of 
Odessa, the secret underground that 
resettled fleeing Nazis in South 



«»» up our imager’’ he was. often 
asked. 

“A good place. to start would be to 
■cancel Mengele's citizenship," he re- 
plied Then, one day, out of the blue, 
the foreign minister said, “Bob, that’s 
a wonderful idea. I'll bring it up with 
the president." And, in 1979, Men- 
gele was stripped of his citizenship 
for being “out of the country for more 
than two years.” 

“We knew he was in Paraguay, but 
it's not something we pursued," says 
Alan Ryan, the top Nazi hunter for 
the Justice Department until 1983. 
There was no jurisdiction, and Ryan 
was too busy chasing Nazi war crim- 
inals hiding in America to go “smoke 
him out of the jungle." 

These tales, of course, contradict 
Paraguay’s official shrug that his 



Laigia craze. 

“There are people out there willing 
to sell you Bormann's bones and 
Mengele’s hacienda," says New York 
lawyer Gerald Posner, whose re- 
search forays .draw Nazi, brokers like 
flies. “The ; minute they hear an 
American is hunting Nazis, their ears 
perk up and their wallets get itchy." 

He’s spurned diaries, rings and 
memorabilia. How about Mengele’s 
original fingerprint card? asked a 
Brazilian cop. Only $500. Or. recent 
photos, whispered an ex-Nazi officer 
over mint tea at the Hotel Mansour 
in Casablanca — after plastic surgery. 
A mere five grand. Or, maybe you 
like Mengele’s SS ring, very cheap: 
$1,000, said the Argentine lawyer. 

The flea market sells such rings by 
the trayful, swastika and all, $3 
apiece. 




, Ingtcso a la 
l'listoria como uno 
de los hombres 
m£s crueles de la 
humanidad. Sus 
experiments 
dentificos en vivo, 
practicados en , 
prisioneros judfos, 
no sirvieron a la 
ciencia, como el 
pretendla, y 
simplemente 
alimentaron su 
sadismo. Mando a 
miles de personas 
a la muerte y hoy 
dos gobiemos y 
varias asociaciones 
civiles ponen 
precio a su 
captura. 



a, probablomonia. in 
Oltlma batalia de la So- 
gunda Guorra Mundio 1 
y una autbntica carrot 
contra el tlompo. El objetivo: Jos-t/i 
Mongol©, ol nrtoa buscado do los 
criminals do guerm nazis, un 
mddtco mediocre quo a loaned 
una trlste celeb rid ad como ms- 
ponaabte da la celecoiOn dn los 
deportadoe que Hegaban ai car- 
po do concentraclbn Auschwitz 
tUrkenau, instelaclo on una Iran 
quiia aidea do Polonia. En ose ns 
cenarlo do ospa.nto. Mongoio to 
nta poder do vida y muorte sobm 
cada prisionero. Adorn A;; do Ui sc- 
toccibri, su Inlords so cord re ha so- 
bro una sario do s&dicos axpon- 
memos "In vivo". destinndos a do 
torminar las c a factor I sheas ger 
ticas do los gemelos y los on u nos 
Su roalro intanti! y su actitud am- 
ble lo valieron un apo-do:©! -Anye'i 
do la rnuerto. 

ha semana pasada. la prern-e 
inlernaclonal publied un aviso 
pAglna enter a por of cual se o!;o- 
ce un« recornpensa de 3.395.000 
ddlares por cualquior Inform acton 
quo conduzca a la captura del cri- 
minal fugitivo. La ctfra as la mas 
alia ofrecida algunu voz por la 
capture do un ser humane. 
reunlda por 1u antes 1 diversas que 
Incluyen un milldn do dblares 
aportados por ei gobierno de 
Israel, un mlllon do ddlaraa de 
contribuyontes andnimos canaii- 
zadoa a trav^s del Centro Simon 
WlesorUhal de Los Angeles, un 
rnilldn do dblares del dlyrlo con- 
sorvador The Washington Times, 
perteneclenle a la organhmciCn 
del rovorondo Moon. 320.000 do- 
lares aportados por el gobierno do 




Alomania Federal, £0, 000 ddlares 
del cazador de na^ls Simon Wie- 
se nthal y 25.000 ddlarss do la ca- 
zadora de nozls Beat© Klersleld; 

Con 'excepcldn do Adolf Elch- 
mann, capturadp en la Argaptlna 
por agonies Israeifea en 1:960, 
nlngOn criminal da guorra ha aido 
buscado con tanta persoverancla 
ycontantalntonaldad, Dlaa atria, 
los goblemos da ioa Estados Uni* 
dos. Alomonla Federal e Israel 
decldleron aunar esluorzos para 
llovar oi prdfugo a la justlda. El 15 
de mayo Ciltlmo, en Francfort, el 
fiscal general de la cludad, Hans- 
Eberhard Klein, se reunid con 
equipds de Invostlgadoreg nor- 
teamorlcanos e Israelfes para 
coordlnur la oparacidn, y so des- 
carta qua uno de los tdpicos deta 
prbxlma entrevlsta dol canclller 
alemin, Helmut Kphl, con el pre- 
sidento paraguayo, Alfredo 
Slroess ner, durante la vistta quo 
dsto reallzaiA a Bonn, sari el pa- 
radero de Mengele. 

wim .«i5®ssIbm> 

Nombre y apellldoi Joaef Man- 
gel#. • 

Focha do naclmionto:- IQ de 
marzo del; 1911. 

Lugar: pO.nz.burg, Bavlem. 

Descripcldn flslca: 1.74 do os- 
tatura, ojos marrones, nariz recta, 
boca medians, ore] as normales. 

GOnzburg os una poqueAa ciu- 
dad sobr© la costa del Danubio. 
Uno de esos poblados tranquilos 
donde la gent© go roOno por las 
noches en las cervecorlas y canla 
canciones haste el amanocer, Por 
mis de 300 aAos, nlngCin judfo 
vtvl6 en GOnzburg y la Onlca faml? 
lie resident© se estabiedd allf to- 
ciin algunos afios daspu63 de fl* 
nallzada la Segunda Guerra. 

SegCm Julius Dlesbach, un 
compafisro de estudlos de Mon- 
gols entrevlstbdo por SIETE 
DIAS, el jets naxi, a qulen llama- 
ban "Popp-o", era un muchacho 
de gran arnbicldn, con una marca- 
da necesjdad de sobresallr: "Le 
gustoba ja .vlda eoctaH lq$ bai- 
lee yroauftaba muy atractlvo a 
Iqo mujerea, Slernpr© qulso 
ear un gran clentffF 
go. Crooaua fu« «u pqalbn por 
la notoriedad, eya Interns des- 
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lw huellas digitated do Menye/&, tomedflu por In Pollcta Federal argontinv, 



humanizado dol elentfflco io 
qu© exacorbd eu owblcldn has- 
taoi puntodenoimportarleotra 
coea quo eus expcrimentcs", 
dice Diesbach. 

La tamllla Mongol© domlna hoy 
la vlda economics de" GOnzburg, 
La firms Karl Mengele e hijos pro- 
duce rriaqulnaria agrfcola en una 
moderns plants que ocupa una 
supertlcle oquivajonte a dos man- 
zanao, y esti presldlda'en la ac- 
tuaildad por Dieter y Karl Heinz 
Mengete, hljos do Alois, el herms- 
no del criminal do guerra. Dlotor 
Mengelo hablta una suntuosa re- 
sldenda en I 03 suburblos do la 
cludad, La tamitla jamia ha dado 
una entrovlsta a la.prensa. 

Josof IWengele vivid on ese am- 
blente casi bucdllco haste 1928, 
cuando marchd a Francfort para 
estudlar medlclna en la Univorsl- 
dad Wolfgang Gootho y mas tarde 
completd au educaclbn.con estu- 
dlos do llloaolfe-y antropologla on 
la Unlversldad de Munich. 

Nl blen estalld la guerra fue alle- 
tado como mddlco mllltar, En 
1940 ue encontraba trabajando 
como mddlco sanltario de las SS, 
e! cuerpo de 6llle hltlerista, en un 
hospital mliiiar ublcado detris de 
las Hneas francaaas. Cuando los 
alemanos Inlclaron la (nvasldn a la 
Unidn Sovlitlca, Mengele luo 
despachado como midlco al fren- 
te ruso: la fecha de este destine 
fup 22 de junio.de 1941. 

Enlebrorodo 1942sobrovii^oel 
deeast/e de Stalingrado y el pro- 
feslonal fue envlado de regreso a 
Atemanla con loa sobrovivlenteg, 
En una carta dlrlgida a la Dlvlsldn 



de Personal do Ejdrclto, se docla- 
ra enferrno y debilitado e invoce 
au lealtad hacla 0 ) rdgHnon nazi 
para lograr su traslado del frento, 
Ese mlsmo aho es envlado como 
oficlai eanitarlo af campo de con- 
centracidn de Auschwitz. 

El 20 do enero do '1 942, on 
Wannsoo, un suburblo de Berlin, 
tuvo lugar una conferencla de la 
que partlciparon ur\os quince |o- 
rarcas nazis vtnGutadoa a Jacuos- 
tldn Judta, entre elloa, Adolf Elclv 
minn, Heinrich Mueller y Rein- 
hard Heydrich. En ol transcurso 
do osa reunlbn, so adoptd la clocl- 
sldn do dar "imo ooluddn final" 
ol probloma judlo. La "solucidn" 
Implicaba el exlorrnirilo de urios 
j 1 mlllones da judfos europoos. 
Dosdo su nuovo destine, Josef 
Mengele so convortirffl on una 
pleza pahicularmonte siriiostra do 
la maquinaria do mucrto. 

"Mongele era un hombro 
otractlvo, elegante, do unoa 30 
afjoo, con una cars odolaac^fi- 
te.Hablaba ol afoman culturoao 
do los Intsloctualoa", recuorda 
Ella.LIngens, una sobrevivionte 
de AugchVv'itz. “Dla por modlo ao 
ppraba erguldo, aobro la rjimpc 
do la ostaetdn do trenoe, a vo- 
cos tulfbando unn dporq, super- 
vlaando et arrlbo do loa prltslo- 
ncro3 y movlendo eu putgara io 
dorocha o a la Izquterda dosr.- 
puds de exominar cada caso. 
Loa prlcloneroo oefocclonedoa 
para una columns rmurchoban 
a loa campos de trabafo, loa do 
la otm, a laa cimuraa da gat#.!' 

A fines de 1944, cuando la de- 
rrota de Alarnania paroefa inovila- 




uri o/emen/o cl&v# pr. if a idontldcurto. 



ble, Mongol© escape do Ausch- 
witz pon papelos falsos- y on cor; 1 
paAfa de su am ante Wilma, ur:: 
mujerjudfa « la que habfa sa'war''' 
do las cirnaras de gas. Su-tjani- 
dero qq piorde has la 194 7. 

Un documonlo rociontftrnonto 
doocubiorto sugtere quo una u^-t 
dad do intoligencla nortoamonc*- 
na capture a Mongol© por un bre- 
vo psnodo on 1947. Lo quo ol Da 
parlamonto de JusUcie osta it?; 
Ipndo de eiitablecof exm la syudu 
de un paquoto do documontos oi‘- 
tonidog de diverges fuontos. es •:.■■■ 
los funclonarlos non earns rice nru; 
permjfierori deliberadamenie la 
fuga dol criminal do guerra. Una 
de las pruebars provieno do la 
Cruz Roja Intornacionnl. quo erni- 
lid cm Viena el pasaporlo quo 
Mengele utilize para radlcerse on 
la Argentina, bajo el non^bre ds 
Helmut Gregor. 

Entre 1948 y 1949, Josef Mon- 
gol© regrosd a su ciudad natal, 
poro ante la promlnencia que su 
nombre alcanzd on las audlpnclas 
def Tribunal Militordo NOrsmborg, 
decidrdsscapnra la Argent in a, Al- 
gunas fuenles consultadas en 
GOnzburg por SIETE DIAS suglo- 
ren quo rogresd a su ciudad or' 
1959, para aslstir al funeral de su 
padre. 

Varies cazadoros de nazis. es ■ 
peclalmente Tuvia Friedman, di- 
rector dol Instituto pairs la Docu* 
mgntacldrt de Crlmonos do Gue- 
rra Nazis, de Haifa, Israel y Simon 
Wleconthal, afirmemque oxlstfu (y 
adn exist©} un vfnculo permanen- 
to ontre (a omprosa do los Monoe- 
io on Ginzburg y las eclMdodos 





Al Dr. Josef Mengele 
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Cl primer ivlto da to* clnco qua so rAn publlca doe on loda of mundo. 




La actual reildehcla del medico nozi on Aouncldn. Vivo 
contort* blemonlo . Vlaja regular mont* a Brusll. 




El barrio donda vlvv Mengele, on Aaunc/dn. La iv/enlda Hlndarburg, una do 
la* tenia* con nombna alomin. Bn el pa/a so retuglaron otros nail*. 




de' Josef Mengele en America del 
Sur. SegOn Friedman, Mongol© 
oomprb una empress on la Argen- 
tina juntamente con- un soclo, a 
partir da una Inversion Inlcfal de 
un mlllbn de dblares, La tlrrna'fue 
Inscrlpta con el nombro de Padro- 
forih'KQ.SJL 

En 1954, Mangels se. dlvorcld. 
de su prlmora mujer, Irene 
Sc'noembeim, con la que tuvo un 
hljo.-hoy abogado con estudlo en 
la .cludad do Freiburg. Cuatro 
aftps m&3 tarde, enl 958, se c&sb; 
en Uruguay con la vluda de su 
hermano Alois, Martha: Weill. 

El 27 de novlembre de 1959, 
con el testimonlo de los sohores 
Werner Jung y Alejandro von 
Eckstein, el gobierno paragueyo 
le extondl6 una carta de nalurall* 
zacibn con el nombre d© Josd 
Mengole. Jung era el jef© dal Par- 
tldo Nazi en Paraguay y Von 
Eckstein, un ruso bianco, do ori* 
gen nobio, considerado amigo 
personal del. president© 
Stroessner. 

Semin todoo los indicios, Men* 
gale vivid en la Argentina durante 
1960. Isser Harol, el jole dol Mo- 
Bad, el Servlclo Secreto Israeli, el 
hombr.e quo organizb la captura 
de Elchmann, relatb quo on base 
a las confesionos de Elchmann 
durante su secueslro en Buenos 
Aires, sus hombres dlerorv con el 
paraderode Mengele en una pen* 
slbn de Vicente Lbpez, la Pen- 
sion Jurmann, pero llogaron tar- 
da: la habla dejado aJgunos dfas 
antes. 

A tines de ese aho, un. ex dlrec- 
tor de la empresa Mengele de 
GDnzburg, Hans Sedlmeler, fue 
despachado al Paraguay para ha- 
cer contacto con el fugitivo,. Re* 
gresb portando unajdeclaraclbn 
en la cual Mengele ailrmaba quo 
"nuncq ha matado nl daftado 
ffalcamente a nedle" nl "Jamds 
partlclptf en la selocclbn de nln- 
gdn Judfo a las c^mares do 
gw": 

Tra3 la captura de Elchmann, 
Mengele emprendid una iarga tra* 
veala con su esposa y su hijastro, 
Karl Hein 2 . Sus rastros se detec* 
taron'en Brasil, Suiza, Egipto y en 
un monasterlo de la isla griega de 
Kythnos, donde la pollcfa se per- 
dl6 de arrestarlo por una cuestlbn 
de -boras. Prosuntamente agota* 
dos por las tenslones de la fuga, 



’su esposa y su hijastro lo abando- 
naron en Europa, Martha Marla 
Weill, se- estableclb- en Marano, 
Italia, donde se encuentra la su* 
cursal de la firms Karl Mengele e 
. hijoa, Karl Heinz, por su parte, re* 
gresb a GGnzburg para hacorse 
cargo.de la direcclbn de la em> 
press. 

Desde 1 965 en adelante, rurno- 
res de su presencia alteraron pe- 
rtddlcamente toda la regibn 3uda- 
mericana. 

Josef Mengele tleno hoy 74 
ahos y sufre de hlportenslbn. En 
tdrmlnos Jurldicos os un ap^trida, 
despubs que ©l goblemo para- 
guayo canceiara su cludadanfa 
on 1979. ^Gonlribuirbn la campa* 
ha Internaclonal y la jugosa re- 
compensa a su captura? Algunos, 
como Simon Wiesenthal, piansan 
que la promesa de tanto dinero 
puede empujar a sus propios 



guardlaa a venderlo. Otros, como 
el ex jete del Mosad Israeli, isser 
Harel, plensan que la pubticldad 
os negatlva y que la unica lorma’ 
de atraparlo os “a trav^a de uno 
operacldn roalizada por prof<L 
elcnales”. 

Los "protes'tonales*' parecen 
compartir este ultimo punlo de 
vista . Dai Dye, director ojecutivo 
de la revlsta Soldier of Fortune, 
una pubiicacibn dlriglda a merce- 
naries, comentb la somana pasa- 
da a la revisla Newsweek: "lo 
unlco que tanto ruldo va a lo* 
grar ob que o! tlpo doaaparexcti, 
el ea que eet^ vivo. De modo 
quo loo verdadoroa profoslorta* 
loo oa mueron do rioa con lu 
hlotorla". 



Morlo Dlamont 
Corresponds! on Nueva York 



ongtUo ora oiv 
los [roa modi 
mas conoodov 
los compos 'lie 
lermlnlo nazls. Tonia el grace; 
HauptaturmtOiiror (ctiplicm 
pertenecia al contingonte do r 
dicos de blite que docidia in s-j 
te de los prislonaros a la lien--; 
de loe trenos. Algunos ibon dm 
tamento a las cbmarcs do n- 
otros eran retonidos para nxp f 
mento9 que Hegaban a scr do 
crueldad infinita. Cato roe ■ 
despu9e do su de$ap<ui;;n:>n 
clai (en Fnburgo. '959) > . 
Hobon MO Her. do la Cfimii.v. .. 
declare que Mengole junta;':-.; 
haWIidad como cirujano a : ■ 3 -;., 
do dopravacibn y de locura 
cida. Cuenta que on clone - 
mento arrojb a( tuego r un kk 
nacldo, antelo3 ojos do su m 
una soriora SOsaman T;;rr sf >■ 
melb a dos gemelos git a nos. n--! 
hacor en la autopsla algunn;, ■ 
tudlos rnuy poculiares. De he.* 
tratb.a los seres humanos c::; 
anlmaies o sacridcar on 
mentos do laboralono 

Despubs de ta guerra. Mori-.;, 
vivid .en !a ponsidn do su p;k:- 
hasta quo su rostro a pa res id 
nurnerosos testimonies sobro 
nazls mis buscados. En'onc; 
liuyd, pasando por Austria . i!;r 
E3paha y despubs la Argon:';' 
©donde habrfa llegada on 
donde prasumiblomeni© r:o- 
con el apoyo ibcito dol gobip - 1 
de entonces (segunda preside 
Cla peronisia). Pero el primer c. 
cumonto registrado es del ?'■’ <. 
octubre de 1956. cuanc/o obuer 
on la Argentina la cAdula do ido 
tldad M° 3940,484. 

Desde su llegada a la Ary, -mi,: 
comenzb a utitizar diverse s nr- 
bres (Gregor Schklasuo. Hotn-j 
Gregor-Gregon y otros) adorn; 
del suyo, tuogo rocoplladoc on . 
docsier^do Interpol on Paris. . 
apetlldo real tuo montonido .. 
Alemania, dondo stgue exist le nr 
la fbbrica de tractoros Mangel 
que q su vez. pareco proporcLona 
le 4 alguna seguildad oconbrnic 



Es el ultimo de los ciiminales de 
guerra profugos. Vivic5 en la 
Argentina, donae ejercio la medicina 
practicando abortos. Fue detenido a* 
causa de la muerte de una paciente y a 
las dos horas quedo en libertad. 




ya qua por madias desconocidos 
le bacon llogar dlnero. 

Mengele comenzd a ejorcer c.o- 
mo medico en Buenos Aires, Ins- 
tal&ndoa© an )a call© Sarmlento 
1875'de Olivos. Luego se mudd a 
una resldencia mds elegante en 
Vlrrey Vdrtlz 870, do Vicente L6* 
pez. En esa segunda etapa tenia 
ya una reputaddncomo especla- 
lista en abortos. Pero en 1958 UK 
vo un percance, cuando murid; 
una Joven a (a qua habfe Intervenl- 
do. Aunque Mengele fue dotenl- r ' 
do, quedd libre dos horas des- 
pu6s. Un amigo so habia presen* 
tado ante el comlsario con un pa* 
quete prosumiblemonto lleno de 
dinero, con lo cual Mengele esca- 
pe. De>)6 Buenos Aires, abarido* I 
nando a su mu]or Martha y a un. . 
hijovardn. Entonces viaj6al Para* j 
guay con pasaporte alom&n y corv ■’ 
su verdadero nombre. Entrd en 
ese pals el 2 de octubre de 1 958, 
con una visa v&llda por noventd 
dlas. Un dla antes de que vencle* 
ra, el 1* de enoro de 1 959, desa* 
parecid de Asuncidn y llegd a Ba* 
riloche, que serfa uno de sue rofu* 
gsosfavortios. Vivid all! cuatro me* 
sea, y so le vlo paseando por las 
montaAa3 con pantalonos de cue* 
ro, tlradores bordados y sombrero 
tirolds. Su excursldn favorita era 
al cerro Catedral. 

En octubre 1959 Mengele vol* 
vid al Paraguay con visa de Inml* 
grante. Obtuvo la naclonalldad 
paraguaya en una dlscreta cero- 
monla a la que asistieron el doctor 
Cdsar Augusto Sanabria y olras 
dos personas que figuran como 
Alexander von Eckstein y Werner 
Jung, En el acto reclbld una c6du* 
la de Identldad, N° 293.348, y un 
permlso.de trabajo. 

Esta naclonalizacidn ora legal, 
de el sontldo do que Mengele no 
estaba aun requerido por la just!- 
cia de nlngun pals. El mandate? de 
arresto, cursado por el gobierno 
alemdn, no habfa sido trasmllldo 
a la Argentina nl al Paraguay nl a 
ninguno de los otros palses. El 13 
de noviembre de 1960 la Embaja* 
da ASemana en Asuncidn solidtd 



a) ministerio paraguayo respectl* 
vo la autorizacldn para consular 
el expedSente < Mengela, tr&mlte 
previa y necesario para un pedido 
de extradicSdn. 

La Interpol fue mds rdpida para 
sollcltar los antecedentoa. Ante la 
amonaza de ser expulsado, Men* 
geie desaparecld de Asuncidn, 
volvld a Bariloche y se alojd en un 
hotel regenleado por un alembn 
amigo suyo, en las cercanfas de 
San Carlos. Pero no sabla que 
estaba saltando de la sartbn al 
fuego. En esos dlas llegaba a 
Buenos Aires el Incdgnlto coman- 
do israell quo capturarfa a Adolf 
Elchmann, y un grupo de jdvones 
quo vonfa decldldo a malar a 
Mengele. Pero mlentras el primer 
grupo tenfa dato3 y planes, e! se- 



gundo trabajaba a ciogas. Lo ha* 
blan vigllado en Paraguay, pero 
un Integrants del grupo aparecid 
estrangulado. 

Sabidndose buscado, Mengele 
pasd a la casa de su amigo o! 
doctor Alexander Ldnard en San- 
ta Catalina (Brasil), pero pocos 
mesas despuds volvid a Barilo- 
che. All! alquild un cuario a veinte 
kllometros de la Ciudad y a nove* 
cientoq, metros do altura. Enton- 
ces so llamaba Franz Fischer. El 
iugar le (ue especialmente agra- 
dable cuando all! Ilegd una her* 
mosa rubla alemana llamada No- 
ra Aidot (naclda en Francfort, 
1911), No habla llogado por ca- 
sualidad, slno Inducida por otros 
nazls de Bariloche. Ambos se hi- 
cieron Inseparables. 



Nada pornntifa descon liur cfo 
Nora, pero Mengele nodojabu do- 
tallo librado al a 2 ar. Un dla un cun.- 
ambos salioron a pa&oar por tis 
montaha, un guardaospatriar, ro 
vtsd el cuarlo de Nora para coni-: 
mar si ora efectivarnonto qum; 
doefa sor. Ese y otro guordae?; 
paidas partieron en.busca do fa 
pareja. Mds Uirde. los hornbrer- 
volvloron y la mujer no. En un calf) 
corca de la rule, uno de ellos ex- 
plied oh ma( espahol y con tono::- 
deaesporados, qua la ser'iora hn- 
bid dado un trasptd y cafdo en un 
proclplcio. l.a iragddia tenfa una 
explicacldn. En un doble fondo or 
una malela de Nora habia armu:- 
cido un p a s a p o r t o i s < a e ; ■ 
N 9 106.697, a nombro do Nrr., 
Eddad, naclda otectivarnento tr 
Francfort pero domiciiiada To:- 
Aviv. En el episodic, Mengele so 
habfa librado do un soguro ase et- 
na to. 

Nadi© perdid ia vid a on la pot • 
sooucldn de Eichmann, pero cur:- 
tro personas murioron doirris u-r- 
Mengolo. 

Le accidr^ do la jucucia por en- 
contrar a Mongeia luo una moze'a 
do loable asiduidad y deplorable 
Ineficacia. Los alomanos despro- 
ciaron la piste paraguayo y lo bus 
caron en la. Argentina. El unico 
juez argentine que se mostrd im- 
preslonado por el asunto lue o'< 
doctor Jorge Luque, quiert deciriid 
encontrar a Mengele y onviarlo a 
Alemania. Sue investigaciones so 
orientaron entre otras cos as a las 
c.asas que habfa ocupado. 

En la de Sarmlento 1875. Oli- 
vos. la poliefa oncontrd a la viurlu 
Bertha Pantz, quien dijo no habo: 
ofdo hablar nunca do Mongolc. 
En Vicente Ldpez encontraron a 
un matrimonio alemtin, que atiL 
mdque Mengele jamtis habfa vivr- 
do on esa casa. El cornisario Din- 
grovillo, por propia iniciatlva. bias- 
ed despuds en le calle Monasleno 
1969,. donde Heinrich Quaslen 
(alem^n, 40 ahos) afirmd quo 
Mengele no habia vivido en es© 
Iugar. Pero admjiid conocorio y 
envld a«la policla g la casa do la 
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Los caizadores de nazis io detectaron 
en el Paraguay, donde, vive solo. Dos 
divorcios v varies amorfos culniinaron 
en fa soledad mas absolute. Sus 
periddioos viajes til Brasil lo alejan 
oportunamente del pellgio. 




tVtosanfhaf con S/£TH DIAS, "Lo quoromos vlv o". 



Simon Wlosonthal dirlge o! Centro do Documontocldn 
Judlti do Vlena, una orQanlzaddn do blen publico quo (un- 
done w\ e( primer pleo do un ©diflclo do oficlnaa, on ■la call© 
S&lztor, en la capital auctriaca. Fue croado en 194Q y so 
vr.antien© con conutbudonas provertWmtos de todoetmundo. 
Wlosonthal, rasponaab!© de la captur&xto varlos mitoe de 
erlminalea de puerra. dene en la actuaiidad 70 aftoa. 

qu4 o^ado oncuontr&n Isa tnvoutlgacioim 
Torino ©! parodero de Joaef Mengals? 

-Como resullado do ml acclrin, el goblevno pwagUayo 
cancelri en 1979 la cludadanl© de Mongols, El gobiarno de 
Asunclrin tambbn HbrO una orden do detonciOrv contra 61. do 
modo quo ol presldonta Siroeoaner asegura quo on ©*>to& 
momenloa Josef Mongols no »e encuentra en su tartUorio. El 
' paao elgulonte tu© ostablecer una tecompensa pof la Inlor* 
■ macton quo conduzca a la capture. Gate ha sfdo asl por quo, 
| no ae pued© otreoor una recompenea a la potlcto. 

; ~^No tern* que la recorn pens© pueda oor un arma de 
bob la fllo7 ^Quo Hove a Mongo lo a doaaparocor una v-oz 
mis o quo provoqu© quo un trrtormante potonctal pueda 
luego aor objoto do aumtadoia? 

-No, porque la rcoompensa vale Igualmonl^ pare informa- 
tion anrinlma, Cualqubra punde dar la Information a trovda 
do un abegado o do un aycrlbano pObiico. En quanta a qua 
Mange lo vuelva o oscapar, aiempre ha esuido ©acapando- 
l jo. difotonda os quo la promesa do dtnoro puodo Itavar o qua 
sua proploa guardlas decldan vonderlo. 

-iTlen© aigdn (ndlclo do drindo encuonlra? 
-Homos venldo acumulando Information doede hac© va- 
rloa arios, En mayo de 1 979, por ejemplo, so sabo qua clrculd 
por verbs pulso3, Incluyando el Paraguay, Chile y la Argentn 
! na, Afinas do 19&2 lo locallzamos an una colonla manonita. 
an la fmnlera entre Bolivia y el Paraguay. 



“iQutji ail be da lua InvarM-onea do WUingefe en io Ar- 
gentina? 

-Glen, la lamliia Mongelo os muy rica Como uslod sogui s- 
menlo sabrO, ton due/loa do una Important^ omprosa do 
maquinarlas ©Qrlcx>lay on GOnzburg y lo fillol pore Arnadca 
dot Sur aa encuentra on Bu&nos AJroa. La a trav6s do oro 
cemal qua Mongqio roetbo dlnoro, 

-^Tuvo uoted algun contncto con mbmbro.w dil la fn- 
mlila Wangtiil©? 

- -Conocl a Karl Heinz, quo ©a al hljayTro do Josuf Mongyle. 
£s!udl6 ©n Vlona, os uns ©x<x>lonU) persono. no lango nedfj 
contra 6!, 

-iQuWn defiando lo« Irttorcwi-aa d© Manga lo on Alo- 
manla? 

-Tiene un aboyado en Fr&ridori. Friu: Sblnacker, quo 
form 6 pade dof oqulpo quo dofondlo a Adolf Eich/nann. El 
sabo porfoctamoni© dbno’o oa encuemra Mongol©, 

-^Exluta aigun contpelo ©ntre Mongol© y loa rnlrjrn- 
broo do su famine on GOniburg? 

-Haco alQUnos Qfios se roatlzb ucui rounibn do lod/i )o 
lamiiio en Bormudn, 

“iCambib Wongalo wu oapocto ffalco? hizo clru- 
gle plriatlca? 

-No, do ninguna manor©. 

-iSiguo vlvlondo bfijo ou mUirno nernbre? 

-Susie utilizer nuo^e nornbro*\ dlforenlos. Su favorito os 
'’Ooetor Cnsgoiy"; bajo octo alias ojorcb come medico on 
Buenoo Aires. 

“iObtuvo Mengoio tvlgunm cludadnnlw do ode quo lo j 
psruguaya la Vue concailadsi? 

-No, on la octuBlIdad oi; un apOindu, poro ooo no lo (rnpido 
movaree, naturulmente. Hay lamas coioniaw aiomarioo on 
Brasil, ol Paraguay, Chile y la Argomina, que trasladarsa, 
para 61, no ropresnnlfl nlngun.j dliicullod. Uno de «us lugares 
favorltaa es Barllochol Allf luvo numerosoa amorfos. Tuvl- 
tnos oportunldsd do h abler con variaa do sus amsntea qule- 
nea, por supuosfo, lo abandonaron cuando eupieron do 
qubri so trainba. 

“Mangole tieno on la actuJiHUvitf 74 dv*io©. iCuil oa «t( 
©8t£)do do aoludV 

-Haco tiompo quo osrtd bacJtanio on form o. 

-Seftor WlOKonlhal, ^,qu6 lo quo (rata d© prcjiiitr con 
au trebe)o? 

-No so ireta de prober natle: se trata do iidverUr, c© onvi&r 
un monsaje, Ouloro ha cor sonar una advqriencia a ios crin-.i- 
Males do maAana. olgunoa do loa cuolos to; vqz oatfin naclen- 
do hoy mlsmo. Ouiero quo yepan quo ol hocho do quo 
algulen logre tugar por 30 o 40 aftos y encuontro uri reluglo a 
Cinco mll KUbmotros do la oscena dol crimen, no signifies quo 
no vaya a pagar en olgun momento por su cnmtm. E! liqmpo y 
la dlsmnda no significan nada, la juailcia slompro lloga m 
final. 



Mario Dlem$nt (CoiTeapo/uwrl on Nuevo Yo/l<) 



Wrroy V6rtlz i)60, 
V loon to Ldpoz, 
provlnch do Buenos 
Airw, En ootn p&&4 
vivid Mongol o durunto 
ofics. Sus sclualos 
ocup&nto* comprat'on 
ia proplodud .# la fill til 
arjyonfina d9 la 
metiilurgica tfom&na 
Mongol# v hi] os. 
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call© 5 de Juikv 1074 Lsra 

pen Girin en puo haprl© i'-.u ;>i 
crime nr. el truer© t p tu ArfyO;:' ■ 

La dueria, Borgil-de Jurmin. ; . : 
quo Mengelo nunca habm i ; ;r • 
do onlro s;ua hu^apodoa. p .v,: 
mltlri ponocor o ip oepO':3 VL 
he, y nl hijo. Karl Hnin;r :;••■ 
a rice. 

DubOo 19CO L: inytyj'.-.c^r 
hizo muv ier'13 r.r\ 1 9or> u’’ 
do jrivones [u‘0105 B'-tt:;. - " . 

di ri c &.?. a r to M i o r a r b ss u n n p p 
OUo.S po r rn r.ip on l.v. r> f 1 1 r -- ■ 
lerta del Parana oirc j, doi. i /-. < • 
Pvtll'OrOn o Uv.'Ofihgu! Qt : ;;-i n; , . 
ta. DoepuOs su.s oud,-ivyroj' ••. 
rocieron en ol no Habmn ^ 
gollados. Ln cl vtjrjjno vtu 
un ausirfaco de nacin^.jni';.. 
s<o hacia Hanuv Loco y <| ■ v- »; 
vordad t'.rich Erdstoln. api.:;' . 
croto de po!>ci<i do! e-duo. 
Parana (Brarul). (3 mpre, r% co.y 
prop: a cruzado. Halria sfil^qo ■ 
lo oncontir^rfa er\ oi or;. Jr , • 
Senta Catalina, on in c •:* .•£ 
dodor Alexandra t onard. tr. 
(<irmac6uiico do cui/jon huivj© 
Pudo habc-rso precipitado ho 
la case L6nard y Monger r 
brla oe cap a do. pero E.hco ou - 
hncor »u n o-goc;o y coouiiu 

error (mperdonablia: ccniio •- 
croto ni corr eypon sal co t.r'.u 
100 pnncipaios efipnoe a'',rnr- ; r 
&l cutil VAMpip "ia his-tor:.-? ua ■ 

• qto". Lueyo r>t.« ootuvo apn nn. , 
riiibo pera irat.-n or,ia v«?;: .*'■■•- 
Francisco Carnarpo, ropo f t©i 
d&lfo dol mflo g rondo ctiano de P . 
ranA. Cuando Uoqri al osoo-chin 
do Mongoie. riste habia desepa 
rocido. 

Erlco no S3 Cosanirno v e.hih- 
ituri buscantlo a Mongele at;r> ;:-■■■ 
hacia ©I none on ol ifipuit; y 
querio Stmca da L6narc. Soora 
ril, ol 13 do sotiombro do t068 
©ncontrri y lo matri. La hie Iona on 
la cual relate esta muorio esiA He 
na d© dolalles. Sin en^barco. <;» 
ha constatado quo ol doctor Mon- 
geie no rnuriri y quo miiagrojis- 
munlo aobrevivtri a esto ataque 
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ere Is Dr. Men?ele? 




.{' One of the most bizarre manhunts of 
the 20th century is reaching a climax in 
the Parana River jungle on the border 
of Paraguay and Brazil. It is there that 
Dr. Josef Mengeie, the so-called “angel 
of death” of Auschwitz, the Nazi con- 
centration camp, reportedly resides in 
hiding. But there are strong indications 
that time is finally running out for 
Mengeie, a fugitive for nearly 35 years. 

A host of pressures for Mengele’s ex- 
tradition has been brought to bear dur- 
ing the past year on the government of 
Paraguayan President Alfredo Stroess- 
ner, who has been giving refuge to Nazi 
war criminals since he came to power in 
1954. last month, the Stroessner regime 
announced that it would ask its Su- 
preme Court to annul Mengele’s citizen - 
ship. In a regime as authoritarian as 
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Stroessners, such a request to the judi- 
ciary is tantamount to a fait accompli. 
Mengeie has thus been declared per- ■ 
sona non grata in his homeland of 20 
years. 

Stroessner's sudden change springs 
from the new Paraguayan desire for 
diplomatic ’ respectability. One of the 
most hopeful trends in recent Latin 
American politics has been the efforts 
of dictatorships in Chile, Argentina, 
Brazil— -and now Paraguay — to present 
themselves to the world as less repres- 
sive societies. The international impo- 
tence of authoritarian Brazil, for in- 
stance, contrasts sharply with the influ- 
ence of relatively democratic nations 
such as Venezuela and Mexico, and this 
has not gone unnoticed by Latin Ameri- 
can juntas. 

Though the apparatus of fascism is 
still intact in the Latin American dicta- 
torships, there has been a drop in the 
officially sanctioned kidnappings, tor- 
ture and arrest of political opponents. 
Latin American juntas now hope that 
the United States and Western Europe 
will be more easily persuaded to offer 
the technological aid desperately 
needed for economic development. 

From a strictly economic point of 
view, one of Paraguay’s most desirable 
potential trading partners would be 
West Germany. (Stroessner, inciden- 
tally, is the son of a German immi- 
grant.) But a thorn in West German- 
Paraguayan relations continues, to be 
the German request for Mengele’s ex- 
tradition, officially “pending” since 
1962, with Paraguayan officials pre- 
tending to know nothing of Mengele's 
whereabouts. The latter is a rather du- 
bious claim, since the Nazi doctor has 
b«ea seen in Paraguay by scores ol wii- 



nesses and was tracked to \ remote 
hideout on the Paraguayan-Brazilian 
border last winter by a team of British 
Broadcasting Corporation reporters. 

As for Mengeie himself, his fate is 
likely to become a bit precarious now 
that he has lost the patronage of his 
chief protector. Still, one should not 
underestimate the ability of Mengele’s 
network of friends to find yet another 
Latin American dictator willing, to take 
in the former Auschwitz doctor. Find- 
ing Mengeie a new haven will not be 
made easier by the fact that the doci 
tor’s. murderous career bears little re- 
semblance to the fictionalized account 
of Ira Levin’s book, “The Boys From 
Brazil.” The novel was subsequently j 
transformed by Hollywood into a sci- i 
ence-fiction fantasy, in which Mengeie \ 
conceived ;a plot to clone dozens of I 
young Adolf Hitlers and unleash them • 
on an unsuspecting world. The trouble j 
with such dramatizations is that, by sus- j 
pending reality, they tend to distract I 
the public from the real facts about ; 
Mengele's grisly career. • j 

As one of the chief physicians at Au- J 
schwitz, Mengeie became steadily more 
drawn to a Faustian fate of complicity 
in the murders of hundreds of thou- ; 
sands. It was Mengeie who separated ! 
arriving inmates.by a flick of his finger 
—right was the path for the healthier 
men and women fit to work; left meant 
the beginning of the inexorable march 
to the gas chamber. j 

But Mengeie gained even greater no- i! 
toriety from his experiments on twins. \ 
One of his favorite techniques was to j 
separate twins who arrived at the death j 
camp, feed them relatively well, then ! 
perform various experiments on them, j 
When they had served his purposes, i 
Mengeie unceremoniously murdered 
them and dissected their corpses. It was 
all done in the service of propagating i 
the so-called Aryan race, a project 
much favored by Nazi theoreticians. 

Today Mengeie remains both the 
most sought-after and the most eiusivo 
of Nazi war criminals. But whether he 
will ever have to face legal tribunals in 
Europe remains an open question. Cer- 
tairily many in the Western world j 
would like to deal with the “angel of j 
death” in an extra-legal fashion. But j 
whatever Mengele’s ultimate fate, at | 
least two hopeful signs can be detected ; 
from his loss of Paraguayan citizenship, j 
The first Is that Paraguay’s increasing j 
desire for diplomatic respectability j 
may lighten the load of oppression J 
borne heretofore by its citizens. The \ 
second is that there will now be a new 1 
discomfort in the serenity of Mengele's 
Latin American retirement— the kind 
of discomfort the doctor so richly de- , 
serves. 
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, By David F. Belnap . 

*^-‘ A ,Lo* Angeles Time? 

4-Z ?• BUENOS AIRES -— Josef Mengele, 

* a notorious Nazi deaffi“camp doctor 
•;l'and until now a naturalized citizen of 
V y Paraguay , still spends much of his 

'Time there, according to sources in 
*the Israeli community here. 

"?-• “He travels, visiting Brazil and 
.•'•'other border countries and even Eu- 
J'xope, so- he could be away from Para- 
; -/guay during a given week or month/* 
’xsaid one Israeli source. “But ‘home* is 
//[Paraguay and he returns there after 
Ids travels.” 

?"r .That view is shared by Simori Wles- 
; ncnthal of Vienna, who has spent a»life> 

. /time tracing Nazi fugitives document- 
Ting their whereabouts. 

...Interviewed by telephone by Ultima 
Hora, a newspaper in the Paraguayan 
« capital of Asuncion, Wiesenthal said 
! Mengele “lived and still lives in Para- 
guay.” 

Public interest in Mengele was rea- 
wakened not long ago when Wiesen- 
thal disclosed that he had asked U.N. 
Secretary General Kurt Waldheim to 
try to persuade Paraguay to honor a 
longstanding request for Mengele’s 
extradition to West Germany to stand 
trial. 

Paraguayan authorities replied 
through Waldheim that Mengele, 
known as the “angel of death” for his 
genocidal activities at the Auschwitz 
concentration camp in Poland during 
World War II, no longer lived in that 
country. 

They said Mengele had not lived 
>. there since 1960. 

• 7 Tuesday, in ah attempt to prove the 

■ point, Paraguayan Attorney General 
Clotildo Jimenez asked the nation's 
supreme court to annul Mengele's citi- 
. zenship papers on the grounds that he 
had forfeited his. rights by being out- 
side the country for more than two 
years. On Wednesday, the court com- 
plied and annulled his citizenship. 

But Israeli sources here have shrug- 
ged off Paraguay's assertion that Men- 
gele no longer lives there as “the 
usual answer.” 

“They've been saying that for years 
— just like they used to say he’d never 
become a citizen,” one spokesman 
said. 

I • Not until an enterprising researcher 




By Dav« CooL — Tht Wiihinston Post 

in 1970 turned up .a copy of the perti- 
nent document, did Paraguayan au- 
thorities tacitly concede that Mengele 
had been a naturalized citizen since 
1959. 

But every inquiry, official or other- 
wise, on the fugitive's whereabouts 
yields a flat of ficiaH denial that he is 
living in Paraguay. 

A reporter from Argentina who vis- 
ited Paraguay last month related: “I 
went for an appointment with a gov- 
ernment information official and be- 
fore I could even open my mouth to 
ask a question, he said, ‘Mengele's not 
in Paraguay and we don’t know where 
he his.' ” 

In June, Miguel Angel Bestard. a 
Ministry of Interior official, told an- 
other journalist, “I deny categorically 
that Mengele is in Paraguay. It’s abso- 
lutely false and a slander against this 
country.” 

American Ambassador Robert 
White told the same visitor, “I don’t 
know whether Mengele is here or not, 
but if I were hunted the way he is, I'd 
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go where I had some protection such 
as citizenship/' 

[Resolutions have been introduced 
in the U.S. House and Senate calling 
for an official request to Paraguay to 
facilitate extradition of Mengele if he 
is in Paraguay.] 

Mengele clearly has been protected 
in Paraguay. His pursuers believe that 
one of the .reasons he has been pro- 
tected is that President Alfredo 
Stroessfcer, the country’s strongman 
ruler since 1954, is the son of an immi- 
grant German cavalry officer. 

The nature and geography of the 
country also conspire to furnish pro- 
tection. Its population of just 2 mil- 
lion is scattered over a land area al- 
most as large as California. Even in 
the capital of Asuncion, with 400,000 
population, a stranger making inquir- 
ies comes quickly to the attention of 
'the neighbors — and the authorities. 

The eastern third of the country be- 
tween the Paraguay and Parana rivers 
is an area of green, rolling hills and 
, some of the world’s most fertile land 
for subtropical farming. It is the 
* home of a majority of the 30,000 Ger- 
man nationals who live- in Paraguay. 

' Mengele has been reported “posi- 
j tively sighted” in a village named Ho- 
^ henau in the southeastern extreme of 
that region, and in the Coffee-growing 
center of Pedro Juan Caballero, near 
its most northeasterly point. 

Israeli sources here concede they do 
not know the exact location of his 
present refuge, but they believe it is 
somewhere between Hohenau and Pe- 
dro Juan Caballero, probably along 
the Parana River that forms parts of 
Paraguay’s boundary with Brazil and 
Argentina and affords quick access, 
} mi into either of those countries. V' 
y Unlike many Nazi fugitives, Men- 
jdgele made little effort to hide his 
[■ identity during the early- years after 
tv^the war. 

He lived openly in Bavaria until the 
pearly 1950s when he traveled to Ar- 
gentina where the late Gen. Juan D. 
ttPeron had offered asylum to a host of 
3f ?i Nazis on the run. 

1: Mengele continued to live under his 

own name here until the mid-1960s, 

.. representing Karl Mengele & Sons, a 
Bavarian farm machinery firm man- 
aged by his brother. But he took the 



precaution of acquiring Paraguayan | 
citizenship after a West German court j 
issued a warrant for his arrest in July | 
1959. | 

Acting on the warrant, West Ger- ! 
many asked Argentina for his extradi- 
tion, but the petition was returned 
without action in August 1959 on the 
technical ground that it should have 
been drafted in Spanish rather than 
German. 

Official records in Paraguay show 
that “Jose Mengele” received an iden- 
tity document from that country’s au- 
thorities in October 1959. A month 
later, he received Paraguayan citizen- 
ship by order of the Supreme Court. 

He continued to live in Argentina, \ 
however, until the spectacular I960 | 

abduction here of Adolf Eichmann by ] 
Israeli secret agents, who spirited j 
Eichmann to Israel for trial and later ; 
execution for his key role in the Holo- i 
caust. 

Israeli secret service chief Isser 
Harel, who personally directed the 
pursuit and capture of Eichmann in 
Argentina, wanted to seize Mengele, 
too, but was unable to divert the time 
and resources away from his principal 
mission. 

In “The House on Garibaldi Street,” 
his book on the Eichmann operation, 
Harel describes the home in Vicente 
Lopez, a middle-class suburb of Bue- 
nos Aires, where Mengele lived until 
. just before the Eichmann capture. ! 

“Of all the evil figures who played j 
principal parts in the macabre drama 1 
of the attempt to wipe out the Jew- 
ish people,” Harel wrote of Mengele, 
“he was conspicuous for his abomina- 
ble enjoyment of his role as death’s 
messenger." 

After news of the Eichmann capture 
was made public, Argentina’s press 
clamored for Mengele's arrest, and in 
July 1960, authorities ordered police 
to pick him up. But it was already far 
too late. Israeli agents traced him to a 
hotel in Asuncion and from there to 
Hohenau. 

Mengele, 49 when he fled Argen- 
tina, is 68 today. In the years between, 
be is assumed to have changed his ap- 
pearance, which once included blond 
hair and moustache. He is known to 
have used 11 false names in that time, 
with false documents to match. 
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1 ®; and: resources away, from his principal 

House on-Garibaldi Street/'’ 
his' 'book .on the' Eichmann. operation, 
IpHareldescrlbesythe home in ViceYite 
K w/)'pe'z.'A .niiddle“Class suburb of Bue- 
sijps-.'Aires/where Mengele lived until 
Sst before, the Eichmann capture/ ■ 




.. . , 

zi fugJtivesr'Men-: 
:ffort,^5hi4e-hiS; 

n Bavaria Until, the; 
ie- traveled to. Ar* 
lateyGeri^Juan^ 



_ jl^^Of^all/the evil' figures who played 
J|$ 6 prindpal ''parts- in- the macabre- drama 
^-^Qf/the. attempt to -wipe out the Jewish 
r peopIe/,bHarel .-wrote of Mengele, "he 
'waa'/consjpicuous; for -'his abominable- 
ienjoymehtidf : his ; .Tol'e-as death's mes- 
senger;^#^ iy- " ‘ ' *t ‘ 

j£; After: news of the Eichmann cap- 
T^^tur^was / made ' public, Argentina's 
^press'iclamored for Mengele’s arrest, 
land authorities in July, I960,- ordered 
'police Vto : .pick him up, But it was al-. 
uready^fary too ' late. Israeli agents 
"traced him to a hotel in Asuncion and 
.from there to Hohenau. . . 
J&Mengele,\49 when ' he fled Argenti- 
68 .: today. In the'years between, ' 
pa/ is'assumed to have changed his 
kapp$arance'^' which "-once included 



accused of involvement in killings 
and illegal surgical operations in Ger- 
many in 1-939 and 1940, left Argentina 
in custody , of German authorities in 
1 1966 after the Supreme Court here 
granted his extradition. 

Franz Stangl, commander of the ■ 
Treblinka death camp in Poland, was 
extradited in 1967 from Brazil where 
he had lived and worked for 17 years. 
Convicted of murder, he later died in 
prison. 

Extradition proceedings are still 
under way in Brazil against Gustav 
Franze Wagner, 68 , accused of send- 
ing hundreds, pf thousands of Jews to 
their deaths while serving as deputy 
commander of the Sobibor concentra- 
tion camp in Poland. Wagner was ar- 
rested last year in Sao Paulo, Brazil, 

• and is held at present in Brasilia, the 
nation's capital. • 



Doctor to Popes Dies 

ROME— Retired Papal physician 
Mario Fontana died Monday night, 
- one year to the day after signing the 
‘ death certificate of Pope Paul VI, his 
family said Tuesday. 

Fontana, 75, served three Popes— 
John XXIII, Paul VI, and his succes- 
sor John Paul I— who died only six 
weeks after Paul VI. 
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GERONA, Spain OP)— A wind.- ■ Because ih 
whipped forest fire swept through a . miles betvn 
camping site near Spain's northeast- lain that ir 
ern coast Tuesday, killing at least 22 . ident of th 
persons, including four children wad-, . Juan Vida!, 
ing in a canal, police reported. ' ■ The offic 

They feared the death toll would ■ more than, 
climb as forest rangers, firemen and The fire 
civil guards searched the charred pm., Gero - 
camping area near the resort town of-, .the camps:’ 
Lloret de Mar, on Spain’s famous Cos- Search 
la Brava, 40 miles northeast of Barce- ■ -bodies wc: 
Iona. < - - were near 

Police said the bodies of 12 men, six ' children v 
women and four children were found . where lb 
after the flames jumped the Blanes- /.playing in 
Lloret de Mar highway and encircled , • ' 
the campground, trapping the vie- .Heroin 
tims. All were believed to be Spani-- ; D r 
ards, but the Costa Brava also draws Ports L 
tens of thousands of foreign toursits NICE. 1 
each year. heroin r;r 

Officials said arson was suspected. French R 
"It appears the fire started in.- three Cannes he 
separate places and at the same time, cotics age: 
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Mengele §ons , Since J -W est German authorities in 

TO W973- identified a skeleton found near 
•r. B ^kl;h ds topk.toe^Berlin .as. that of Dep. Fuehrer Martin 
>iiq^rPara^ayanW^ r ^^ n vv;.'^ en g e j e> . ft as been’ the 
a yerman^ ; .pourw^p r i^' s mo - st wan (_ed Nazi fugitive. 
r 0 years, he has been report- 

' ‘ ‘ - ’™§£ed-seen a number of times in southern 
w arrant,\ G err ^f n ^||,B r a 2 dl,''' home of ’80,000 German na- 
•■o W:^a^Uon^ tionais . and more than 2 million per-' 
'^}urned.withoutg sons 0 f German, descent. Wiesenthal 
u ’ °5¥ e -u ’^bas' documented several of Mengele’s 
sho^d.^ave beenm^pg- to; Europe “where his wife and 
! still live. , 

:’W V ' 1 ' ^ «ras\These include a visit to Germany in 
-if 1 v Fi , r?^ U ^ / his father’s funeral and 

c e /X J n Se -' 1S '-' T* e W a 'Vacation- near Torremolinos,. Spain, 

• ^ ® says- he • •came 

lde ^^;^9^u^nt^^thinftwo days of catching up with 
s authonti^m^Oc^^m- ^ 970 /; * 

on th; ''later, Th e : 've t e r an Nazi hunter once said 

; Mengele is a dangerous 

• business ,d and ' several men who tried 
’ te^)A^ e ^ na -l|tp:do so have lost their lives." . 

0 ^M'Among' Nazi • war .criminals known 

; - re ^vAdQlb^cnH or, suspected to have taken refuge in 
secrMv a gcnts -w America, only two have ever 
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, •; i • ,-§beeh-returned to face. trial after ‘sue- 

1 proceedings. 



^^Gjrh^dyJohannes Bohne, a lawyer 
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